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The past week was one filled with all sorts of 
news ranging from the edifying to the humorous to 
the serious. Much like our weather it changes from 
day to day. God, however, never changes. He is the 
Changeless One, the only Being that is stable in all 
the universe. This is why we must always stay close 
and hold on to God. Only in this way can we ever 
hope to remain stable, always calm and meek in this 
so very unstable and always changing world of ours.   

Sad news reached us of the recent death of Sister 
Mary Joseph, F.M., who entered eternity on the feast 
of St. Frances of Rome, March 9, 2023. She was a 
Religious at Roundtop, where Bp. Kelly has a con-
vent of nuns. In her earlier years, she ran some Girl’s 
Camps for us. The camp in those days was at the old 
Schappacher farm which, I believe, sits right on the 
Ross County border. Fr. Lehtoranta promptly of-
fered a Mass for Sister the very next day after her 
death. Please remember her in your prayers this Lent. 

The Children’s Lenten Day of Recollection this 
past Wednesday was a success! I think there were sixty 
kids present, most of them younger this time around. 
Each of the Fathers gave one talk this year and then 
we balanced out the rest of the work. Mr. Lotarski 
found some St. Francis de Sales Stations of the Cross, 
so we used them. They are some of the best I have 
seen and are filled with such helpful meditations and 
prayers. My favorite part of the day was the Rosary 
with the kids. The little ones were not shy about an-
swering the prayers and all I could think of was a little 
army of Holy Innocents joining in the prayers. It was 
a very sweet moment. But the children, I think, rather 
enjoyed the pop-up picture book about Our Lady of 
Guadalupe which I read to them. 

The last bit of news is that a little cat seems to 
have adopted the Sisters! It is a cute little thing. So 
one evening after dinner I asked Fr. McKenna if he 
wanted to go see it. Well, off we went through the 
brisk night air to find kitty. When we arrived at the 
place we heard some rustling, but couldn’t make out 
what it was since our eyes had not yet adjusted to the 
dark. What was our surprise when we saw, instead of 
the cat, two little skunks which we had accidentally 
backed into a corner...never a good situation. Fearing 
the worst, we hightailed it out of there. Whew! That 
was a close one. I wonder how the cat managed that 
night. All I know is that the cat was still there the next 
day. 

St. Patrick’s feast day comes later this week. You 
are dispensed from the fast but you must still observe 

the Friday abstinence. Still, it will be a fes-
tive day with a Solemn High Mass at the 
usual time of 11:25. I hope you will then 
join us for the Lenten Evening of Devo-
tions! 

As always, be assured of my prayers and especial-
ly my wishes that you profit much from your Lenten 
devotions in honor of St. Francis de Sales. God bless 
you and Mary keep you! 

– Bishop McGuire 
=
=
=
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$ CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = = = = = $=cRlj=^=cRfbka=lc=pqK=cR^k`fp=
 

MON 3/13/23 FERIAL DAY 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Poor Souls (M.E.G.) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Special intention–salvation (Ross Johnson) 
 12:20 PM Vespers 
 5:00 PM Low Mass Thomas & Brandy Gardner – marriage 
  blessings (Theresa Simpson) 

 
TUE 3/14/23 FERIAL DAY  
 8:00 AM Low Mass Conversion of A. Bayer (David Bayer) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Special intention–salvation (Ross Johnson) 
 12:20 PM Vespers 
 5:00 PM Low Mass St. Francis of Assisi – Thank you (Rebecca 
  Hinton) 

 
WED 3/15/23 FERIAL DAY ! ST. CLEMENT MARY HOFBAUER, C 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Private Intentions (David Bayer) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special intention–salvation (Ross Johnson) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Special Intention Deceased (R.W.)  
  (Kirby & Jean Bischel) 
 12:20 PM Vespers 
 3:00 PM Stations of the Cross, Holy Communion 
 5:10 PM Low Mass Mary Beth Grumblatt (M.E.G.) 

 
THU 3/16/23 FERIAL DAY 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Special intention–salvation (Ross Johnson) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Mary Beth Grumblatt (M.E.G.) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Veronica Bayer (David Bayer) 
 12:20 PM Vespers 
 5:00 PM Low Mass Happy Anniversary Dad & Mom (Anna 
  & Cecilia Brueggemann) 

 
FRI 3/17/23 ST. PATRICK, BPC ! ST. JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA, C  
  THE FIVE HOLY WOUNDS 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special intention–salvation (Ross Johnson) 
 11:05 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Solemn High Mass The intentions of my brother 
  Joseph (Fr. McMahon) 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary 
 5:45 PM Low Mass †Bishop Dolan (Mary Beth Grumblatt) 
  Sacred Heart Novena 
 6:45 PM Lenten Supper 
 7:30 PM Stations, Sermonette, Sorrowful Mother   
  Novena VII, Blessing of the Sick, Benediction 
 8:30 PM (approx.) Distribution of Holy Communion 

 
SAT 3/18/23 ST. CYRIL OF JERUSALEM, BPCD  
 7:10 AM Confessions 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Special intention–salvation (Ross Johnson) 
 8:10 AM Ave Regina, Sermon 
 8:20 AM High Mass Souls in Purgatory (David Bayer) 
  Sodality of Charity Meeting 

 
SUN 3/19/23  LENT IV ! LAETARE SUNDAY  
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Lisa McConnell – Thank you (Joan L.) 
 9:00 AM High Mass Special intention–salvation (Ross Johnson) 
 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:15 AM Short Stations of the Cross 
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Servers 

 

FRI 3/17 5:45 PM LOW: Brueggemanns 
 

SAT 3/18 7:30 AM LOW: P. Omlor 
 8:20 AM HIGH: D. Simpson, Kolenichs 
  

SUN 3/19 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann Bros. 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: M. Simpson, C. Richesson TH: S. Richesson 
 ACS: C. Arlinghaus, M. Brueggemann TORCH: L. Rabjohns, M. 
 McConnell, F. Caggeso, A. Constantino, C. Van Der Putten, I. Smith 
 11:30 AM LOW: Capetillos 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller, Seminarian 
 5:45 PM LOW: Seminarian 
 
 
 11:30 AM Low Mass Fr. Ercoli & Fr. Romero – 25th Jubilee  
  (The Hudson Family) 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

	



DAILY MORNING PRAYER 
Lord, I lay before Thee my weak heart, 
which Thou fillest with good desires. 
Thou knowest that I am unable to bring 
the same to good effect, unless Thou bless 
and prosper them, and therefore, O Lov-
ing Father, I entreat Thee to help me by 
the merits and Passion of Thy dear Son, to 
Whose honor I would devote this day and 
my whole life.  

– St. Francis de Sales 
 

MONDAY IN LENT III 
Since God often sends us His inspirations 
by means of His Angels, we ought fre-
quently to offer Him our aspirations 
through the same channel. The souls of 
the holy dead who are in Paradise with 
the Angels, and of whom our Savior has 
taught us that they are like to and equal 
with them, also assist us by their holy 
prayers.  

Let us then unite our hearts to   these 
celestial spirits and blessed souls, so that 
as the young nightingale learns to sing 
from the older ones, surely by the sacred 
communion which we have with the 
Saints we may the better pray and praise 
our God. “I will sing praise unto Thee,” 
said David, “in the sight of the Angels” 
(Ps. cxxxvii. 1).  

– Introduction to the Devout Life 
 

Resolution: Choose as your patron some 
Saints in particular, to whose life and imi-
tation you feel most drawn, and in whose 

intercession you feel an especial confi-
dence. The Saint whose name you bear is 
already assigned you from your baptism.  
 

TUESDAY IN LENT III 
Honor, reverence, and love the holy and 
glorious Virgin Mary, for she is the 
Mother of our Lord, and therefore our 
Mother also. Fly to her as her child, and 
cast yourself at her knees with a perfect 
confidence at all times, and on all occa-
sions. Call on this dear Mother, appeal to 
her maternal love, and strive to imitate 
her virtues. Familiarize yourself with the 
thought of the holy Angels, and honor es-
pecially the Angel Guardian of the dio-
cese in which you live, and those of your 
neighbors, and above all your own. Call 
on them and honor them frequently, and 
ask their help in all your affairs, temporal 
as well as spiritual.  

– Introduction to the Devout Life 
 

WEDNESDAY IN LENT III 
The holy Peter Lefèvre, first priest, 
preacher, and lector in theology of the 
Society of Jesus, and earliest companion 
of St. Ignatius its founder, on returning 
one day from Germany where he had 
done great things for the glory of our 
Lord, happened to pass his birthplace 
which was in this diocese. He related that 
in journeying through districts infected by 
heresy he had received many consolations 
through a practice he had adopted of sa-

luting the Guardian Angel of each parish 
on his entering it; and he said that he sen-
sibly experienced their help both in 
guarding him from ambushes of the here-
tics, and also in rendering several souls 
mild and docile to receive the doctrines of 
salvation.  

– Introduction to the Devout Life 
 

THURSDAY IN LENT III 
The Christian should love husband or 
wife with a calm, tranquil, firm and con-
stant love, chiefly because God desires 
and enjoins us to do so. The same reason 
holds good as to children and other rela-
tives and friends, each one according to 
his rank. But as a general thing, what is 
the state of your heart with regard to your 
neighbor? Do you love him from your 
heart and for the love of God? In order to 
prove this, you must call to mind certain 
disagreeable, troublesome individuals, for 
with such it is that we practice the love of 
God towards our neighbor, and still more 
towards those who do us any injury either 
in word or deed. Try whether your heart is 
clear with regard to such, and whether 
you have to force it to love them? 

Are you slow to speak evil of your 
neighbor, especially of those whom you 
do not like? Do you never injure him ei-
ther directly or indirectly? A very little 
reflection will easily satisfy you on these 
points.  

– Introduction to the Devout Life 



FRIDAY IN LENT III 
THE FIVE HOLY WOUNDS 

Consider the eternal love which God had 
borne you; for even before our blessed 
Lord Jesus Christ became man and suf-
fered on the Cross for you, His Divine 
Majesty foresaw you in His sovereign 
goodness and loved you exceedingly. 
When did He begin to love you? When 
He began to be God. And when was His 
beginning? Never, for He has always 
been, without beginning and without end: 
wherefore He has always loved you, and 
from eternity prepared the favors and 
graces which He has bestowed upon you. 
And by His prophet He says (and He 
speaks to you as much as to any), “I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love; there-
fore I have drawn thee, taking pity on 
thee” (Jer. xxxi. 3). Amongst other things, 
then, He thought to lead you to resolve on 
serving Him.  

– Introduction to the Devout Life 
 

SATURDAY IN LENT III 
“Let us run to Mary, and, as her little 
children, cast ourselves into her arms with 
a perfect confidence.” – St. Francis de 
Sales 

William Fitzgerald notes, “Calling 
on Mary to ‘remember’ is an act of bold-
ness, but it is boldness justified by tradi-
tion…Mary needs no reminder of her role 
in the realm of salvation. However, those 
who call upon her do require such re-

minders, if not specifically then more 
generally—to remind them of their place 
as supplicants before the Virgin Mary. 
Asking Mary to intercede as Advocate 
does not guarantee that a specific request 
will be granted, only that divine assis-
tance will be.” 
 

Resolution: To recite frequently, with a 
bold confidence, the Memorare. 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
Children who have a good father ought to 
imitate him and follow his commandment 
in all things. Now, we have a Father bet-
ter than all others and from Whom all 
good is derived. [Jas. 1:17]. His com-
mandments can be nothing but perfect 
and salutary. Thus we should imitate Him 
as perfectly as possible, and also obey His 
divine ordinances. But of all His precepts, 
there is none which He stresses so ear-
nestly, nor for which He has indicated 
that He desires so exact an observance, as 
that of the love of neighbor. The Com-
mandment to love God is higher than the 
Commandment to love neighbor; but 
since nature offers greater resistance to 
the love of neighbor, it was necessary that 
we should be encouraged in a more par-
ticular manner to its practice.  

– St. Francis de Sales’ Sermons for Lent.  
 

Practice: Reread Thursday’s lesson. 
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