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“It behooves us unanimously and inviolably to 
observe the ecclesiastical traditions, whether 
codified or simply retained by the customary 
practice of the Church.” – St. Peter Canisius 
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“Better that only a few Catholics should be 
left, staunch and sincere in their religion, 
than that they should, remaining many, de-
sire as it were, to be in collusion with the 
Church’s enemies and in conformity with the 
open foes of our faith.”  

– St. Peter Canisius=
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Happy Holy Family feast. 
A wish, a blessing, and a good 
resolution for this new year on 
this happy day which surely 
brings many blessings.  

Cloudy days, these. A Dark 
Winter, in more ways than one. 
But surely the sun will come 
again. In the meanwhile, all is 
bright and lightsome within. The 
best part of Christmas unfolds. 
The world is enthralled with the latest psyop, and their 
last, masked mini Christmas is long forgotten.  

But our children were not forgotten. What an 
encouraging group crowded the rails after each Mass 
last Sunday for the blessing. So many children, just like 
the old days. After the High Mass a packed Helfta Hall 
noisily joined the children for their party, with lots of 
sweets. The sermon-themed poem featured spiders, 
and the little ones didn’t seem to mind. I enjoyed it. 

The church is in glorious golden Epiphany now. 
The Miracle Star shines bright. Time for gentle light, 
and quiet visits to the Crib, Rosaries at the Tree. Take 
a look at your Christmas cards again, fondly, savor 
your Christmas cookies, relive memories of the long 
ago and yesterday. Yes, the Church bids us linger and 
wonder still, and love. Forty Days of Christmas will 
surely fortify us for the nevertheless inviting Forty Day 
Fast which Fr. McKenna pronounced for February 
17th at Wednesday’s Epiphany Pontifical. 

The “Announcement of the Moveable Feasts” 
last Epiphany was Fr. Cekada’s final service in our 
sanctuary. He had been in the back with the choir, but 
appeared as usual in his gold cope to sing this piquant 
paschal melody which lays out the great days of the 
Church year. By the last of them he would be gone. A 
profitable reminder for us all. Epiphany’s closing 
hymn, “Brightest and Best,” was a particular favorite 
of Fr. Cekada. How we sang it on Wednesday evening. 
So stirring! Surely enough to “raise the roof,” and to be 
heard even in Eternity. 

After a beautiful Epiphany Mass, we followed the 
star to Helfta and a fine holiday dinner by candlelight. 
The food, from hot hors d’oeurves to dessert, was 
abundant for the happy crowd which filled the hall for 
this beloved tradition. Another fine Gertrudian custom 
is sticking around to help clean up after that one brutal 
moment when the lights so beckon. You did, and 
thank you! Thank you, dear workers and benefactors 
for everything, all year long. Thanks too, to the  

caterer, Aponte, who always gives us a 
lagniappe. 

While the Church calendar clears for 
a bit and quiets these last weeks of 
Christmas, the world grows noisy. Notice 
how Covid chatter subsides when something or 
another is staged for our benefit. But Fr. de Caussade 
put it in perspective: He prays “Every moment and 
every event is guided by You. I am content.” He even 
goes so far as to say: “Events please me for their own 
sake, regardless of their consequences, because Your 
action lies behind them. Everything is heaven to me 
because all my moments manifest Your love.”  

I wish you all and your family such a heavenly 
week, and year! 
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# CALENDAR                          =
 

MON 1/11/21 WITHIN THE OCTAVE ! ST. HYGINUS, PM 
  8:00 AM Low Mass Relief of the Holy Souls (Kolenich Family) 
  11:25 AM  High Mass †M. Elaine Browne – 5th Anniversary  

  (Christopher Browne) 

 
TUE 1/12/21 WITHIN THE OCTAVE ! ST. BENET BISCOP, AB 

  7:00 AM Low Mass Andrew Prell – Happy Birthday (Mom & 
  Dad) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Vivian O’Laughlin (Mr. & Mrs. Mark 
  Lotarski & family) 

  5:00 PM Low Mass †William & †Marcella Hable (Kirby & 
  Jean Bischel) 

 
WED 1/13/21 OCTAVE DAY OF THE EPIPHANY 

  7:00 AM Low Mass Happy Birthday, Michael Kustra (Bill & 
  Terri Young) 
 $ 8:00 AM Low Mass †Fr. Anthony Cekada (Jim Soli) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Ronald Lotarski (Clare Lotarski) 

  5:15 PM Low Mass The Mark Fischer Sr. Family (Annie & 
  Mark Fischer Jr.) 

 
THU 1/14/21 ST. HILARY, BPCD ! ST. FELIX, PRM 
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Dennis Hille (Patrick Omlor) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Elsie Kloberdanz (Christensens) 
 11:25 AM  High Mass Mary Beth Grumblatt & children  
  (M.E.G.) 

 
FRI 1/15/21 ST. PAUL, FIRST HERMIT ! ST. MAURUS, AB 
   OUR LADY OF PROMPT SUCCOR 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Josephine Piper (Mr. & Mrs. Bill Oleyar) 
 11:05 AM Confessions  
 11:25 AM High Mass In thanksgiving to Our Blessed Mother, 
  for her constant care (Nathaniel Arnold) 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary 
 5:35 PM Infant of Prague Novena III 
 5:45 PM Low Mass A private intention (Patrick Omlor) 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Novena & Benediction 

 
SAT 1/16/21 ST. MARCELLUS I, PM 
 7:15 AM Confessions 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Holy Souls (Arlinghaus family) 
 8:05 AM  Alma & Sermon  
 8:20 AM  High Mass Poor Souls (Simpson family) 

 
SUN 1/17/21  EPIPHANY II 
   ST. ANTHONY, ABBOT ! OUR LADY OF PONTMAIN 
 7:05 AM  Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Ed Wilson – Rest in peace (Ken &  
  Regina Gilliam) 
 9:00 AM High Mass Rest in peace, †Father Cekada (Richard 
  & Gloria Zbilicki) 
 10:40 AM  Catechism Classes  
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass †Frank Youngworth – 16 year  
  anniversary (Diane Puglielli) 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
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SUN 1/17     7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: CHAPLAINS: P. Omlor, M. Simpson TH: C.  
 Richesson ACs: S. Richesson, A. McClorey TORCH: J. & B. 
 McGinnis, T. England, T. Lawrence MC: J. Lacy 
 11:30 AM LOW: A.D. Kinnett, J. Kolenich 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: G. Miller 
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