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Last week brought in the cool weather, just in 
time for a proper Fall. The trees are changing. Life is 
changing. The deaths and funerals continue, unabated 
since March. (But an uptick in baptisms: Three in the 
last month. Life does continue.) God calls, man must 
answer. But the beautiful weather these days surely 
contrasts with the contrived lies, the violence and 
manipulation which mark the “outside world.” 
Perhaps this is a call from the good God to lead more 
genuinely natural, and more supernatural lives. Here is 
healing, peace of heart, holiness and finally even hope 
for today and tomorrow. 

What a powerful help and incentive to Faith is 
the Most Holy Rosary we sing and celebrate and pray 
today. Pope Leo XIII points out that this heavenly gift 
is sent by God’s mercy to counteract the great evils of 
this age efficaciously, and so peacefully. If you’re not 
praying the Rosary, you are not only shirking your 
duty in a time of pending national—world—disaster, 
but you are also depriving yourself of the oxygen you 
need to survive and thrive. The enemy demands your 
servile compliance and suffocates you. Your Blessed 
Mother calls you and says: “Here, child, let me help 
you off with that thing. Good. Now take a deep 
breath. Doesn’t that feel better?” Praying is like 
breathing. It’s not an extra. It’s a necessity. 

We had a perfect Fall day for Dennis Hille’s 
funeral on Thursday. The church was about full, a 
beautiful tribute to a good family man and a faithful 
Catholic. In these confusing and changing times, 
Dennis set a strong silent example of stability and 
good sense. He will be missed. We need a man to 
come forward and take his place now as an 11:30 
usher. Ushers do more than you think, and we are so 
grateful for his fidelity to his post. 

Great thanks to the ladies and young ladies 
(well…they’re all young, aren’t they?) who prepared 
Helfta Hall and the fine Confraternity breakfast for 
today’s Rosary Sunday observance. Thanks, too, for 
the beautiful church and roses and High Mass and 
procession. You really see “St. Gertrude in action” 
when one of these annual traditions comes up, as well 
as for the “special events.” Fr. Cekada’s funeral 
brought out so many volunteers that this became its 
own most touching tribute.  

But this is a weekend, indeed a month, of prayer, 
at St. Gertrude the Great. So many devotions and 
traditions are lovingly carried out each October. What 
a powerful force of protection is unleashed over us, our 
families, our church and nation between Friday’s All 
Night Adoration, and November 2nd, All Souls Day. 
We’ll only truly feel the power of this prayer in  

eternity. But often Our Lord encourages us 
by giving little hints in time. 

So, it’s not too late. There’s still time! 
May the Angels direct your steps 

churchward this month, and Heavenward 
all your life.  
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áí=ÄÉëáÇÉ=ãÉ=áå=ãó=äáííäÉ=ÄÉÇKÒ=
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# CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = = ==== === = =
 

MON 10/5/20 SS. PLACID & COMPANIONS, MM 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Intentions of the Damian Arthur Family 

 (Theresa Simpson) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Father Cekada (Michelle Mikesell) 
 3:10 PM Rosary 

 
TUE 10/6/20 ST. BRUNO, C 
 7:00 AM Low Mass My Mother (T. Bayer) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Happy Birthday, Mary Rose Young (Bill & 

 Terri Young) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Mr. Robert Brockman (Pamela Spoor) 
 3:10 PM Rosary 
 5:00 PM Low Mass My special intentions (Anny Reilly) 

 
WED 10/7/20 THE MOST HOLY ROSARY 
  SS. MARK, PC & COMPANIONS, MM 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Mike Shawhan family (Simpson family) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special Intention (Carla Y. Reynolds) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Lumbatis Family – conversion (Hunter  

 Lumbatis) 
 3:00 PM Exposition, Rosary, Benediction, Holy  
  Communion 
 5:10 PM Low Mass †Paul Joseph O’Connor (JCS) 

 
THU 10/8/20 ST. BRIDGET, W 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Shawhan Family (Mr. & Mrs. Victor Ritze) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Jacinta & Anthony – thanksgiving for a safe 

 and healthy delivery (Theresa Simpson) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Richard C. VandeRyt (Mr. & Mrs. Mark 

 Lotarski & family) 
 3:10 PM Rosary 

 
FRI 10/9/20 ST. JOHN LEONARD, C 
  SS. DENIS, BP & COMPANIONS, MM 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Kent & Linda Maki (Dan, Mary & family) 
 11:10 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM High Mass For the Poor Souls in memory of   
  †Sebastian Shawhan (Linda Faith & Family) 
 $ 5:15 PM Exposition, October Devotions, Confessions  
 5:45 PM Sacred Heart Novena & Benediction 
 6:00 PM Sermon, Low Mass †Fr. Cekada – thanksgiving for a  
  happy death and for the repose of his soul (TRCS) 

 
SAT 10/10/20 ST. FRANCIS BORGIA, C 
 7:15 AM Confessions  
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Pete Gebel, †David Ostertag (Mike Briggs  
  Family) 
 $ 8:05 AM Exposition, October Devotions, Simple   
  Benediction, Salve  
 8:35 AM  High Mass My intentions (TRCS) 

 
SUN 10/11/20  MATERNITY OF OUR LADY ! PENTECOST XIX 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass †John Madafferi (Joe & Kathy Bayer) 
 9:00 AM High Mass †Father Anthony Cekada (Dave &  
  MaryAnn Marko) Month’s Mind=
 10:30 AM (approx.) Rosary Confraternity Enrollments 
 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:05 AM Rosary 

=

Candlelight  
Fatima Rosary  

Procession for Peace 
 

Tuesday, October 13 
7:15 PM in West Chester 

 

Feast of Our Lady of Fatima 
 

Please arrive early to receive your candle.  

=
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S e r v e r s  
 

SUN 10/11  7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: CHAPLAINS: J. Lacy, M. Simpson TH: Na. McClorey ACs: C. 
 Arlinghaus, T. England TORCH: D. England, B. McGinnis, J. McGinnis, C. 
 McGinnis TORCH MC: P. Omlor 
 11:30 AM LOW: J. Kolenich, A. McClorey 
 4:30 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: G. Miller 

 
 11:30 AM Low Mass Monica Prell – Happy Birthday (Mom &  
  Dad) 
 $ 4:30 PM Vespers, Rosary & Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

	


