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Hail, O Cross, our only hope. 
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Mary most sorrowful, Mother of 
Christians, pray for us.=
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It seems to me that things have picked up rather 
than slowed down after the summer months. You 
might say that this makes all the sense in the world. 
However, the summer months have always been 
some of the most action-packed for the clergy not 
involved in the school, while the start of school each 
fall brings more of a routine and a sense of calm. 
Not this year, but then it is a sign of a thriving par-
ish, and for this we thank the Good God each and 
every day. 

Sisters Ulrica and Eulalia made their Final Ob-
lation on the feast of the Holy Name of Mary. The 
Oblation is not the same thing as a vow and it is not 
perpetual, but is to be renewed each year or so. The 
Oblation does not bind under pain of sin as the 
vows do. Furthermore, there is freedom to leave the 
Oblate vocation at any time for a legitimate reason. 
This, I think, makes the Oblate vocation more sacri-
ficial, in a sense. Once a vow has been made, the sis-
ter knows that they can never go back on it without 
committing sin. Somehow, the thought of sin acts as 
a sort of safeguard, whereas the Sisters do not have 
this same motivation. They must freely make the 
conscious act of giving themselves to Our Lord in 
service to His Church each and every day. The Ob-
late has to deal with people on a regular basis, much 
like the parish priest does. She is not protected by 
any cloister save the one she makes for herself in her 
own heart. If the Oblate lets even a little bit of the 
worldly spirit creep into her soul, she will always be 
tempted to leave. So, without the safeguard of the 
religious vows, and without the protection of cloister 
she must remain faithful to the Evangelical Coun-
sels. To do so much of what a nun would do with-
out all the safety nets of religious life is a difficult 
task in today’s modern world. Some may disagree 
with my opinion on the matter, but that is how I see 
it.  

Fr. McKenna and I depart for Argentina to-
morrow and should arrive on Tuesday. We will be 
there to celebrate Fr. Alfredo Contreras’ priestly 
anniversary on Thursday. I will also be ordaining 
Rev. Mr. Nicolas Benegas to the holy priesthood 
this Saturday. I will tell you more about this young 
cleric after the trip, and perhaps invite him to come 
to St. Gertrude’s some Sunday in the future. He 
does not know very much English at present. Still, 
we manage to communicate when we see each other. 

Frs. Lehtoranta, Simpson, and Brueggemann 

are staying back to take care of things 
while I am away. It is always nice, very 
nice, to have such capable priests to re-
ly on. Thank you, Fathers! 

The weather is changing, as are the leaves. The 
Faith, however, never changes. May Our Lady give 
you an ever growing devotion to your Holy Faith. 
 

– Bishop McGuire 
=
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MON 9/18/23 ST. JOSEPH CUPERTINO, C  
 8:00 AM Low Mass Repose of the soul of †Ina Harpen  
  (C. Simpson family) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass My uncle, Steve Roczen (Eva Nellenbach) 

 
TUE 9/19/23 ST. JANUARIUS, BPM & COMPANIONS, MM 
  OUR LADY OF LA SALETTE ! ST. EMILY RODAT, V 
    7:00 AM Low Mass Repose of the soul of †Bob Simpson  
  (C. Simpson family) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kiernan –  
  congratulations! (Colleen Eldracher) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass My uncle, Steve Roczen (Eva Nellenbach) 

 
WED 9/20/23 SS. EUSTACE & COMPANIONS, MM 
  VIGIL OF ST. MATTHEW 
  EMBER WEDNESDAY – FAST & PARTIAL ABSTINENCE 
 8:00 AM Low Mass My uncle, Steve Roczen (Eva Nellenbach) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Pat & †Ina Harpen (Margaret Sutton) 
 5:10 PM Low Mass †Ryan Greenwell – 6th anniversary  
  (Colleen Greenwell) 

 
THU 9/21/23 ST. MATTHEW, APEV  

 7:00 AM Low Mass Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Giese  
  (C. Simpson family) 

 8:00 AM Low Mass My uncle, Steve Roczen (Eva Nellenbach) 
 11:25 AM High Mass My son, Jay Tseng – special intentions  
  (H.Y.) 

 
FRI 9/22/23 ST. THOMAS OF VILLANOVA, BPC 
  SS. MAURICE & COMPANIONS, MM 
  EMBER FRIDAY – FAST & ABSTINENCE 

 8:00 AM Low Mass †Lucie Vermette (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 11:00 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Low Mass Thanksgiving for prayers  
  (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary  
 5:45 PM Low Mass In thanksgiving (William Long) 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Novena, Benediction 

 
SAT 9/23/23 ST. LINUS, PM ! ST. THECLA, VM  
  EMBER SATURDAY – FAST & PARTIAL ABSTINENCE 
 7:10 AM Confessions 

 7:30 AM Low Mass Special intention (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 8:10 AM Salve, Sermon 
 8:20 AM High Mass †Robert Simpson (Tom & Karen Simpson) 

 
SUN 9/24/23  PENTECOST XVII ! OUR LADY OF RANSOM  
  ANGEL SUNDAY ! FALL FESTIVAL! 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Honor of our Guardian Angels  
  (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 9:00 AM High Mass †Loretta Mikesell (Jane Lotarski) 
 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:05 AM Rosary 

 11:30 AM Low Mass Rafael Kuebler – Birthday (K/V) 
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

=

=

Family Bluegrass Night  
& Potluck 

	
Thursday, October 5th  

in Helfta Hall, following the 5:00 PM 
Holy Hour for Priests 

 
The HOP RIVER BAND will be  

playing from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. 
 

Please bring a dish to share for the 
potluck.  

=
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S e r v e r s  
 

FRI 9/22 5:45 PM LOW: Capetillos 
 

SAT 9/23 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemanns 
 8:20 AM HIGH: M. Simpson, I. Smith, F. Caggeso 
 

SUN 9/24 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, Brueggemann 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MC: C. Richesson TH: T. Lawrence ACs: D.  
 Hudson, M. Caggeso TB: A. Constantino, I. Smith, F. Caggeso, L. 
 Rabjohns, N. & J. Hudson 
 11:30 AM LOW: A. McClorey, J. Kolenich 

 5:45 PM LOW: B. Lotarski 
	



	

PARISH PICNIC 
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