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FROM BISHOP DOLAN
My dear Friends,

Our season started in September, as usual, and at
Mary’s cradle, with the children. Our school year was
barely one day old when we gathered together with home
and pre-schoolers for the Child Mary’s Birthday Mass,
and Blessing and party. How much Our Lady loves her
children, and to be honored in her childhood!

As I write this I am preparing for three Sundays in
France, in order to help the priests there provide for their
faithful. I remember well what it was like for years to beg,
and negotiate for precious priests for our missions, as
well as to be as creative in scheduling as possible, and to
travel very much.

Now that we have the services of the fine young
priests so well trained by Bishop Sanborn’s Most Holy
Trinity Seminary, I am happy to do a little bit to help
others who are still struggling. It is always a pleasure to
visit the faithful and clergy of France, the Church’s Eldest
Daughter. We remember still the generosity of French
priests and faithful in helping the infant Church in our
own land.

Thank you for a like spirited generosity to help
Catholics in need, wherever they may be. No act of char-
ity goes unrewarded by the Good God!

Yours in Our Lady,
– The Most Reverend Daniel L. Dolan

Each year on September 8th, we observe the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary at St. Gertrude the Great Church in West Chester, Ohio
with Mass, a little procession, the blessing of seeds and seedlings, and
finally a little birthday party for the Baby Mary (Maria Bambina).
(Above) Father Larrabee solemnly blesses the seeds and seedlings at the
little shrine erected inside our cloister. Assisting Father is Bishop Dolan
and our deacon Rev. Mr. Vili Lehtoranta.

(Above) Father Larrabee recites the Prayers at the Food of the Altar at
the Missa cantata sung by our schoolchildren. Also visible is the beauti-
ful shrine dedicated to the immaculately conceived Maria Bambina,
lovingly erected by our stalwart sacristans. (Right) What would a birth-
day be without a little song and a party? Following the mid-day cere-
monies the children and their parents gathered in Helfta Hall for a lit-
tle merriment in the Blessed Mother’s honor!



JUSTICE AND MERCY

God’s providence made me lay my hand upon a pre-
cious book by the great 19th century Catholic writer, Fr.
Michael Mueller, CSSR. Sometime heretics and those
who sin mortally against the faith cite him out of con-
text. This excerpt from God the Teacher of Mankind
should balance the scales both of justice and mercy.

-Bp. Dolan

“Here it may be asked: Are all those who are out of
the Church equally guilty in the sight of God? We
answer: No; some are more guilty than others. It cannot
be considered the personal fault, however great and terri-
ble the misfortune, of any individual of the children of
Adam that our first parents sinned. So it is not the fault
of those who were born and educated in any of the errors
or negations of Protestantism, in its hundred various
forms. Involuntary error is a misfortune to be pitied, a
calamity to be deplored. Only when entered into, or per-
sisted in, against light and knowledge, can it be consid-
ered a sin, or other than a sin of ignorance. There are per-
sons who sometimes commit actions which, in them-
selves, are very wrong, but are not punishable in the sight
of God, because they do not proceed from willful malice,
as those who commit them are not aware in the least that
by such actions God is offended. So there may be persons
who live in infidelity or heresy without being in the least
aware of it. Now such inculpable ignorance will, of
course, not save them; but, if they fear God, and live up
to their conscience, God, in his infinite mercy, will fur-
nish them with the necessary means of salvation, even so
as to send, if needed, an angel to instruct them in the
Catholic faith, rather than let them perish through incul-
pable ignorance.

But there are others who are guilty in the sight of
God. They are those who know the Catholic Church to
be the only true Church, but do not embrace her faith,
as also those who could know her, if they would candid-
ly search, but who, through indifference, and other cul-
pable motives, neglect to do so.

Would it be right to say that one who was not
received into the Church before his death is damned?
No; because, in his last hour, such a one may receive the
grace to die united to the Catholic Church.

It is not our business to say whether this or that one
who was not received into the Church before his death is
damned. What we condemn is the Protestant and the

heathen systems of religion, because they are utterly false;
but we do not condemn any person – God alone is the
judge of all. It is quite certain, however, that, if any of
those who are not received into the Church before their
death, enter heaven,  a lot which we earnestly desire and
beg God to grant them, they can only do so after under-
going a radical and fundamental change before death
launches them into eternity. This is quite certain, for the
reason, among others, that they are not one; and nothing
is more indisputably certain than this, that there can be
no division in heaven: “God is not the God of dissen-
sion,” says St. Paul, “but of peace.” He has never suffered
the least interruption of union, even in the Church
Militant on earth; most assuredly He will not tolerate it
in the Church Triumphant. God most certainly will
remain what He is. Non-Catholics, therefore, in order to
enter heaven, must cease to be what they are, and
become something which now they are not.

God, in His infinite mercy, may enlighten, at the
hour of death, one who is not yet a Catholic, so that he
may know and believe the necessary truths of salvation,
be truly sorry for his sins, and die in such disposition of
soul as is necessary to be saved. Such a one, by an extra-
ordinary grace of God, ceases to be what he was; he dies
united, at least, to the soul of the Church, as theologians
call it.”

Most Holy Trinity Seminary

Are you or do you know some one 
considering the Catholic Priesthood?

Established in 1995, Most Holy Trinity Seminary's
immediate goal is to train priests according to the
pre-Vatican II norms with no compromise with the
post-Vatican II hierarchy. The seminary is staffed
with a well-qualified, dedicated and stable faculty.

Even if you are not considering a vocation to the
Catholic priesthood, you can assist Bishop Sanborn
and the faculty in this most improtant work by send-
ing your contributions to:

Most Holy Trinity Seminary
1000 Spring Lake Highway

Brookville FL 34602
piuspapax@gmail.com

Forming tomorrow’s priests today!


