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The Bishop’s note has been demoted to Father’s note 
this week, because Bishop McGuire is in Argentina doing a 
priestly ordination. Usually Bishops perform ordinations 
before doing a consecration, but Bishop McGuire has al-
ready performed the consecration of Bishop Nkamuke in 
May, and this is his first priestly ordination. 

On September 11 we had a Requiem Mass for Fr. An-
thony Cekada on the anniversary of his death. The name 
“Anthony” means “priceless one,” and when he died three 
years ago, we truly lost something priceless. Though it is pos-
sible to match him in knowledge, no one can ever replace his 
wit and charm. And there can be no match for his big and 
sweet heart. Fr. Cekada helped and encouraged me so much 
on my road to the priesthood, and I still miss him and pray 
for him every day. One of our parishioners is putting togeth-
er a new video by Fr. Cekada, which he recorded before his 
death. Thus, one more time, “he being dead yet speaketh.” 
(Hebrews 11:4) 

I took portraits of our Oblate Sisters of the Holy Face, 
who made their final Oblation on September 12. They are 
now wearing their full Oblate Sister attire, which includes a 
thicker veil and a black belt with their black Oblate dress. 
You can see the photos in the Sisters’ latest newsletter, avail-
able at magnetofsouls.com/newsletter and on the bulletin 
board in the vestibule. Please also remember that we have an 
ongoing fundraiser for the Sisters at sggresources.org and 
contribute to it. Its success is essential for the growth of the 
Oblate group. 

The fundraiser is important also for the training of our 
Seminarians, who, God willing and Our Lady interceding, 
will one day serve St. Gertrude the Great and her missions. 
Classes have started in our Seminary in Washington state. 
We have four Seminarians as students, and four priests as 
teachers. Fr. Anthony Brueggemann spends his afternoons 
giving classes to the Seminarians, and will travel there in Oc-
tober. Among other things he teaches Latin, the subject 
which was always hard for me in the Seminary. But eventual-
ly I did learn it, not only so that I could say Mass and the 
Divine Office, but also enough to start to like it, and teach 
it, too. An elderly gentleman in one of our missions once 
told me that he was always very slow to learn when he was in 
school; and when he finally learned enough Latin to start to 
serve, they changed the Mass to English! He thought that 
was it for serving, but decades later he got another chance, 
when the true Mass returned to his area, and he started to 
serve Mass with his own grandsons. 

Our school started its semester this month. Its teachers 
and students contribute not only to the parish, but to our 
worldwide Internet apostolate, too, by singing the High 
Mass during the week. I thank Mark and Joan Lotarski, who 
recently retired from the school. For 25 years they have tire-
lessly worked not only for our little school, but for the whole 

parish, offering even their spare time to help Bishop Dolan 
and Bishop McGuire in running St. Gertrude the Great 
Church. That work is very much appreciated and I’m grate-
ful to them for all the help they give to the parish and to me 
personally. 

Today we celebrate our Fall Festival, arranged by the 
members of the Sodality of Charity, our youth group for 
girls and young ladies. The Sodality now has 46 enrolled 
members, and at our monthly meetings we usually have 
about 30 attendants. The Sodalists also get a Mass celebrat-
ed for them once a month. The Knight Fathers, i.e. Fathers 
Simpson and Brueggemann, usually get about 15-20 at-
tendants at their Knights of the Sacred Heart group sport 
meetings on Mondays. 

St. Gertrude’s is a place filled with parish activities, 
and October will be filled with action, too. Among the up-
coming events we have Rosary Sunday, the altar servers’ 
day, Forty Hours, and the All Saints party. 

The happy day of our Sisters’ final Oblation was fol-
lowed by our Fatima Rosary procession for peace on Sep-
tember 13. There were 75 attendants who recited the full 
15 decades of the Rosary in the beautiful cool weather. You 
still have one more chance this year to join us in prayer for 
true peace on October 13, which, as usual for October, will 
be done in candlelight. 

Kevin Davis of Catholic Family Podcast recently inter-
viewed Bishop Nkamuke, who just ordained two of his 
Seminarians to Major Orders. One of the remarkable things 
the Bishop said in the interview was that when Fathers 
Ojeka and Okerulu returned to Nigeria, he thought that 
now, with the extra help, his work would be a little bit easi-
er. But the two young Fathers have been such zealous mis-
sionary workers, that now Bishop Nkamuke has even more 
work to do than before. He will take in four new Seminari-
ans and also one minor Seminarian to his Sedes Sapientiæ 
Seminary. Fr. Ojeka has two Oblate Sisters of his Guanelli-
an Oblates of the Mother of Divine Providence to assist 
him in his parish and school. 

This November 6 it will be ten years since Bishop Do-
lan ordained Bishop Nkamuke to the priesthood. That 
event was the start of this current expansion of the true 
Catholic Faith in Nigeria. This week, on the feast of St. 
Michael the Archangel, September 29, it will be two years 
since Bishop Dolan consecrated Bishop Rodrigo da Silva, 
who now has an active apostolate in Mexico and in South 
America. All this good news from all over the world is an 
occasion of joy and gratitude for us. It shows that as much 
as we might miss Bishop Dolan and Fr. Cekada, all that 
work they did at St. Gertrude the Great Roman Catholic 
Church has not come to an end. 

Yours in Christ and Mary,  
Fr. Lehtoranta=



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Bluegrass 
Night & Potluck 

	
Thursday, October 5th 

in Helfta Hall, 
following the 5:00 PM  
Holy Hour for Priests 

 
The HOP RIVER BAND will be 
playing from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. 

 
Please bring a dish to  
share for the potluck.  

 

 
 

Hop River Band  
 

Bob Uhlenbrock, bass; Michael Simpson, vocals & dobro; Ben Capetillo, banjo; Tim Capetillo, 
fiddle; Dominic Simpson, vocals & guitar; Joe Capetillo, mandolin 

 



# CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = ==== ============
 

MON 9/25/23 FERIAL DAY  
 8:00 AM Low Mass Bishop Nkamuke (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass †Ina Harpen (Rentschler) 

 
TUE 9/26/23 SS. ISAAC JOGUES & COMPANIONS, MM 
  SS. CYPRIAN, M & JUSTINA, VM 
    7:00 AM Low Mass †Phillip & †Barbara Schmelzer – 15th  
  anniversary (A.M.B.) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Dennis Hille – 3rd Death Anniversary  
  (J. Hille) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass Happy Birthday, Goddaughters!  
  (Leanne Giese) 

 
WED 9/27/23 SS. COSMAS & DAMIAN, MM 
 8:00 AM Low Mass For both of our Fathers – Happy Fathers 

Day (Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Giese) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Mary Beth Grumblatt (M.E.G.) 
 5:10 PM Low Mass Thank you, everyone that helped with the 

 wedding & for the gifts (Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Giese) 

 
THU 9/28/23 ST. WENCESLAUS, DUKE, M 

 7:00 AM Low Mass For both of our Mothers – Happy 
Mothers Day (Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Giese) 

 8:00 AM Low Mass Special Intention  
  (Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Giese) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Happy Anniversary Mom & Dad!  
  (Your kids) 

 
FRI 9/29/23 DEDICATION OF ST. MICHAEL, ARCHANGEL 

 8:00 AM Low Mass Fr. Saavedra (TRCS) 
 11:00 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Solemn High Mass For all benefactors during my 

 illness (Father James Thielen) 
 5:15 PM Confessions & Rosary  
 5:45 PM Low Mass Frs. Simpson, Brueggemann, Okerulu & 

 Ojeka (C. Simpson family) 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Novena, Benediction 

 
SAT 9/30/23 ST. JEROME, CD 
 7:10 AM Confessions 

 7:30 AM Low Mass †Ronald E. Kitchen (Marge) 
 8:10 AM Salve, Sermon 
 8:20 AM High Mass Relief of the Holy Souls  
  (Mr. & Mrs. James E. Kolenich & Family) 

 
SUN 10/1/23  ROSARY SUNDAY 
  PENTECOST XVIII ! ST. REMIGIUS, BPC 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Dennis Ackerman 
 9:00 AM High Mass Rosary Confraternity Members 
  Blessing of Roses, Rosary Procession, Rosary 
  Confraternity Breakfast 

 11:30 AM Low Mass Bishop Bede Nkamuke – congratulations 
(Dave & MaryAnn Marko) 

 4:30 PM Vespers, October Devotions, Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
 

Masses offered privately: 
Fr. Simpson, Joseph & Michael – thank you! (Theresa) 

In honor of the Queenship of Mary for the repose of the soul of †Mary 
McGuire 

=

=
=
=
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=
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FRI 9/29 5:45 PM LOW: M. Simpson, B. Constantino 
SAT 9/30 7:30 AM LOW: J. & L. Rabjohns  
 8:20 AM HIGH: D. Simpson, Caggesos 
SUN 10/1 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, Brueggemann 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: D. Simpson, N. McClorey TH: A. McClorey 
 ACs: S. Richesson, C. VanderPutten TB: B. Constantino, P. & M. 
 Caggeso, L. & J. Rabjohns, N. Hudson 
 11:30 AM LOW: Capetillos 

 4:30 PM VESPERS: G. Miller 
 5:45 PM LOW: P. McClorey 
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