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Secundum quod vidisti , quod de Porta haec clausa erit non ape-

rietur et vir non . . . Ez. 44: 2monte abscissus est . . . Dan. 2: 45

AND THE LORD SAID TO ME: THIS GATE SHALL BE SHUT, IT SHALL NOT BE OPENED, AND NO MAN SHALL PASS THROUGH IT: BECAUSE THE LORD THE GOD 

ACCORDING AS THOU SAWEST THAT THE STONE WAS CUT OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN WITHOUT HANDS, AND BROKE IN PIECES, THE CLAY, AND THE IRON, 
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Thanks be to God for the last sunny, sweet mild 
days of Autumn which cheered us this past week, and 
prepared us for cold rains and whatever Providence 
plans for us in the coming days. But I suspect the sun 
will come again, and it still looks to be a warm Winter 
in the short term. 

Short or long, Winter began Friday evening as we 
were at Mass for St. Thomas. It was the shortest day of 
the year. Tomorrow’s Vigil, Christmas Eve, is called 
“the day which knows no end,” for before we go to bed 
it will be Christmas, and Christ will have been born in 
the solemn midnight hour. Come and watch and pray 
with us. Santa can take care of himself. Good children 
of the Child Jesus watch for His coming. You have the 
full schedule in the bulletin. Spare a prayer today for 
families who will be too busy “doing” multiple family 
parties to make it for the main event, in church. 

Of course, the Christmas Dawn Mass with the 
String Quartet and Benediction has its own charm, and 
is very popular as well. Nobody comes to the 11:00 AM 
Low Mass anymore. We’ve given up on trying to sing 
carols, but it’s a great Mass if you’re looking for some-
thing quiet. There will probably be a number of private 
Masses around this time as well, each priest being privi-
leged to offer three. 

“Christmas,” after Christ’s Mass, during the week, 
is of course a holiday and family time, “downtime” as 
they say. But the great feasts continue, and the Holy 
Mass should not be abandoned. Try to make one or two 
during the Christmas Novena. Note the special times 
for Wednesday and Thursday. By Friday, we resume our 
regular weekend schedule. The Holy Innocents Chil-
dren’s blessing and party will follow the Sunday 9 
o’clock Mass, as in recent years.  

An alert Gertrudian, eyeing appreciatively the 
remnants of last Sunday’s bake sale before Vespers (we 
always translate them to the Vestibule) exclaimed: It’s 
not a bake sale but a work of art. Indeed. Thank you 
who worked so hard, and you who generously partici-
pated in its fruits. Ditto, as Rush would say for you who 
decorated the church for Christmas on Thursday. We 
had only our two faithful Home Education families 
(thank God for big families!) some school students for 
awhile and a straggler or so. But how lovely everything 
looks. And thanks to the Sisters for the original theme 
of the Christmas Crèche: Our devotions at St. Gertrude 
the Great. Let all the prayer and beauty soak in over the 
forty days of Christmastide.  

Fr. Nkamuke reports a Baptism busy arrival in 
Nigeria, eight I think, and an attempted carjacking. 

Father didn’t see the gun, or else he would 
have given up the keys, he says. Oh, there 
was still plenty of evidence of violence from 
the recent community war at Boje, where 
little Mona-Lisa was awaiting the regenera-
tive waters of Baptism. The soldiers did afford protection 
to travellers, but the steep mountainside almost did in 
Margarita, Father’s automobile, which started rolling 
backwards on its own. Margarita is known for this, but a 
kind passerby knew that high speed up the rough road 
was the only way. Speed they did, and car and driver held 
on. Father’s Good Samaritan was amply rewarded by a 
house blessing and rosaries, the latter being claimed by 
the whole village as well, exhausting Father’s stock. His 
plantain supply, however, was replenished by his bene-
factor, much to Father’s satisfaction. Do support our 
missionary today.  

In Advent as in life, we work and watch and some-
times worry; inevitably grow weary, and wait. But some-
times, we think “wait!” it worked! What a wonder. How 
could this be? This is a precious moment. Usually we are 
too busy and distracted to look back and take stock, or 
too jaded by past problems to believe that yes the tree is 
up and glowing and beautiful, and that’s that. But it is at 
these moments that we should dissolve in interior tears of 
joy and thanksgiving (as the old spiritual writers used to 
say), for mercies not earned and many days, not even 
counted. But let there never be a day when we do not 
give thanks, and count the blessings we receive.  

Blessed Christmas!   
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MON 12/24/18 VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS       FAST & ABSTINENCE 
 7:00 AM  The Office of Prime  
 7:24 AM  Confessions 
 8:00 AM High Mass Extended Morris-Niehaus Family (S. & C. 

 Niehaus) 
 1:00 PM Vespers 
 8:30 PM The Office of Matins 
 10:30 PM Carols 
 11:00 PM Procession & Blessing of Crib 
 11:15 PM Midnight Mass Novena I followed by Lauds 
  Potluck Supper in Helfta Hall 

 
TUE 12/25/18 THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD    HOLY DAY 
  CHRISTMAS DAY 
   9:00 AM Low Mass with string quartet For the People of  
  St. Gertrude the Great 
  Novena & Benediction  
 11:00 AM Low Mass For our friends, family, benefactors and  
  dear dead 
 5:45 PM  Vespers of Christmas Day 
  Private Mass: For our parents – Merry Christmas! (The  
  Kolenich Kids) 

 
WED 12/26/18 ST. STEPHEN, PROTOMARTYR 
 5:00 PM  High Mass Novena II 

 
THU 12/27/18 ST. JOHN, APEV 
 9:00 AM High Mass Novena III followed by the Blessing  
  of Wine & Beverages, & “The Love of St. John” 
  in Helfta Hall 

 
FRI 12/28/18 THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MM 
 8:00 AM  Low Mass Lucy Carr – conversion 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary 
 5:35 PM Opening of the Infant of Prague Novena 
 5:45 PM High Mass Novena IV 
 6:45 PM Sacred Heart Novena, Benediction 
  Private Mass: Our children & godchildren (Mr. & Mrs. 

 Simpson) 

 
SAT 12/29/18 ST. THOMAS À BECKET, BPM 
 7:15 AM Confessions 
  7:30 AM Low Mass Leo J. Grumblatt family (Mary Beth   
  Grumblatt) 
 8:10 AM Alma & Sermon 
 8:20 AM High Mass Novena V 

 
SUN 12/30/18  SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS 
  BLESSING OF CHILDREN AFTER THE HIGH MASS 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass James Soli – Merry Christmas (Your children) 
 9:00 AM High Mass Novena VI 
 10:40 AM Children’s Party 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass †Pat Patton (Rebecca Stump) 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction  
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
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Servers 
 

MON 12/24 MIDNIGHT MASS (ARRIVE AT 10:30 PM): MC1: R. Vande Ryt  
  MC2: J. Lacy MC3: P. Omlor TH: B. Lotarski ACs: C.  
  Richesson, M. Simpson CROSS: C. Arlinghaus MITRE: D.  
  Simpson CROZIER: A. D. Kinnett BOOK: Peter McClorey  
  BUGIA: Nathan McClorey TRAIN: S. Richesson GREMIALE: A.  
  McClorey TORCH: T. Lawrence, C. Arlinghaus, J. & N. Kolenich, 
  C. & J. Mourer,  
 
TUE 12/25 9:00 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 BENEDICTION: MC: D. McConnell TH: A. McConnell TORCH: 
 2 Brueggemanns 
 11:00 AM LOW: Volunteer 
 
WED 12/26 5:00 PM HIGH: J. Lacy, Simpsons, P. Omlor 
 
THU 12/27 9:00 AM HIGH: P. Omlor, J. Lacy, Simpsons  
 
FRI 12/28 5:45 PM HIGH: J. Lacy, P. Omlor, Simpsons 

 
SUN 12/30     7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: CHAPLAINS: J. Lacy, P. Omlor TH: T.  
 Lawrence ACs: P. McClorey, N. McClorey TORCH: T. England, 
 J. Stewart, A. McClorey, B. Kamphaus 
 11:30 AM LOW: A.D. Kinnett, J. Kolenich 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: G. Miller 
=

 Ushers 
CHRISTMAS DAY 12/25 
MIDNIGHT (ARRIVE BY 10:30PM): M. Briggs, S. Weigand, M. Lotarski  
9:00 AM: P. Arlinghaus, S. Pepiot, J. Andreotta 
11:30 AM: J. Seyfried=

	


