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Sickness is still ravaging the school and church. 
Miss Mikesell, one of our schoolteachers and the 
school choir director, pretty much lost her voice and 
could not sing for a week. I hope she gets better soon 
and can return to singing. Fr. Simpson came to the 
rescue and sang the propers on two separate school 
days, and even sang the Rorate Mass on one of those 
days. He didn’t seem to mind at all. 

Speaking of singing, the choir has been hard at 
work preparing for all the Sundays and Holy Days 
which are bunched up this year. We have the best 
choir that I have heard, and I’ve been to many places 
where they have excellent choirs and superb voices. 
The choir as a whole rarely receives the thanks that 
they deserve. It is true that they will receive a great re-
ward in heaven because, “He who sings prays twice.” 
Still, it must be nice to hear a compliment or to receive 
a simple “thank you.” So, thank you to each and every 
one of you who sacrifices so much to add beauty to 
our liturgical services. Your hard work and labor of 
love never goes unnoticed, though at times it might go 
unmentioned. 

You might know that two of our cars have been 
out of commission since July. When Fr. Cekada died, 
the title should have been switched and put in Bishop 
Dolan’s name, but because life is busy here at SGG 
this never happened. Now, since Bishop Dolan’s 
death, the cars have to go through two separate stages 
in probate. The first is to switch the cars from Fr. 
Cekada’s estate to Bishop Dolan’s; the second is to 
switch them from Bishop Dolan’s estate to the church. 
It has taken a while, but we should conclude this busi-
ness sometime around Christmas and then be able to 
use those two much-needed cars. Say a prayer that it 
all works out soon. If all goes well with my mother’s 
estate, I may be able to attain another car to lend to 
the Sisters to drive back and forth to church. We will 
see if this pans out. 

Our four seminarians received the cassock on the 
feast of the Immaculate Conception. You can see a 
photo of the event in the bulletin. Pictured in the front 
row, from left to right, are: 

Alfonso (Poncho) Capetillo, a second year semi-
narian from SGG; Joshua Balancio, a first year semi-
narian from the San Francisco Bay area; Roberto Gor-
bea, a second year seminarian who is from Puerto Ri-
co, but had been a seminarian at Sacred Heart Church 
in Lawrence, MA; and finally, Miguel Jomarrón, a first 
year seminarian from Cuba, but who has more recently 
lived in Michigan. The priests in the picture are  

Fr. Carlos Ercoli (on the left) and Fr. 
Hector Romero (on the right), both orig-
inally from Argentina. Fr. Ercoli was or-
dained by Bishop Dolan and taught at 
Most Holy Trinity Seminary while I was still a semi-
narian there. 

Today is Rejoicing Sunday. May Our Lady of the 
Smile bring you some peace of heart and a cheerful 
disposition this last week before Christmas. 

 
 – Bishop McGuire 
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pçå= çÑ= dçÇ= ï~ë= Äçêå= çÑ= íÜÉ=jçëí= mìêÉ= sáêÖáå=j~êóI= ~í=
ãáÇåáÖÜíI= áå= _ÉíÜäÉÜÉãI= áå= éáÉêÅáåÖ= ÅçäÇK= ^í= íÜ~í= ÜçìêI=
îçìÅÜë~ÑÉI=l=ãó=dçÇ>=íç=ÜÉ~ê=ãó=éê~óÉê=~åÇ=Öê~åí=ãó=éÉJ
íáíáçåë=íÜêçìÖÜ=íÜÉ=ãÉêáíë=çÑ=lìê=p~îáçê=gÉëìë=`Üêáëí=~åÇ=çÑ=
eáë=_äÉëëÉÇ=jçíÜÉêK=^ãÉåK=Eqê~Çáíáçå~ääó=ë~áÇ=NR=íáãÉë=~=Ç~ó=Ñêçã=
píK=^åÇêÉïÛë=a~ó=ìåíáä=`Üêáëíã~ëKF 



# CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = ==== ======== = = ==== = = = = ==
 

MON 12/18/23 FERIAL DAY ! EXPECTATION OF OUR LADY 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Natividad Aicra (Victoria Cerise) 
 11:25 AM High Mass My †Father – 2nd anniversary  
  (Bishop McGuire) 

 
TUE 12/19/23 FERIAL DAY 
 7:00 AM Rorate Mass Rose Kuebler Birthday (MV) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Mary McGuire (Christopher Browne)  
  (rescheduled from 11/28) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Jean Bischel (Christopher Browne) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass †Jean Bischel (Matt Hardin) 
 
WED 12/20/23 VIGIL OF ST. THOMAS ! EMBER WEDNESDAY 
  FAST & PARTIAL ABSTINENCE  
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Jean Bischel (Patricia Elliott) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special intention (Beatriz Tuazon) 
 11:25 AM High Mass For a dear friend (Sr. Eulalia) 
 5:10 PM Low Mass Intentions of St. Monica Club  
  St. Monica Club Meeting 

 
THU 12/21/23 ST. THOMAS, AP  
 7:00 AM Rorate Mass For the repose of the soul of †Jean  
  Bischel (Aleksi Kojonen) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special intention (Cleo Speckert) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Mary McGuire (Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Prell) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass Repose of the souls of our grandparents 
  (Renee Arlinghaus) 
 
FRI 12/22/23 ST. FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI, V ! EMBER FRIDAY 
  FAST & ABSTINENCE  
 7:00 AM Low Mass Patrick Klabenes – thanks!  
  (Renee Arlinghaus) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass, Benediction Poor Souls in Purgatory 
  (Mark Cash) 
  No evening services 

 
SAT 12/23/23 EMBER SATURDAY   FAST & PARTIAL ABSTINENCE 
 7:10 AM Confessions  
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Jean Bischel (Bob & Becky Uhlenbrock) 
 8:10 AM Alma, Sermon 
 8:20 AM High Mass Happy Birthday Monica Prell  
  (Mom & Dad) 

 
SUN 12/24/23  VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS ! ADVENT IV  $$$$  
 6:30 AM Office of Prime 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Mary McGuire (The McConnell Family) 
 9:00 AM High Mass In honor of St. Philomena – Thank you 
  (Hudson Family) 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
 1:00 PM First Vespers of Christmas 
  No evening Mass  
 8:30 PM Matins 
 10:30 PM Carols 
 11:00 PM Procession, Blessing of the Crib, Midnight  
  Mass Christmas Novena I 
  Potluck Reception in Helfta Hall, Lauds 

 
Christmas Day Masses: 9 & 11 AM 

=

pl=tel=^Rb=vlr\=
=

få= íÜÉ= ^ÇîÉåí=dçëéÉä= êÉ~ÇáåÖë= ïÉ= ÉåÅçìåíÉê= íÜÉ= ÉåáÖJ
ã~íáÅ= ÑáÖìêÉ= çÑ= gçÜå= íÜÉ= _~éíáëíK= qÜÉêÉ= ïÉ= äÉ~êå= äÉëë=
~Äçìí=ïÜç=gçÜå=áë=íÜ~å=~Äçìí=ïÜç=ÜÉ=áë=åçíK=^=äáí~åó=çÑ=
åÉÖ~íáîÉë=ÇÉëÅêáÄÉë= íÜÉ=_~éíáëíW=ÜÉ= áë=åçí= íÜÉ= äáÖÜíI=ÜÉ= áë=
åçí= íÜÉ= `ÜêáëíI= ÜÉ= áë= åçí= bäáà~Ü= çê= íÜÉ= mêçéÜÉíK=tÜÉå=
gçÜå=Ñáå~ääó=áÇÉåíáÑáÉë=ÜáãëÉäÑI=ÜÉ=ÖáîÉë=åçí=~=å~ãÉI=Äìí=~=
îÉêëÉ= Ñêçã= fë~á~ÜW= “f= ~ã= ÚíÜÉ= îçáÅÉ= çÑ= çåÉ= ÅêóáåÖ= çìí= áå=
íÜÉ=ÇÉëÉêíI=ã~âÉ=ëíê~áÖÜí=íÜÉ=ï~ó=çÑ=íÜÉ=içêÇKÛÒ=aáÇ=gçÜå=
Ü~îÉ= ~= ëÉäÑJÉëíÉÉã= éêçÄäÉã\= c~ê= Ñêçã= áí>= få= ~= ëíêáâáåÖ=
ï~óI=gçÜå=ëí~åÇë=çìí=áå=íÜÉ=pÅêáéíìêÉë=~ë=~=ã~å=ïÜç=êÉ~äJ
äó= âåçïë= Üáë=dçÇJÖáîÉå=ãáëëáçåK= gçÜå= áë= íÜÉ= “ÑêáÉåÇ= çÑ=
íÜÉ= ÄêáÇÉÖêççãÒ= ïÜç= ÜÉê~äÇë= íÜÉ= ÄêáÇÉÖêççãÛë= ÅçãáåÖK=
eÉ= áë= íÜÉ=“îçáÅÉÒ=ïÜç=éêÉé~êÉë= íÜÉ=ïçêäÇ= Ñçê= íÜÉ=tçêÇK=
^ÅÜáÉîáåÖ= ëÉäÑJâåçïäÉÇÖÉ= áå=çìê=çïå= äáîÉë= êÉèìáêÉë= ÉãJ
Äê~ÅáåÖ= ëáãáä~ê= ëçêíë= çÑ=åÉÖ~íáîÉëW= f= ~ã=åçí= áå= ÅÜ~êÖÉ=çÑ=
ïÜ~í=Ü~ééÉåë=áå=ãó=äáÑÉI=f=~ã=åçí=íÜÉ=ã~ëíÉê=çÑ=ãó=ëáíì~J
íáçåI= f= ~ã= åçí= íÜÉ=ãÉ~ëìêÉ= çÑ= ~ää= íÜáåÖëK= _ìí= ïÜÉå= ïÉ=
ÅäÉ~ê= çìí= íÜÉëÉ= Ñ~åí~ëíáÅ~ä= EóÉëI= Ñ~åí~ëíáÅ~ä>F= áääìëáçåëI= ïÉ=
~êÉ= äáÄÉê~íáåÖ= çìêëÉäîÉë= íç= ÄÉ= ïÜç=dçÇ=ï~åíë= ìë= íç= ÄÉK=
tÉ=~êÉ=äáÄÉê~íáåÖ=dçÇ=íç=ïçêâ=íÜêçìÖÜ=ìëK=

Ó=iáë~=iáÅâçå~=
=

píK=dÉêíêìÇÉI=~ÑíÉê=píK=m~ìäI=ï~ë=ÖêÉ~í=çå=iáÄÉêíó=çÑ=péáêáíK=qÜáë=áë=
íÜÉ=é~íÜ=íç=íêìÉ=äáÄÉê~íáçåK=

 
U s h e r s  

`eRfpqj^p=bsb=
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NN=^jW=gK=pÉóÑêáÉÇI=_K=rÜäÉåÄêçÅâ=
=
kbt=vb^Rp=bsb=
TWPM=^jW=pK=mÉéáçíI=mK=jÅ`çååÉääI=^K=jÅ`çååÉääI=mK=_êìÉÖÖÉã~åå=
VWMM=^jW=mK=^êäáåÖÜ~ìëI=gK=pÉóÑêáÉÇI=pK=táÉÖ~åÇI=sçäìåíÉÉê=
NNWPM=^jW=mK=mìÖäáÉääáI=_K=rÜäÉåÄêçÅâ=
=
kbt=vb^Rp=a^v=
TWPM=^jW=pK=mÉéáçíI=mK=jÅ`çååÉääI=^K=jÅ`çååÉää=
V=^jW=mK=^êäáåÖÜ~ìëI=gK=pÉóÑêáÉÇI=`K=_êìÉÖÖÉã~ååI=mK=_êìÉÖÖÉã~åå=
NNWPM=^jW=_K=rÜäÉåÄêçÅâI=mK=mìÖäáÉääá=

 
S e r v e r s  

 

SAT 12/23 7:30 AM LOW: J. & L. Rabjohns 
 8:20 AM HIGH: M. Simpson, J. Stewart, D. Simpson 
 
SUN 12/24 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, Brueggemann 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: C. Richesson, T. Lawrence TH: C.  
 Arlinghaus ACs: T. England, M. Caggeso TB: J. Hudson, I. Smith, 
 B. Constantino, C. VanderPutten, P. & F. Caggeso 
 11:30 AM LOW: Kolenichs 

 1:00 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller, D. Simpson, I. 
 Smith 

 

 CHRISTMAS SERVERS POSTED IN SACRISTY 
	


