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FROM BISHOP DOLAN
My dear Friends,
      Some of you will have seen in my Bishop’s Corner,
which is posted weekly at sgg.org, the report on our extra-
ordinary days of grace, twelve like Christmas, between
Corpus Christi and Precious Blood. Almost daily the
Blessed Sacrament was exposed, and Benediction given. I
was a little fearful at first, considering how many great
feasts were to be kept “in a row,” and so late in the year,
summer being well advanced. I needn’t have worried,
however. Our faithful, and even visitors all took their part
in turn and with due devotion over the course of these
unforgettable days. May their graces remain with us all
days!
      I wish as well to note, without any particular order,
some of the edifying Corpus Christi observances I’ve
heard about. Padre Hernan Vergara of Dos Rios in the
jungle state of Vera Cruz, Mexico was the first to start,
with high Mass at 5:30 in the morning, as the Masons
made “La Fiesta del Corpus” a regular workday in Mexico
where it is still a holyday. Nevertheless, the Procession fol-
lowed Mass, and all went well, concluding at 7:30 A.M.
Bishop Sanborn and his seminarians chanted Matins and
Lauds of the Divine Office coram Sanctissimo the night
before. Father Saavedra in Detroit reported rain, as is
customary, it seems. The procession was thus indoors, but
well attended, as for a holyday. A second procession takes
place on the Sunday. I can sympathize with Father, as our
procession was rained out this year. Father McGuire’s
outdoor procession in Milwaukee went well, the Lord
providing good weather and just enough servers for this
public homage to our Eucharistic King. In hot, dry, and
dusty Phoenix, Father Palma reports seven First
Communions for Corpus Christi Sunday, always a
delightful gift for our Eucharistic Lord.
      During Corpus Christi we also had the St. Anthony
Blessing of Animals. (Remember the miracle of mule who
knelt to adore the Blessed Sacrament?) On June 28 we
blessed two black chickens, four cats, two big bunnies and
three dogs. Father Vailliancourt from Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church in Spokane included the animals in

his report, as is only fitting. “As far as Corpus Christi goes
here in the parish, all went well. The day was perfect as far
as the weather went, and even our resident animals stayed
in the trees and chirped or made noises as we walked along
and chanted the hymns en route. I noticed two of our res-
ident squirrels sitting on the fence across the alley, watch-
ing all we did.”
      This is the merest sampling of some of the special
observances in worship of “Tantum Ergo Sacramentum,”
“so great a Sacrament,” by faithful Catholics and their
priests. The Blessed Eucharist is truly the Sacrament of
Unity. Be strengthened by its reception, and be edified
and encouraged at the thought of still so many devout
Catholic priests and laity throughout the world, who were
united on their knees, before the Monstrance, professing
the same faith and following the Roman Liturgy in its per-
fection.
      Next month I will write about our other summer
activities. Thank you for your support for this apostolate,
which aims to encourage Catholics, and support our
needy priests.
      Yours in Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament,

                   –The Most Reverend Daniel L. Dolan

The Solemnity of Corpus Christi was observed with its usual pomp and
enthusiasm at St. Gertrude the Great Church. Following the beautiful-
ly sung high Mass by our choir, a Eucharistic Procession was held,
indoors alas, due to untimely rains! Man proposes, God disposes...



KEEP CURRENT! STAY INFORMED!
Doctrina Liturgica

The purpose of this blog is to continue the dis-
cussion centered on the comparison of the pre-
Vatican II Mass with the Mass of Paul VI, and
in so doing, to draw Catholics beyond ques-
tions of ritual and aesthetics to an understand-
ing of how the new rite of Mass destroys
Catholic faith and Catholic piety.

www.doctrinaliturgica.com

Director for New Missal Translation Praises
Father Cekada's Book on the Mass of Paul VI

Msgr. Andrew R. Wadsworth, Executive Director
of ICEL, the international organization responsi-
ble for the new and widely-praised English trans-
lation of the Mass of Paul VI that is due to appear
in parishes this November, has reviewed Fr.
Cekada's Work of Human Hands: A Theological
Critique of the Mass of Paul VI in the July 2011
issue of Usus Antiquior.

The following are some excerpts from Msgr. Wadsworth's
review of Work of Human Hands:

• "Full of interesting and credible analysis."
• "An important contribution to the current debate."
• "A genuinely informative work."
• "Does not skimp on scholarly detail."
• "A clear commitment to presenting the fullest possible narra-
tive account of the evolution of the current Roman Missal."
• "A legitimate claim to being the fullest account of this narra-
tive currently available in English."
• "Goes a long way in explaining a diminishing of an under-
standing of the priesthood and the sacrifice offered in the
Mass." 
• "I encourage others to read it."

To order Work of Human Hands or to read excerpts, please visit
Philothea Press at:

www.philotheapress.com.

The Sisters of St. Thomas Aquinas are pictured with their First Holy
Communion class, seven in all, during this year’s observance of the Feast
of Corpus Christi. Father Palma reports that the good Sisters have been
of immeasurable assistance since they arrived in Phoenix, Arizona over
a year ago. 

With thurifers perufming the way, Our Lord is borne in the monstrance
through the aisles of St. Gertrude the Great Church on the Solemnity of
Corpus Christi. Accompanying Our Eucharistic Lord, to the strains of
the beautiful hymn “Lauda Sion,” were many of our youngsters strewing
rose petals along the processional route as well as members of the Rosary
Confraternity with their flickering tapers.

By way of exception this year, we found ourselves observing the Feast of
Corpus Christi on the Vigil of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist.
Following the Missa Cantata, which was beautifully sung by our school
students, the festivities of a barbecue, the Blessing of the Bonfire, and
wholesome entertainment with its accompanying fellowship rounded out
the beautiful summer evening. A bit more on this next month!


