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It is First Friday afternoon as I type out this 
quick note. The time away was quite nice and so 
very helpful. Fr. McKenna teases me sometimes be-
cause I still say that I have to go into town to run 
some errands. He always reminds me that we are in 
town. Well, I was able to forget town and city life 
for a while and spend some time in the woods of the 
Smoky Mountains—I guess you could say that, for a 
time, I was the Bishop in the Woods (not everyone 
will understand the pun though!). In any case, I had 
my share of animals as I had a few close encounters 
with black bears, a cute little fox, and some other 
interesting wildlife. The best part of all was being 
away from the city. I forgot how quiet it can be. I 
never did like being in an atmosphere of never end-
ing streets, cars, and buildings. Growing up in the 
country I never found those things very appealing, 
although there is something special about living in 
West Chester that makes it all seem worthwhile. It is 
because the Sacred Heart dwells in our midst and 
one does not often find Him in the countryside, ex-
cept for an occasional Mass once a month. As a 
priest, I now see things differently as I did as a kid, 
and wonder how anyone could settle down peaceful-
ly in the country, far away from Mass and Our Lord. 
Never again would I choose to move back to the 
country since it would almost necessarily mean mov-
ing away from Our Lord and all that matters. What 
is this life if we do not have Our Lord...if we do not 
have Holy Mass?! St. Gertrude’s is our own little 
refuge, our own little Tabor, and “it is good for us to 
be here!”  

Fr. Thielen’s health has improved immensely 
during his stay here. I think he is itching to get back 
to his apostolic life. We priests have enjoyed his stay 
here and have benefited very much from his edifying 
stories and anecdotes. We will miss him when he 
returns home, but know that he is serving Our Lord 
and guiding souls to heaven—and we know that we 
stay in touch. Fr. Lehtoranta sent a few nice reports 
and worked quite hard over the last few weeks. He is 
getting ready for the school year in which he will 
have a very heavy teaching load. Fr. Brueggemann 
had a teacher’s meeting to discuss the seminary pro-
gram for this year. All seems to be moving in the 
right direction. Fr. McKenna left for Milwaukee on 
Thursday evening, and Fr. Simpson came back 
from a short vacation just in time to turn around 
and leave for Texas! 

That is the news for this week, but 
there will be much more to come. I 
hope you enjoy your Labor Day week-
end and come back well rested. Re-
member Our Lady of Sorrows this 
month which is dedicated to her honor. It is only 
fitting because she remembered us at the Foot of 
the Cross. 

– Bishop McGuire 
=

=

=
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pç= ÇÉÉé= ï~ë= íÜó= ÜìãáäáíóI= l= Üçäó= máìë= uI= íÜ~í= ïÜÉå=
íÜçì=ïÉêí= ê~áëÉÇ= íç= íÜÉ= ëìããáí= çÑ= íÜÉ= éêáÉëíÜççÇ= íÜçì=
ÇáÇëí= ëÜÉÇ= íÉ~êë= çÑ= ÜÉ~êíÑÉäí= ÖêáÉÑI= ÇÉÅä~êáåÖ= íÜóëÉäÑ= ìåJ
ïçêíÜó=çÑ= íÜÉ=çÑÑáÅÉ;= Äó= íÜó=éê~óÉêë= íç=dçÇ=çå=çìê=ÄÉJ
Ü~äÑI= éêçÅìêÉ= Ñçê= ìëI= íççI= íÜÉ= Öê~ÅÉ= íç= ÄÉ= ÜìãÄäÉ= áå= ~ää=
çìê=ÇçáåÖI=íç=ÄÉ=ëìÄãáëëáîÉ=~äï~óë=íç=eáë=Üçäó=ïáääK=

dáîÉ= ìëI= íÜêçìÖÜ= íÜÉ= éçïÉê= çÑ= íÜó= éäÉ~ÇáåÖI= ~=
ÖêÉ~íÉê=Ñ~áíÜ=áå=ÇáîáåÉ=éêçîáÇÉåÅÉI=~åÇ=ëÉÅìêÉ=Ñçê=ìë=íÜáë=
ÄççåW= íÜ~í= Üìã~åâáåÇI= ÇáëãÉãÄÉêÉÇ= åçï= Äó= ëÉäÑJ
ÅçåÅÉáíI=ÄÉ=ëé~êÉÇ=íÜÉ=ëÅçìêÖÉ=çÑ=ÑìêíÜÉê=ï~êë;=ã~ó=ëáåJ
ÅÉêáíó=çÑ=éìêéçëÉI=ÅÜ~êáíó=~åÇ=àìëíáÅÉ=êìäÉ=ëìéêÉãÉ=áå=íÜÉ=
ãáåÇë=çÑ= íÜçëÉ=ïÜç=êìäÉI=ÄêáåÖáåÖ=ìë=éÉ~ÅÉ= íÜ~í= áë= êÉ~ä;=
~åÇ=áå=íÜÉ=ÜÉ~êíë=çÑ=~ää=çÑ=ìë=ÄÉ=ÑçìåÇ=íÜÉ=ëíêÉåÖíÜ=íç=äáîÉ=
áå= ÇÉí~ÅÜãÉåí= Ñêçã= íÜÉ= ÖççÇ= çÑ= íÜáë= É~êíÜI= ~ÑíÉê= íÜÉ=
ãçÇÉä=çÑ=íÜó=Üçäó=éçîÉêíóK=

_É=çìê=é~íêçåI=ÇÉ~ê=píK=máìë=uI=áå=íÜó=äçîáåÖ=âáåÇJ
åÉëëI= íç=ëÉí=ìë=ÑêÉÉ=Ñêçã=ÉîÉêó=ÉîáäK=^åÇ=~í=íÜÉ=ãçãÉåí=
çÑ=çìê=ÇÉ~íÜI=ÅçãÉ=íç=çìê=~ëëáëí~åÅÉI=ëç=íÜ~í=ïÉ=ã~ó=ÄÉ=
ïáíÜ= íÜÉÉ= áå= m~ê~ÇáëÉ= ~åÇ= íçÖÉíÜÉê= ïáíÜ= íÜÉÉ= ëáåÖ= íÜÉ=
éê~áëÉë=çÑ=çìê=içêÇ=~åÇ=çÑ=eáë=ÄäÉëëÉÇ=ãçíÜÉêK=^ãÉåK==



# CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = ==== = = = = ====#=clR=i^_lR=a^v=tbbhbka=
 

MON 9/4/23 FERIAL DAY ! ST. ROSE OF VITERBO, V ! LABOR DAY  
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Fr. Kevin Vaillancourt, rest in peace  
  (The Omlor Family) 
 9:00 AM Low Mass †Nina Krawczyk (The Omlor Family) 

 
TUE 9/5/23 ST. LAWRENCE JUSTINIAN, BPC 
  CLOSING OF SUMMER NOVENA AFTER ALL MASSES 
    7:00 AM Low Mass †Fr. Kevin Vaillancourt, rest in peace  
  (The Omlor Family) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Robert Simpson – died 3/26/23  
  (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass †David MacDonald Jr. – 13th anniversary  
  4/6 (Tom & Karen Simpson) 

 
WED 9/6/23 FERIAL DAY ! FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
  FIRST WEDNESDAY – PRAY TO ST. JOSEPH 

 8:00 AM Low Mass †Patricia Allen, R.I.P. (The Omlor Family) 
 11:25 AM Veni Creator, Votive Mass of the Holy Ghost 

 Gary Napier (Dan, Mary & family) 
 5:10 PM Low Mass †Guy Macchia – 45th anniversary 4/13 

 (Tom & Karen Simpson) 

 
THU 9/7/23 FERIAL DAY ! ST. CLOUD, C 
  FIRST THURSDAY – PRAY FOR PRIESTS 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Fr. Kevin Vaillancourt, rest in peace  
  (The Omlor Family) 
 11:25 AM High Mass All of our deceased relatives  
  (The Omlor Family) 
 5:00 PM Holy Hour, Low Mass For the sanctification of  
  priests (Alter Christus Confraternity) 

 
FRI 9/8/23 NATIVITY OF OUR LADY ! ST. ADRIAN, M 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Lawrence family–Thank you (Julie Hudson) 
 10:55 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM High Mass The Lawrence Family (The Hudson  
  Family), Blessing of Seeds & Seedlings,  
  Birthday Party for Baby Mary 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary  
 5:45 PM Low Mass †Fr. Martin Stepanich (The Omlor Family) 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Novena, Benediction 

 
SAT 9/9/23 ST. PETER CLAVER, C ! ST. GORGONIUS, M 
 7:10 AM Confessions 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Keith & Karla Lawrence – Thank you  
  (A.M.B.) 
 8:10 AM Salve, Sermon 
 8:20 AM High Mass Our children & grandchildren  
  (Mr. & Mrs. Hudson) 

 
SUN 9/10/23  SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY NAME OF MARY 
   PENTECOST XI ! ST. NICHOLAS OF TOLENTINO, C 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass For all my willing, patient helpers during 
  Holy Week – Thank you! (Sr. Eulalia) 
 9:00 AM High Mass Sr. Mary Veronica (The Hudson Family) 
 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass Nicholas Nett, thank you so very much 
  (N. Andreotta & A. Swinney) 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction 

 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

=
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däçêáçìë= p~áåí= gçëÉéÜI= é~ííÉêå= çÑ=
~ää=ïÜç=~êÉ=ÇÉîçíÉÇ=íç=íçáäI=çÄJ
í~áå=Ñçê=ãÉ=íÜÉ=Öê~ÅÉ=íç=íçáä=áå=
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íÜÉêÉÄó= íç=~íçåÉ= Ñçê=ãó=ã~åó=
ëáåë;= íç= íçáä= ÅçåëÅáÉåíáçìëäóI=
éìííáåÖ= ÇÉîçíáçå= íç= Çìíó= ÄÉJ
ÑçêÉ= ãó= çïå= áåÅäáå~íáçåë;= íç=
ä~Äçê= ïáíÜ= íÜ~åâëÖáîáåÖ= ~åÇ=

àçóI=ÇÉÉãáåÖ= áí= ~å=Üçåçê= íç=ÉãJ
éäçó= ~åÇ= íç= ÇÉîÉäçéI= Äó= ãó= ä~ÄçêI=

íÜÉ=ÖáÑíë=f=Ü~îÉ=êÉÅÉáîÉÇ=Ñêçã=^äãáÖÜíó=dçÇ;=íç=ïçêâ=ïáíÜ=
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í~äÉåíë= ìåÉãéäçóÉÇI= çÑ= ÖççÇ= ìåÇçåÉI= ~åÇ= çÑ= ãó= Éãéíó=
éêáÇÉ=áå=ëìÅÅÉëëI=ïÜáÅÜ=áë=ëç=Ñ~í~ä=íç=íÜÉ=ïçêâ=çÑ=dçÇK=^ää=
Ñçê=gÉëìëI=~ää=íÜêçìÖÜ=j~êóI=~ää=áå=áãáí~íáçå=çÑ=íÜÉÉI=l=m~J
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Our Beloved Dead – September 
=

b~êä=bìÖÉåÉ=RçíÜ== =VJMOJNVUU=
bÇãìåÇ=píê~ìëë= =VJMOJOMOM=
táääá~ã=e~êêáë= ==VJMPJOMNQ=
m~ìäáå~=píê~ìëë= =VJMPJOMNT=
aÉååáë=hê~ãÉê= =VJMQJNVUN=
gçëÉéÜáåÉ=_çóÅÉ= =VJMRJNVUO=
_Éêå~êÇ=RÉáÇ= =VJMUJNVUP=
açå=dáäâÉê= =VJMUJOMNO=
bäáò~=_K=hçÜäÄê~åÇ= =VJMVJNVUR=
RÉîK=^åíÜçåó=gK=`Éâ~Ç~= =VJNNJOMOM=
pêK=jK=dÉê~êÇ=sáåÅÉåí= =VJNOJOMMO=
gáää=têáÖÜí= =VJNRJOMNO=
jáÅÜ~Éä=`K=_êáÖÖë= =VJNSJOMON=
Ró~å=dêÉÉåïÉää= =VJOMJOMNT=
cêÉÇÉêáÅâ=dK=eÉêáåÖíçå= =VJONJNVVM=
aÉååáë=`K=eáääÉ= =VJOSJOMOM=
j~íáäÇ~=e~ìëÉêã~å= =VJOVJOMMM=
Rçå~äÇ=bK=háíÅÜÉå= =VJPMJOMMO=
hÉååÉíÜ=gK=RáééÉêÖÉê= =VJPMJOMMR=

=
=

S e r v e r s  
 

FRI 9/8 5:45 PM LOW: Caggesos 
SAT 9/9 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemanns 
 8:20 AM HIGH: MC: M. Simpson ACS: I. Smith, F. Caggeso 
SUN 9/10 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemanns 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: P. Omlor, Seminarian TH: C. Arlinghaus ACs: J. 
 Rabjohns, F. Caggeso TB: A. Constantino, P. Caggeso, N. & J. Hudson, 
 I. Smith, L. Rabjohns 
 11:30 AM LOW: Capetillos 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller 

 5:45 PM LOW: B. Lotarski 
	


