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Tuesday past was another one of those beautiful 
October days, just about perfect. But it was the evening 
which interested us, and I’m sure drew Heaven’s 
favorable notice as well. It was the 13th, more than a 
lucky, a blessed day when thousand upon thousands 
once saw the sun dance and dip and rise again, Our 
Lady’s answer to Lucy’s plea for a miracle which would 
make everyone believe. 

One hundred and three years later, at sunset, one 
hundred and seventeen faithful gathered together, 
candles in hand, to make a striking scene, a sign surely if 
there is anyone left to believe, the peaceful powerful full 
Rosary in solemn procession through the night. Who 
knows if this may be our last, we reasoned. Besides, we 
are at the crossroads of tyranny and what is left of our 
way of life. You came, you prayed. God bless you and 
hear our united sighs, blended with the one hundred 
and fifty three Ave Marias. Remember that night. Like 
everything this year it made history. I hope it also made 
a difference. 

For the rest, we continue to pray “over and above” 
for that is what we do at St. Gertrude the Great. 
October seems to be the month for it, with the daily 
Rosary and now this week Forty Hours. We tried other 
months for this annual devotion, but none worked as 
well as October. May these Forty Hours work well this 
year, not only in attendance and ceremonies, but in the 
protecting power of the prayer they unleash, a 
protection we all so much need.  

Today is Mission Sunday, and I think fondly of 
the priests and people in far away places I’ve been able 
to visit, or we’ve been able to help over the years: Fr. 
Nkamuke in Nigeria, undergoing a spot of trouble itself 
of late; Fr. Soliman and his Filipino flock; Fr. Roberto 
Mardones and Fr. Villegas and Fr. Gomez in Mexico; 
Fr. Rodrigo and his starting seminary in Brazil; Fr. 
Damin and Fr. Martinez still in the catacombs in 
Argentina; Fr. Valerii valiantly offering the Divine 
Liturgy and praying for Byzantine Rite vocations in 
Ukraine; lone Fr. William Hecquard, who has gone 
back to living as a Benedictine in France. Please pray for 
them all, and all true Catholic priests throughout the 
world. Spare a special prayer for young Fr. Philip 
Eldracher, practically locked up, and his flock, too, by 
the Communist government in Australia.  

Our school year is going well. It is a joy to have so 
many little “starter” students with us. We have 
welcomed a number of young families to St. Gertrude 
of late. Say hello if you see someone you don’t know, 
and say a prayer blessing God for sending reinforce- 

ments. What a grace to have three baptisms 
serve as a counterpoint to the three funerals of 
late. Life, our life which targets eternal life, 
goes on. 

Fr. Lehtoranta’s young ladies’ Sodality 
of Charity is now well underway. The girls this month 
enjoyed some archery at their meeting, and also helped 
decorate Helfta Hall for the Rosary Confraternity 
breakfast, which also enjoyed a record attendance.  

We’re hopeful that the Plandemic restrictions on 
visiting Nursing Homes will be eased to allow a priest 
finally to visit our own. But the elderly and the ill are 
among the specially targeted victims of this revolution. 
It’s so great to see Vic Ritze at Sunday Mass again. His 
family sprang him. 

Our Lord is looking forward to seeing you and 
your family Friday evening for Forty Hours, and we’re all 
looking forward to the Chili Supper afterwards. Bring 
some to share! 

God bless you and make your prayers twice as 
powerful these crucial days. They will be, if they are 
under the power of the Cross, and the name of Jesus and 
Mary. 

Ó=_áëÜçé=açä~å=
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All Night Adoration Guard of Honor 
Forty Hours Devotion 2020 
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# CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = = ==== === = =
 

MON 10/19/20 ST. PETER OF ALCANTARA, C 
 8:00 AM Low Mass For all who cook for us and for our  
  devoted drivers (The Fathers) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Fr. Philip Eldracher & his intentions  
  (Catherine Robbins) 
 3:10 PM October Devotions 

 
TUE 10/20/20 ST. JOHN CANTIUS, C ! MATER ADMIRABILIS 
 7:00 AM Low Mass In honorem Sanctae Mariae (T. Bayer) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Ryan Greenwell (Eva Nellenbach) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Richard VandeRyt & †Robert  
  Brockman (Theresa Hill) 
 3:10 PM October Devotions 
 5:00 PM Low Mass †Mary Bigini Safrey (Gloria Zbilicki) 

 
WED 10/21/20 ST. HILARION, AB 
  SS. URSULA & COMPANIONS, VVMM 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Special Intention – CVB (K/V) 
    8:00 AM Low Mass Happy Birthday, Jacinta Young (Bill & 
  Terri Young) 
 11:25 AM Requiem High Mass †Fr. Cekada (Mr. & Mrs.  
  Maki) 
 3:00 PM Exposition, Rosary, Benediction, Communion 
 5:10 PM Low Mass Conversion of sinners (Cora Arlinghaus) 

 
THU 10/22/20 RESUMED MASS OF SUNDAY 
 7:00 AM Low Mass My Mother (T. Bayer) 
    8:00 AM Low Mass In thanksgiving for safe delivery &  
  healthy baby (Simpson family) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Joseph McMahon (Colleen Greenwell) 
 3:10 PM October Devotions 

 
FRI 10/23/20 OPENING OF FORTY HOURS – NO SCHOOL 
  FERIAL DAY ! THE MOST HOLY REDEEMER 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Ryan Greenwell (Colleen Greenwell) 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Sacred Heart Novena 
 5:30 PM Opening of Forty Hours: Solemn High Mass  
  of the Blessed Sacrament Intentions of our fellow 
  Catholics (Kolenich Family) 
  Procession, followed by Harvest Chili Supper 
 8:15 PM (approx.) October Devotions 
  All Night Adoration 

 
SAT 10/24/20 ST. RAPHAEL, ARCHANGEL 
      7:30 AM Low Mass †Fr. Cekada (Dan, Mary & family) 
 8:30 AM Confessions 
 9:00 AM Solemn High Votive Mass for Peace End of the 
  threefold plague (Gloria Zbilicki) 
  Adoration continues all day 
 12:00 PM October Devotions 
 1:30 PM Solemn First Vespers of Christ the King 
 4:30 PM Visit to the Blessed Sacrament, Compline,  
  Benediction & Reposition of the Blessed  
  Sacrament until Sunday morning 
 
SUN 10/25/20  CHRIST THE KING ! PENTECOST XXI 
  SS. CHRYSANTHUS & DARIA, MM 
 6:30 AM Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Michael Volz – Happy Birthday!   
  (Kuebler) 

=

 9:00 AM High Mass of Reposition  
  For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
 10:50 AM Sunday Classes 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass †Brian McMahon (Colleen Greenwell) 
 4:00 PM Visit to the Blessed Sacrament, October  
  Devotions 
 4:45 PM Solemn Second Vespers of Christ the King 
 5:30 PM Low Mass †Frances Morris – Happy Birthday (S.  
  Kurtz) (from 10/10) 
 6:45 PM Closing Ceremonies with Procession &  
  Benediction 
 7:45 PM Light refreshments in Helfta Hall 

=
=

=
S e r v e r s  

 

FRI 10/23 
 

5:30 PM SOLEMN HIGH: MCS: J. Lacy, P. Omlor, M. 
Simpson THS: D. McConnell, T. Lawrence ACs: C. Rich-
esson, C. Arlinghaus CROSS: D. McConnell BANNER: A. 
McConnell UMBRELLA: P. Omlor BELLS: J. Kolenich 
TORCH: N. Kolenich, J. Kolenich, M. Kolenich, N. 
McClorey, A. McClorey, P. McClorey  

 
SAT 10/24 

 

9:00 AM SOLEMN HIGH: MCS: J. Simpson, M. Simpson TH: P. Omlor ACs: 
C. Richesson, N. McClorey CROSS: P. McClorey TORCH: S. Richesson, A. 
McClorey, J. Kolenich, N. Kolenich, A. McConnell, D. McConnell 
 

SUN 10/25 
 

7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: P. Omlor, M. Simpson TH: C. Richesson ACs: C. 
Arlinghaus, D. Simpson CROSS: T. Lawrence MITRE: D. McConnell CROZIER: 
A. McConnell TORCH: N. Kolenich, J. Kolenich, M. Kolenich, T. England, D. 
England, S. Richesson 
 
11:30 AM LOW: N. & A. McClorey 
4:45 PM VESPERS: G. Miller 
5:30 PM LOW: G. Miller 
 
6:45 PM CLOSING: MCS: J. Lacy, P. Omlor, M. Simpson THS: T. Lawrence, D. 
McConnell ACs: C. Arlinghaus, P. McClorey CROSS: A. McConnell MITRE: D. 
Simpson CROZIER: A. McClorey TRAIN: N. Kolenich UMBRELLA: P. Omlor 
BANNER: N. McClorey BELLS: J. Kolenich TORCH: M. Kolenich, J. Kolenich, 
S. Richesson, T. England  
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Obituary 
 

R. CEKADA was born in La Jolla, California, July 18, 1951, son of the 
late Frank and Eleanor (Nardi) Cekada. He was raised in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin and grew up during the revolutionary years of the 1960’s. 
Privileged to be of the last generation raised in the True Catholic Faith, he 
was educated by the Dominican Sisters and spiritually fed with daily High 
Mass and doctrine. This Faith formed him, inspired him and inevitably 
demanded of him many sacrifices which he willingly made for the Church 
and for souls. 

Fourteen-year-old Anthony Cekada entered De Sales Prep or Minor 
Seminary in Milwaukee for High School, graduating in 1969. At the minor 
seminary he was able to pursue piano and then organ. He wanted to learn 
not only to play and accompany Mass, but to compose good music to 
counter the junk being produced by the Changes. He did more than that, 
however. At the age of fourteen he also began studies at the Milwaukee 
Conservatory of Music under the renowned musician and polymath 
Michael Hammond. This transformed him, in his own words “over two 
intense years, from being an untrained but eager musical ignoramus at 
fourteen to being the accomplished and technically adept orchestral 
composer of a major work at sixteen.” Amazing, but to be listed among his many accomplishments in life…. 

Fr. Cekada rarely spoke of these things. He was too busy doing things. He was all the time teaching himself 
whatever discipline the moment, the needs of the Church and souls, required. In addition to organ and musical 
composition, Fr. Cekada was a seminary professor for over forty years, teaching music, chant, Sacred Liturgy, Psalms 
and Canon Law. Because there was no one else to do it, Fr. Cekada taught himself accounting as a newly ordained priest 
at St. Joseph’s House of Studies in Armada, Michigan. Techniques changed over the years, but he was still doing the 
church accounting last January, when the strokes began. Teaching was surely his great love. While he willingly assisted 
anyone who came to him for guidance or advice, his special devotion was to young people, for whom he would make 
any sacrifice. Until his last months he was daily answering emails not only on Church questions, but especially vocation 
inquiries from youth. 

Fr. Cekada taught himself the complicated discipline of liturgical rubrics when Bishop Dolan was consecrated in 
1993, and wrote detailed directions for all the pontifical ceremonies. During the long dispute with the Pius X Society, 
which wanted to force a reconciliation with Modernist Rome, Fr. Cekada taught himself a good deal of Civil Law. He 
also tried his hand at church design when the new St. Gertrude’s in West Chester, Ohio was built in an attractive 
traditional style in 2003. Since 2009, Fr. Cekada returned to his old love of church music, directing St. Gertrude’s music 
program, and playing the organ. 

In addition to his teaching and care for souls (Fr. Cekada was founding pastor of St. Hugh of Lincoln Church in 
Milwaukee), he was also an avid and prolific writer, on topics ranging from theology and modern questions, to liturgy 
and traditionalist controversies. He produced an accurate translation of the Ottaviani Intervention, The Problem with the 
Prayers of the New Mass (well over 15,000 sold), and the practical and ever popular Welcome to the Traditional Latin 
Mass and The Problem of Authority. Fr. Cekada’s great life’s work is the definitive study of the New Mass, Work of 
Human Hands, with nearly 5,000 copies in print. His numerous YouTube videos delight, edify and educate, presenting 
the traditional Catholic position. One wonders how he found time for it all. 

When Fr. Cekada completed his studies at De Sales Seminary with a bachelor’s of divinity, he entered the 
Cistercians and briefly did studies at the Monastery of Hautrive in Fribourg, Switzerland. Later he entered the Society of 
St. Pius X at Écône, Switzerland, where he was ordained a priest by Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre in 1977. 

Fr. Cekada has served as assistant pastor of St. Gertrude the Great since 1989, after a number of years at St. Pius 
V Chapel in Oyster Bay, New York. 

Fr. Cekada’s life, his forty-three years of priesthood, have yielded incredible results. But he was an extraordinary 
man. His self-discipline, devotion and drive were not only matched but excelled by his humility, and his trademark 
sense of humor. His great erudition caused his friends to esteem him and his foes at times to fear him, and all to respect 
him, but it was his gentle humor which won him admiration even from those who disagreed with him. 

As we mourn him now, and mark an extraordinary life in these most difficult of days, we should remember him 
most of all, for his first love and enduring devotion for teaching the Catholic Faith, for our youth. Father said it best, “a 
testament to the lasting and profound change that one good teacher can make….” His rest is well earned, “his works 
follow him.” 

Memorial Donations may be made to St. Gertrude the Great, for the education of poor seminarians. 	
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