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 ADVENT II  
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 ST. BARBARA, VM 
 

 

¶ SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The Blessing of Religious Articles will 
be available after all Masses, and our 
second collection is taken up for the 
support of our seminary. St. Nicholas 
plans to come and see the children 
after all morning Masses. Stay for a 
donut and coffee while the little ones 
visit their saint. Sunday classes are at 
10:40 AM. Vespers and Benediction 
are at 4:45 PM.  
 
¶ VIGIL OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
The 7th of December is the vigil be-
fore the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. It is a day of fast and complete 
abstinence. Everyone over 21 and 
under 59 years of age is bound to 
observe the fast, unless dispensed. 
Every Catholic 7 years of age and 
over is bound to observe abstinence. 
On days of fast only one full meal is 
allowed. Eating between meals is not 
permitted. Beverages including milk 
and fruit juices may be taken. On 
days of complete abstinence, meat 
and soup made from meat are not 
permitted. Therefore, on the Vigil of 
the Immaculate Conception, if you 
are fasting, you are allowed only one 
full meatless meal. 
 
¶ OUR SICK 
Pete Gebel, Angela Segrist, Sr. Maria 
Dolorosa of the Daughters of Mary, 
who is near daeth, and all of our sick 
and shut in. 

 
JOHN, IN PRISON, SENT TWO OF HIS  

DISCIPLES TO CHRIST. 
 

¶THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
Thursday is a 
Holy Day of 
Obligation. All 
are bound to 
hear Mass 
under pain of 
mortal sin. 
The special 
Workers’ 
Mass is at 
7:00 AM (no 
sermon!). The High Mass is at 9:00 
AM, and the last Mass is at 5:45 PM. 
Vespers are recited at 4:30 PM, and 
the Blessed Sacrament Exposed at 
5:00 PM, with Rosary and Benedic-
tion before Mass.  
 
¶ NEXT SUNDAY: ADVENT III 
Next Sunday is Gaudete Sunday. 
Sunday Classes will be at 10:40 AM. 
Vespers with Benediction will be at 
4:45 PM. 
 Set Your Missal: Advent III, with 
commemorations St. Damasus I 
and the Octave of the Immaculate 
Conception. Trinity Preface. 

¶ RORATE MASSES  
A special Advent ob-
servance features early 
morning Mass by candle-
light as we await the coming of Christ 
the Light of the World. The Mass is 
simply sung in honor of Our Lady on 
Saturday at 8:15 AM, after the Alma. 
 
¶ OUR PRIESTS & RELIGIOUS  
Please pray for Fr. Cekada’s contin-
ued recovery, and that of Sr. Jeanne 
Marie who is receiving rehabilitation 
therapy. The setting (Drake) is diffi-
cult, and the problems are many. 
Mother Isidore keeps a vigilant eye, 
and must often intervene. Even the 
Novus Ordo was bothering Sr. Jeanne 
Marie. Fr. Kevin Vaillancourt has re-
cently been located, and seems to be 
improving in every sense. His diabe-
tes is under control, and he has been 
fitted with a leg prosthesis for walk-
ing, which is still painful. Please pray 
for him as well as for the priest who 
charitably took his place after his ill-
ness, Fr. Gerald Kasik. He is gravely ill 
with lymphoma. 
 
¶ 2017 CALENDARS ARE IN! 
The 2017 All Saints Roman Catholic 
Calender is available now in the 
bookstore for $10.00. This year it fea-
tures the great saints of the Catholic 
Counter Reformation.  

 

Sunday, November 27th…………………$4,470.50 
Thank you for your generosity. Remember St. 
Gertrude the Great in your will. 



 ADVENT  MEDITATIONS                        THE  POETRY  CORNER 
 

UNTASTED COOKIES 
 

Last Advent, while I was bak-
ing Christmas cookies with my 
children, I shared with them some 
old world Advent traditions that I 
had read in a book about Maria 
von Trapp (the real Maria, not the 
Julie Andrews version). When I 
told them that, in Maria’s family, 
many cookies were baked during 
Advent, but none were consumed 
until Christmas, a small uproar 
ensued. How impossible, how un-
fair! The thought of baking cookies 
without tasting at least a few 
seemed cruel and unusual pun-
ishment, especially during the 
Christmas season. But it wasn’t the 
Christmas season, I reminded my 
children. It was Advent. And for 
children—indeed, for all of us—it 
is hard to remain in Advent while 
most of the rest of the world has 
been celebrating Christmas since 
the Halloween decorations came 
down. It helps during this time to 
reflect on the austere figure of 
John the Baptist. Scripture tells us 
that John 
was 
“clothed 
in camel’s 
hair, with 
a leather 
belt 
around 
his waist.” 
He ate 
locusts 
and he avoided strong drink. John 
lived in anticipation of the coming 
of one greater than he. His life 
shows us that it is worth it to wait 
for something. He points to Some-
one worth waiting for. 

-Lisa Lickona 
 

¶ CHRISTMAS MASS NOVENA 
Remember your loved ones in our 
Christmas Novena of Masses which 
begins Christmas Day—the perfect 
gift! Envelopes may be found in the 
pews. Fill them out and return them 
to the church office or the collection 
basket. 

 
 
¶ BLESSING BAGS 
     Thank You! We have collected 
and boxed 70 gifts to be sent to 
the border for distribution to 
Mexican children at Christmas. 
Boy and girl gifts came out very 
even. The youngest, 2-4 years 
old, received about 6 less than 
the other age groups. The poster 
in the social hall has interesting 
statistics. 
     The two priests servicing Mex-
ico will have six boxes to be di-
vided between them. Friends of 
the Mexican priests on the US 
side in Texas and California re-
ceive the shipment; they take the 
packages to Mexico. Using the 
bags for the gifts cut cost in the 
amount of boxes packed. Last 
year we collected 98 gifts in 13 
boxes. This year our number was 
down a bit, 70 gifts but in just 6 
boxes. 

We would also like your 
thoughts on continuing this Mex-
ican charity. Please let Bishop 
Dolan or the Arlinghaus family 
know your thoughts, positive or 
negative, on this project.  
 
¶ CHRISTMAS FLOWER  
MEMORIALS 
You may make a do-
nation in memory of 
a loved one, to help 
defray the cost of the poinsettias 
and other flowers for Christmas. 
Please fill out the special flower 
offering envelopes available in 
the pews, and return them to an 
usher or drop them off at the Gift 
Shop or church office. To have 
your loved ones’ names printed 
in the special Christmas memori-
al program, please turn in your 
envelope no later than Monday, 
December 19th. 

KING’S ALMONER 
 

Who is she cometh forth 
Twelve stars crowning her, 
In her hands gifts of worth, 

Moonlight gowning her? 
She is the King’s Almoner, 

The King’s purse hers to hold, 
Broidered with gems and gold— 

Wonder past compare. 
 

Why so young, why so fair? 
Kings’ almoners are grave 

Old men in minever, 
Lutestring and ermine brave, 

Velvet hoods on their hair; 
Old wiseheads, still and gray; 

All unlike her are they— 
Whence this King’s Almoner? 

 
Know you not whence and where 

Comes the King’s Almoner? 
Mary, beyond compare; 

All hearts shall turn to her. 
Queen, who in Stable bare 
Kissed thy new-born Son, 
Hear me, Most Holy One, 

Bounteous King’s Almoner! 
 

Mother of Heaven’s King, 
Bounteous King’s Almoner, 

Ope to my needy prayer 
Thy purse, O Pursebearer! 

Give me what I entreat 
From thy Son’s gems and gold, 

That I my babe behold 
Safe out of darkness, Sweet! 

-Katherine Tynan Hinkson 
 

This poem has 
an almost 
modern 
sparseness, an 
economy of 
words about it, 
which is most 
attractive, as is 
its theme: 
Mary, who dis-
tributes God’s 
alms. 
 Vocabulary – What’s minever? 
Plain white fur used for lining or 
trimming clothes. The Infant wears 
minever mostly during His novena. 



 THE BISHOP’S CORNER   
 

—Bishop Dolan 
 

IN HONOR OF H.O. 
The Offertory Motet at the High Mass 
today was Canite Tuba in Sion, by Nicho-

las Wilton (1959-, English, modern classical). This mo-
tet was commissioned by the St. Gertrude the Great 
Choir in memory of one of its late members, H.O. Hin-
ton. H.O. was not only a bass, but also a trumpeter, so 
we picked an Advent text mentioning his instrument: 
Sound the trumpet in Sion, for the day of the Lord is 
near. Behold, He comes to save us. The crooked shall be 
made straight, and the rough places plain. Come, O 
Lord, and tarry not! Alleluia.  

H.O.’s music goes on. 
. 

 



 PRAYERS                                    CATECHISM CORNER 
 

O GOD, Who 
didst choose 
St. Barbara to 
bring consola-
tion to the liv-
ing and the 
dying; grant 
that through 
her interces-
sion we may 
live always in 
Thy divine 
love, and place all our hopes in the 
merits of the most sorrowful pas-
sion of Thy Son; so that a sinner’s 
death may never overtake us, but 
that, armed with the sacraments of 
Penance, the Holy Eucharist, and 
Extreme Unction, we may be able 
to pass without fear to everlasting 
glory. We implore this of Thee 
through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. Indulgence of 100 days, 
once a day. 

 
Saint Barbara, thou noble bride, 

To thee my body I confide 
As well in life as at life’s end. 

 
Come, aid me when I breathe my last 

That I may, ere here all is past 
Receive the Blessed Sacrament! 

 
Patience (=hupomone) is a manly 

virtue, al-
most al-
ways cou-
pled with 
faith, or 
hope, or 
charity 
and joy. 

The word describes the ability (of 
a plant) to survive in difficult cir-
cumstances. Used of men it con-
veys the idea of spiritual staying 
power, of constancy under trial. 
Far from being mere dumb resig-
nation, it bespeaks the endurance 
of trials with a holy joy, with a 
song of praise for God upon one’s 
lips. Patience is the root and 
guardian of all virtues (cf Sum. 
Theol. 2-2, q. 136, a. 2). 

¶ CHRISTMAS 
SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday, 
 12/24/16  

Christmas Eve 
 

9:00 PM: The Office of Matins 
10:30 PM: Carols 
11:00 PM: Procession, Blessing of 
the Crib 
11:15 PM: Midnight 
Mass followed by the 
Office of Lauds 
 

Friday, 12/25/15 
Christmas Day 
9:00 AM: Low Mass with string 
quartet, Novena & Benediction 
11:00 AM: Low Mass with Carols 
5:45 PM: Vespers of Christmas Day 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Some people have conscience 
enough to rent out—to others. 
With admirable large-
mindedness, St. Paul urges those 
whose religious practice knows 
no torturing concern, to respect 
the conscience of others. Putting 
up with others is not a very 
thrilling experience, but then 
what is pleasant to us may not 
be pleasing to God.  

 
 

Father Alfred Delp, S.J., wrote: 
 

Advent is the time for rousting. 
Humanity is shaken to the very 
depths so that we may wake up 
to the truth of ourselves. The 
primary condition for a fruitful 
and rewarding Advent is renun-
ciation, surrender. 
 

May Our Lord bless you with a 
very rousting Advent! 

THE FOUR MARKS OF THE CHURCH 
 

The Church has four Marks by 
which She may be known as the 
true Church founded by Jesus 
Christ. 

The four Marks of the Church 
are: She is One, Holy, Catholic, and 
Apostolic. 

 

The Church is ONE means that 
Her members  

Believe the same doctrines; 
Have the Same Sacrifice; and 
Are united under the same vis-

ible Head. 
 

The Church is HOLY means 
that: Her Founder, Her Doctrines, 
Her Commandments, and Her Sac-
raments are holy, and that She 
leads Her members to holiness. 

 

The Church is CATHOLIC 
means: 

That She was founded for all 
people; 

That She teaches all nations; 
and 

That She is spread over the 
whole world. 

“Going therefore, teach ye all 
nations.” Matt. 28:19. 

 

The Church is APOSTOLIC 
means: 

That She teaches the doctrines 
and traditions of the Apostles; and 

That She is governed by their 
lawful successors. 

“Therefore, brethren, stand 
fast; and hold the Traditions which 
you have learned, whether by 
word, or by our epistle.” 2. Thess. 
2:14. 

These four Marks are to be 
found in the Holy Roman Catholic 
Church alone. 

 

 



 SUNDAY READING  
 

A RELIGIOUS SUBSTITUTE 
 

Liberalism in politics derives 
its force from the fact that it is a 
religion substitute. The people 
who espouse liberal and leftist 
ideology see their guiding princi-
ples in the same way that religious 
people see the dogmas of their 
faith. Human beings cannot escape 
making supreme principles in 
their minds, by which they judge 
the truth of everything and the 
morality of everything. For exam-
ple, since liberalism denies the 
natural law as the ultimate moral 
principle, and embraces a freedom 
to act as you please in sexual mat-
ters, it must necessarily condemn 
religions which object to sodomy. 
The ultimate quasi-religious prin-
ciple for them is “do as you 
please.” Those who oppose this 
principle are evil, are heretics, and 
must be condemned. They are typ-
ically accused of hate, of being na-
zis, when in fact the real nazis are 
the liberals, who impose their sys-
tem with fanaticism. There is noth-
ing more intolerant than a liberal. 

-Bishop Sanborn, Nov. 2016  
 

 
 
Why are lighted candles placed 
around the coffin? 
To represent the desire of the 
church that the deceased through 
the grace of God may be received 
into eternal light. This custom is 
very ancient; wax-candles and 
torches, together with prayer and 
great solemnity were made use of 
at the burial of St. Cyprian who 
was beheaded for Christ’s sake, in 
the year 258 after Christ (Ruinart). 

“INCARNATION”  
FROM THE POEM CYCLE SEVENTEENS 

 

Inheart yourself, immensity. In-
marrow, 

Embone, enrib yourself. The wind 
won’t borrow 

A plane, nor water climb aboard a 
current, 

But you be all we are, and all we 
aren’t. 

You rigged this whirligig, you 
make it run: 

Stop juggling atoms and oppose 
your thumbs. 

That’s what we like, we like our 
rich to slum. 

The rich, it may be, like it too. En-
meat 

Yourself so we can rise onto our 
feet 

And meet. For eyes, just take two 
suns and shrink them. 

Make all your thoughts as small as 
you can think them. 

Encrypt in flesh, enigma, what we 
can’t 

Quite English. We will almost un-
derstand. 

If there are things for which we 
don’t have clearance, 

There’s secrecy aplenty in ap-
pearance. 

Face it, another word for skin is 
hide. 

Show me the face that never lied. 
-Amit Majmudar  

(Indian-American, contemporary) 
 

This curiously modern poem starts off 
sounding a bit like Gerard Manly Hop-
kins, S.J., but ends on a quite contem-
porary note.  

 

I JOHN 18-20, 24-25 
 

Little children, it is the last hour; 
and as you have heard that Antichrist 
cometh, even now there are become 
many Antichrists: whereby we know 
that it is the last hour. 

They went out from us, but they 
were not of us. For if they had been of 
us, they would no doubt have re-
mained with us; but that they may be 
manifest, that they are not all of us. 

But you have the unction from the 
Holy One, and know all things. 

As for you, let that which you have 
heard from the beginning, abide in 
you. If that abide in you, which you 
have heard from the beginning, you 
also shall abide in the Son, and in the 
Father. 

And this is the promise which He 
hath promised us, life everlasting. 

 
 
Why are the coffin and the grave 
sprinkled with holy water? In or-
der, as St. Thomas of Aquin (Lib. iii. 
art.21) remarks, to implore God, 
on account of the prayers which 
the Church says when she blesses 
the water, that the souls of the 
faithful may be cleansed from all 
stains, and may receive consola-
tion and refreshment in the tor-
tures which they may still have to 
suffer. 
 
Why are the body and the grave 
incensed? By this the Church indi-
cates that the deceased by his 
Christian vocation was a good odor 
of Christ (II Cor. 2:14, 15), and 
admonishes the faithful that their 
prayers should ascend like incense 
to heaven for the deceased.  



CALENDAR    
  

COLLECT OF THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Incline Thine ear to our prayers, we 
beseech Thee, O Lord; and enlighten 
the darkness of our minds by the 
grace of Thy visitation: Who livest and 
reignest, God, forever and ever. Amen. 
(Say this prayer Saturday evening, as you light two pur-
ple candles and one rose on your Advent wreath.) 
 
 

DECEMBER 
Name     Date of Death 
Jerome G. Gerrard  12-01-1989 
Albert D. Kinnett  12-02-2003 
Frank Alban, Jr.   12-03-1988 
George Greene   12-04-1999 
Rosemary Breitenstein 12-08-1999 
Regina K. Budde  12-09-1992 
Alice M. Corbin  12-12-1995 
Floyd Rimer, Jr.   12-12-2002 
George Wissing   12-12-2009 
Elizabeth L. Smith  12-12-2015 
Henry Golembeski  12-15-1993 
Ralph Patton   12-15-2009 
Fred Hauserman  12-16-2010 
Vanessa S. Thompson 12-17-2008 
Marty Lierl    12-18-2012 
Mary Genevieve Bell 12-19-2004 
David T. Miller   12-19-2004 
Mary I. Osborn   12-19-2002 
Richard Weik   12-29-2010 

 
 

NOVENA PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
Hail and blessed be the hour and the moment in 
which the Son of God was born of the Most Pure Vir-
gin Mary, at midnight, in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. 
At that hour, vouchsafe, O my God! to hear my prayer 
and grant my petitions through the merits of Our Sav-
ior Jesus Christ and of His Blessed Mother. Amen. 
 

(Traditionally said 15 times a day from St. Andrew’s Day until 
Christmas.) 

 
 
 

THU 12/8 7:00 AM LOW: T.G. Simpson 
  9:00 AM HIGH: MC: R. Vande Ryt CHAPLAINS: J. Simpson, N.  
  McClorey TH: P. McClorey ACS: C. Richesson, N. McClorey CROSS: 
  D. Holbrook CROZIER: C. Arlinghaus MITRE: M. Simpson TORCH: D. 
  & M. Simpson, P., D., & A. McConnell, D. Holbrook 
 5:30 PM BENEDICTION & LOW: G. Miller, P. Omlor 

 
SUN 12/11 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 

  9:00 AM HIGH: CHAPLAINS: J. Simpson, P. Omlor TH: B. Lotarski 
  ACS: D. & M. Simpson TORCH: D. Holbrook, T. Lawrence, C.  
  Arlinghaus, J. Stewart 
 11:30 AM LOW: Nicholas & Nathan McClorey 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller  
 5:45 PM LOW: G. Miller 

 


