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Merry...oh, wait. Not so fast. There is still a whole 
week of Advent left, after all. It is not Christmas just 
yet! I wish you perseverance in your resolutions to pre-
pare your souls for a Christmas that will be profoundly 
joyful. Be thankful to God for this last week of Advent, 
since it will give those of us who haven’t observed Ad-
vent as faithfully as we should have an opportunity to 
make up for our procrastination. The temptation to 
neglect the spiritual preparation will be strong during 
these final few days as we feel the pressure of buying 
gifts and decorating our homes, but we must be deter-
mined not to let the temporal part of the Holy Day 
cause us to become forgetful of it. Hold fast, and pre-
pare your hearts and homes for the coming of the Sav-
ior. He is nigh! Even at the gates! 

The weather seems to have been taking a role in 
raising our mind to Advent thoughts. It has been a 
gloomy, indeed a very gloomy week here in the Cincin-
nati area; but it seems to be lifting now, reminding one 
of the condition of the human race before the Redemp-
tion. Man lived in a spiritual, shadowy darkness, but the 
darkness began to lift when Our Lady conceived of the 
Holy Ghost, and the light shone brightly at Our Lord’s 
birth. See how even the weather reminds us of the 
things of God! 

Fr. Oswalt stopped by on his way to a mission in 
Kentucky two Saturdays ago. We had a nice visit. He 
was telling us that he travels every weekend to various 
states, including Illinois, Maryland, Kentucky, Tennes-
see, Alabama, and Mississippi to offer holy Mass for 
pockets of faithful Catholics. Missionary work is some-
times very burdensome and requires a lot of endurance, 
but is most necessary these days. Pray for him and for all 
of our missionaries, domestic and foreign. 

Speaking of missions, it seems that a few souls 
from Holy Face Mission in Illinois will be making the 
long trek (though not so long as that of the Magi, to be 
sure) to St. Gertrude’s for Midnight Mass. I am looking 
forward to seeing them, as well as all of you. Christmas 
is regarded as a family affair, after all, and aren’t we here 
as St. Gertrude’s family? God is our Father, Mary is our 
Mother and Christ is our Brother, while you and I are 
adopted children of God. It makes sense, then, that we 
should have our own family gathering in Church on 
Christmas Day. 

One last practical piece of pastoral advice for this 
final week of Advent! Have you made your Christmas 
confession? Our Lord came from heaven to earth to rec-
oncile and to make peace between God and man. It on-
ly makes sense that we should go to confession where we 
will find forgiveness. Neither should we forget, since we  

have received the forgiveness of Our Lord, to 
extend forgiveness towards those who have 
(seemingly) offended us. 

Blessed Advent! 
– Bishop McGuire 

=
qeb=l=^kqfmelkp=

=

cêçã=aÉÅÉãÄÉê=NTJOPI=íÜÉ=`ÜìêÅÜ=çÄëÉêîÉë=íÜÉ=~åÅáÉåí=
Åìëíçã=çÑ= éê~óáåÖ= É~ÅÜ= Ç~ó= çåÉ= çÑ= íÜÉ= ëÉîÉå= “lÒ=^åíáJ
éÜçåëI= ëç= Å~ääÉÇ= ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ= É~ÅÜ= çåÉ= ~ÇÇêÉëëÉë= íÜÉ= dçÇ=
tÜç= ÅçãÉë= áå=`Üêáëí=ïáíÜ= ~= ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí= ÄáÄäáÅ~ä= íáíäÉI= ÄÉJ
ÖáååáåÖ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=áåîçÅ~íáçå=“lKÒ=få=i~íáåI=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=äÉííÉêë=
çÑ=íÜÉ=íáíäÉëI=êÉ~Ç=áå=êÉîÉêëÉ=çêÇÉêI=Ñçêã=íÜÉ=~ÅêçëíáÅ=“bêç=
Åê~ëIÒ=ïÜáÅÜ= íê~åëä~íÉë= ~ë= “f=ïáää= ÄÉ=ïáíÜ= óçì= íçãçêêçïKÒ=
qÜÉëÉ= íÉñíëI= íê~ÅÉÇ= Ä~Åâ= íç= ëÉîÉåíÜJÅÉåíìêó=bìêçéÉI= ~êÉ=
ëíÉÉéÉÇ=áå=ÄáÄäáÅ~ä=~ääìëáçåë=çÑÑÉêáåÖ=~=êáÅÜ=ëçìêÅÉ=Ñçê=éÉêJ
ëçå~ä= éê~óÉê= ~åÇ= êÉÑäÉÅíáçå= ÇìêáåÖ= íÜÉëÉ= Ñáå~ä= Ç~óë= çÑ=
éêÉé~ê~íáçå=Ñçê=íÜÉ=ÅÉäÉÄê~íáçå=çÑ=`Üêáëíã~ëK=

qÜÉ=çÄàÉÅí=çÑ=íÜÉ=`ÜìêÅÜ=áå=êÉÅçããÉåÇáåÖ=íÜÉã=íç=
çìê=éáÉíóI=ÇìêáåÖ=íÜÉ=Ç~óë=çÑ=^ÇîÉåíI=ïÜáÅÜ=áããÉÇá~íÉäó=
éêÉÅÉÇÉ=íÜÉ=ÄáêíÜ=çÑ=gÉëìë=`ÜêáëíI=áë=íç=áåÇìÅÉ=ìë=ãçêÉ=ÉÑJ
ÑáÅ~Åáçìëäó= íç=éêÉé~êÉ=çìêëÉäîÉë=ïçêíÜáäó= Ñçê=eáë= ëéáêáíì~ä=
ÄáêíÜ=áå=çìê=ÜÉ~êíëK==

iÉí= ìë= ÉåíÉê= áåíç= íÜÉ= ëéáêáí= çÑ= íÜÉ=`ÜìêÅÜI= ~åÇ= áåJ
ÅêÉ~ëÉ=íÜÉ=ÑÉêîçê=çÑ=çìê=ÇÉëáêÉëI=ÄÉÖÖáåÖ=íÜ~í=gÉëìë=`Üêáëí=
ã~ó=îáëáí=ìëI=ÉåäáÖÜíÉå=~åÇ=ÇÉäáîÉê=ìëI=áåëíêìÅí=~åÇ=ë~åÅíáJ
Ñó=ìëK=

aÉÅK= NT= Ó=l=p~éáÉåíá~= EtáëÇçãFI=ïÜç= Å~ãÉëí= çìí= çÑ= íÜÉ=
ãçìíÜ=çÑ=íÜÉ=jçëí=eáÖÜI=êÉ~ÅÜáåÖ=Ñêçã=ÉåÇ=íç=ÉåÇ=~åÇ=çêÇÉêáåÖ=
~ää= íÜáåÖë= ãáÖÜíáäó= ~åÇ= ëïÉÉíäóW= ÅçãÉ= ~åÇ= íÉ~ÅÜ= ìë= íÜÉ= ï~ó= çÑ=
éêìÇÉåÅÉK=

aÉÅK=NU=Ó=l=^Ççå~á=EiçêÇFI=~åÇ=iÉ~ÇÉê=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÜçìëÉ=çÑ=fëJ
ê~ÉäI=ïÜç=ÇáÇëí=~ééÉ~ê=íç=jçëÉë=áå=íÜÉ=Ñä~ãÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ÄìêåáåÖ=ÄìëÜI=
~åÇ= ÇáÇëí= ÖáîÉ= ìåíç= Üáã= íÜÉ= ä~ï= çå= páå~áW= ÅçãÉ= ~åÇ=ïáíÜ= ~å=
çìíëíêÉíÅÜÉÇ=~êã=êÉÇÉÉã=ìëK=

aÉÅK=NV=Ó=l=R~Çáñ=gÉëëÉ=ERççí=çÑ=gÉëëÉFI=ïÜç=ëí~åÇÉëí=Ñçê=
~å=ÉåëáÖå=çÑ=íÜÉ=éÉçéäÉI=ÄÉÑçêÉ=ïÜçã=âáåÖë=ëÜ~ää=âÉÉé=ëáäÉåÅÉI=~åÇ=
ìåíç=ïÜçã= íÜÉ=dÉåíáäÉë= ëÜ~ää= ã~âÉ= íÜÉáê= ëìééäáÅ~íáçåW= ÅçãÉ= íç=
ÇÉäáîÉê=ìëI=~åÇ=í~êêó=åçíK=

aÉÅK=OM=Ó=l=`ä~îáë=a~îáÇ=EhÉó=çÑ=a~îáÇFI=~åÇ=pÅÉéíêÉ=çÑ=
íÜÉ= ÜçìëÉ= çÑ= fëê~ÉäI= ïÜç= çéÉåÉëí= ~åÇ= åç= ã~å= ëÜìííÉíÜI= ïÜç=
ëÜìííÉëí=~åÇ=åç=ã~å=çéÉåÉíÜW=ÅçãÉ=~åÇ=ÄêáåÖ=ÑçêíÜ=Ñêçã=Üáë=éêáëJ
çåÜçìëÉI=íÜÉ=Å~éíáîÉ=íÜ~í=ëáííÉíÜ=áå=Ç~êâåÉëë=~åÇ=áå=íÜÉ=ëÜ~Ççï=çÑ=
ÇÉ~íÜK=

aÉÅK= ON= Ó=l=lêáÉåë= Ea~ïå= çÑ= íÜÉ= b~ëí= çê=a~óëéêáåÖFI=
ÄêáÖÜíåÉëë=çÑ=íÜÉ= äáÖÜí=ÉíÉêå~äI=~åÇ=pìå=çÑ=gìëíáÅÉI= ÅçãÉ=~åÇ=ÉåJ
äáÖÜíÉå=íÜÉã=íÜ~í=ëáí=áå=Ç~êâåÉëë=~åÇ=áå=íÜÉ=ëÜ~Ççï=çÑ=ÇÉ~íÜK=

aÉÅK=OO=Ó=l=RÉñ=dÉåíáìã=EháåÖ=çÑ=íÜÉ=dÉåíáäÉëF=~åÇ=íÜÉ=
ÇÉëáêÉÇ=çÑ=íÜÉãI=qÜçì=ÅçêåÉêëíçåÉ=íÜ~í=ã~âÉëí=ÄçíÜ=çåÉI=ÅçãÉ=~åÇ=
ÇÉäáîÉê=ã~åI=ïÜçã=qÜçì=ÇáÇëí=Ñçêã=çìí=çÑ=íÜÉ=Çìëí=çÑ=íÜÉ=É~êíÜK==

aÉÅK= OP= Ó=l= bãã~åìÉä= EdçÇ= táíÜ= rëFI= çìê= háåÖ= ~åÇ=
i~ïÖáîÉêI=íÜÉ=ÉñéÉÅíÉÇ=çÑ=íÜÉ=å~íáçåë=~åÇ=íÜÉáê=p~îáçêI=ÅçãÉ=íç=
ë~îÉ=ìëI=l=içêÇ=çìê=dçÇK==



" CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = = = = = === = = = = ==="=prka^v=pbsbk===
 

MON 12/19/22 FERIAL DAY 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Darlene Rentschler 
 11:25 AM High Mass Rose Kuebler Birthday (12/19) 

 
TUE 12/20/22 VIGIL OF ST. THOMAS 
 7:00 AM Rorate High Mass Richard’s grand & great grand-

children (Darlene Rentschler) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Repose of the soul of †Nina Krawczyk 
  (Krawczyk Family) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass Repose of the soul of †Ernie Stump  
  (Father) (Rebecca Stump) 

 
WED 12/21/22 ST. THOMAS, AP  
 8:00 AM Low Mass Happy Birthday Paul Puglielli (From  
  Mom) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Keith & Mary Anniversary 
 5:10 PM Low Mass For our deceased Grandparents (Renee 

Arlinghaus) 

 
THU 12/22/22 ST. FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI, V 
 7:00 AM Rorate High Mass Jean’s Family (Darlene Rentschler) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Katie, †Sharon, †H.O. & †Mike Briggs 
  (Your Church Family) 
  Church Decorating all day 

 
FRI 12/23/22 FERIAL DAY 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Repose of the soul of †Nina Krawczyk 

(Krawczyk Family) 
 11:05 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Low Mass Repose of the soul of †Barbara Stump  
  (Mother) (Rebecca Stump) 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary 
 5:45 PM Low Mass The Clergy of St. Gertrude the Great  
  (Mark Cash) 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Novena, Christmas Novena,  
  Benediction 

 
SAT 12/24/22 VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS    FAST & TOTAL ABSTINENCE 
 7:00 AM The Office of Prime 
 7:45 AM Christmas Confessions 
 8:00 AM Solemn High Mass Fr. Lehtoranta (Alter Christus  
  Confraternity) 
 1:30 PM First Vespers of Christmas 
 8:30 PM The Office of Matins 
 10:30 PM Carols 
 11:00 PM Procession & Blessing of Crib 
 11:15 PM Midnight Mass Christmas Novena I  
  followed by Lauds  
  Potluck Supper in Helfta Hall 

 
SUN 12/25/22  CHRISTMAS DAY   HOLY DAY 
 9:00 AM Low Mass with String Quartet †Katie Bischak – 
  5th anniversary 12/22 (Gloria Zbilicki) 
 11:00 AM Low Mass with Carols For the people of St.  
  Gertrude the Great 
 5:45 PM Vespers of Christmas Day 

No evening Mass 
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Servers 

 

FRI 12/23 5:45 PM LOW: Capetillos  
 

SAT 12/24 8:00 AM SOL.HIGH: MC: P. Omlor TH: D. Simpson ACS: M. 
 Simpson, Seminarian 

MIDNIGHT MASS SERVERS POSTED IN SACRISTY. 
 

SUN 12/25 9:00 AM LOW: Brueggemanns BENEDICTION: Brueggemanns, P. 
 Omlor, D. Simpson 
 11:00 AM LOW: Seminarian, Volunteer 

 

=
 Ushers 

CHRISTMAS DAY 12/25 
MIDNIGHT (ARRIVE BY 10:30PM): M. Lotarski, S. Weigand, P. Puglielli  
9:00 AM: S. Pepiot, P. McConnell, J. Brueggemann, C. Brueggemann 
11:00 AM: J. Seyfried, Volunteer 

	


