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The Cross is my sure salvation. 
The Cross I ever adore. 

The Cross of my Lord is with me. 
The Cross my refuge forevermore. 
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I’ve never written a Bishop’s Corner 
at a deathbed before, but a pastor’s life is a 
busy one. But what a blessing to have Fr. 
Cekada back with us, quiet and peaceful, 
after a tumultuous, indeed tortured week 
at the hospital, which saw him begin the dying 
process. He was already confused, which always 
happened when he went in. Then he stopped 
speaking, eating or drinking. Of course, he could still 
hear, and sometimes follow you with his eyes. 

But these days have been a blessing, a reprieve 
from Heaven for Fr. Cekada to regain his calm, at 
home, in familiar circumstances, to pray and be 
prayed for, before leaving everything to knock at 
Heaven’s Gate. Many of you have written, expressed 
affection, thanks, and assuring us of your prayers. 
God reward you. 

Fr. Cekada died very peacefully at 10:15 Friday 
morning. I was at his bedside, praying with him, as 
were his sister, Julia, and brother-in-law. All of us 
priests took turns sitting and praying with him during 
the hours of the night. He never did like to be left 
alone these last months.  

Fr. Cekada’s funeral is scheduled for Thursday 
morning, with the wake at church Wednesday 
evening. Due to the funeral, there is a special Mass 
schedule this week. Out of respect to Fr. Cekada, the 
parish picnic is cancelled. We’ll try to organize 
another parish social event this Fall. 

One of our many correspondents summarized 
just some of Fr. Cekada’s many accomplishments 
during his zealous 43 years of priesthood: “…to 
preserve and promulgate the true Catholic Faith 
around the world. His legacy of books, online 
sermons, music compositions, debates with Fr. 
Jenkins, and discussions on True Restoration Radio 
will continue—with God’s protective care—to teach 
and inspire children, non-believers, recent converts, 
and lapsed and Novus Ordo Catholics for generations 
to come. I already miss his witty discussions with the 
moderator, Stephen Heiner, and Bishop Sanborn on 
Francis Watch.” Add to this his voluminous 
correspondence, and his many, many articles, and you 
get some measure of the man. But be sure to mix in 
his wit and humor, and the many souls he converted 
or counseled.  

May his truly priestly soul rest in peace. 
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SUN 9/20  7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: CHAPLAINS: C. Richesson, M. Simpson TH: T. Lawrence 
 ACs: N. McClorey, T. England TORCH: Jude & Benedict McGinnis, D.  
 England, J. Kolenich CROSS & MC: P. Omlor   
 11:30 AM LOW: A. McClorey, N. Kolenich 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: G. Miller 
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# CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = = ==== = = = = ====
 

MON 9/14/20 EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Fr. Cekada (Patrick & Anne Marie Omlor) 
  Blessing & veneration of relic of the True Cross 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Fr. Cekada (Eva Nellenbach) 
  Blessing & veneration of relic of the True Cross 

 
TUE 9/15/20 SEVEN SORROWS OF OUR LADY 
  ST. NICOMEDES, M 
 7:00 AM Low Mass JC Simpson–special intention (Sarah Burns) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Jesus, Mary, Joseph & St. Michael – in  
  thanksgiving for answered prayers (Judy) (rescheduled  
  from 9/8) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Marian Novena of Masses 

 
WED 9/16/20 EMBER WEDNESDAY FAST & PARTIAL ABSTINENCE 
  SS. CORNELIUS, P & CYPRIAN, BPMM 
  SS. EUPHEMIA, LUCY & GEMINIANUS, MM 
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Fr. Cekada & the flock at St. Gertrude the 
  Great (Daniel Duffy) 
 N.B. No 8:00 AM Mass 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Fr. Cekada (Collin Smith) 
 4:00 PM Reception of the Body, Rosary, Wake 
 5:10 PM Low Mass For †Fr. Cekada (Deborah Lieb) 
 8:00 PM Vespers for the Dead 

 
THU 9/17/20 STIGMATA OF ST. FRANCIS 
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Fr. Cekada (Rebecca Stump) 
 8:30 AM Matins & Lauds of the Dead 
  10:00 AM Pontifical Requiem Mass Repose of the soul of †Fr. 

 Cekada 

 
FRI 9/18/20 EMBER FRIDAY ! ST. JOSEPH CUPERTINO, C 
  TRIDUUM TO OUR LADY OF LA SALETTE 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Thank you to the Poor Souls for prayers  
  answered (Leanne Arlinghaus) 
 11:05 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM High Mass Poor Souls most in need (Mary Beth   
  Grumblatt) 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary  
 5:45 PM Low Mass †Jim Peter – 17th Anniversary (from 7/4)  
  (Simpson family) 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Novena & Benediction 

 
SAT 9/19/20 EMBER SATURDAY FAST & PARTIAL ABSTINENCE 
  SS. JANUARIUS, BPM & COMPANIONS, MM 
  VIGIL OF ST. MATTHEW ! OUR LADY OF LA SALETTE 
 7:15 AM Confessions 
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Fr. Cekada (Collin Smith) 
 8:20 AM Salve & Triduum 
 8:30 AM  (approx.) High Mass Most Reverend Daniel Dolan  
  (Theresa H. Couch) 

 
SUN 9/20/20  SOLEMNITY OF THE SEVEN SORROWS 
  PENTECOST XVI ! SS. EUSTACE & COMPANIONS, MM 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
 9:00 AM High Mass †Edward Marko (Dave & MaryAnn   
  Marko) (rescheduled from 9/13) 
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Rosary Sunday 
October  4 

 

Rosary Confraternity Breakfast after the High Mass 
Tickets on sale today!  $7 per person, or $25 per family. 

 

=
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= 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass †Ryan Greenwell 
 4:45 PM Vespers with Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass Repose of the soul of †Rob Brockman  
  (Don Buecker) 

	


