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It’s Ember Friday, the feast of St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini, and our church workers and volunteers are 
busy decorating the church in time for Christmas. 
Theresa has been extraordinarily busy filling calendar 
orders, making trips to the post office and printing 
bulletins and programs. She does her work quietly, but 
I honestly don’t think this place could run well with-
out her. She is truly an integral part of St. Gertrude’s. 
Fr. Lehtoranta left this morning for his annual 
Christmas visit to our Milwaukee chapel, while Fr. 
McKenna departs this evening for St. Anthony mis-
sion in Dallas, where he will spend a day with his 
younger brother and then offer both Sunday Mass and 
Christmas Midnight Mass, before flying up to St. Te-
resa of Avila mission in North Dakota for Christmas 
Day Masses. Fathers Simpson and Brueggemann will 
remain here with me to assist with all of the upcoming 
Masses and celebrations of Christmastide. I hope they 
take some time to visit their families during the holi-
days. It is to be encouraged! Lastly, the Arlinghaus clan 
is coming in tomorrow to set up the Nativity scene. I 
can’t wait to see what they have in mind! 

Pictures of last week’s St. Lucia Procession are to 
be seen in this bulletin. Fr. Lehtoranta and the Sodali-
ty members worked very hard in preparation for this 
Catholic custom which comes, I believe, from Sweden. 
The young ladies did a fine job, for which, I am sure, 
St. Lucia was very pleased.  

Fr. Adan Rodriguez enjoyed his stay with us 
and mentioned that he feels much more at ease after 
getting a little rest before Christmas. It is my hope to 
have Fr. Richards, from Sacred Heart Church in Law-
rence, MA, to come down for a few days when he is 
able. 

Sunday is unique because the Vigil of Christmas 
falls on the Fourth Sunday of Advent. This doesn’t 
happen too often, but it makes for a very busy couple 
of days. I call it the “never-ending Sunday” since we 
have our normal schedule of Sunday morning Masses 
and then Prime, Vespers, Matins, Carols, Midnight 
Mass, and Lauds. It is a long day and we are keeping a 
true vigil, something like Catholics centuries ago 
would have kept. If you haven’t made a particularly 
good Advent you might consider coming to all the ex-
tras on Sunday to make one final push towards prepar-
ing your soul for Christmas. 

Don’t forget, amidst all the hustle and bustle of 
Christmas, to recall to mind the real reason for the sea-
son. Gather the family and even the guests around the 
family shrine for a Rosary. Come back to Mass during  

the Octave. These Masses are exceptionally 
beautiful and offer a quiet time to pray. 

I and all the clergy of St. Gertrude’s 
wish you all a very merry and blessed 
Christmas! 

– Bishop McGuire 
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MON 12/25/23 NATIVITY OF OUR LORD  HOLY DAY 
  CHRISTMAS DAY 
 11:15 PM Midnight Mass Christmas Novena I 
  Lauds 
 9:00 AM Low Mass with String Quartet Merry Christmas 
  Dad & Mom (Brueggemann girls) 
  Benediction 
 11:00 AM Low Mass with Carols For the people of St.  
  Gertrude the Great 
 5:45 PM Vespers of Christmas Day 
  Bishop McGuire Private Mass †John Metz &  
  †Aunt Annie – 33rd anniversary of death (Judy) 
 
TUE 12/26/23 ST. STEPHEN, PROTOMARTYR 
 8:00 AM Low Mass First anniversary of †Margaret Kinnett’s 
  death (Albert D. Kinnett) 
 5:00 PM High Mass Christmas Novena II 

 
WED 12/27/23 ST. JOHN, APEV 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special intention – deceased lifelong friend 
  (Richard J. Zbilicki & Gloria) 
 5:45 PM High Mass Christmas Novena III  
  Blessing of Beverages, “The Health of St.  
  John” in Helfta Hall 

 
THU 12/28/23 THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MM  
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Mrs. Jean Bischel (The Hudson Family) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Christmas Novena IV 
  Holy Innocents Children’s Party  

 
FRI 12/29/23 ST. THOMAS À BECKET, BPM 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Mary McGuire – rest in peace  
  (Binh & Conntha Nguyen) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass Kirby Bischel – strength through grace 
  (Tim Hopkins) 
 5:15 PM Confessions, Rosary 
 5:35 PM Infant of Prague Novena I 
 5:45 PM High Mass Christmas Novena V 

 
SAT 12/30/23 WITHIN THE OCTAVE  
 7:10 AM Confessions  
 7:30 AM Low Mass †William Egger – anniversary of death  
  (Lauren Caggeso) 
 8:10 AM Alma, Sermon 
 8:20 AM High Mass Christmas Novena VI 

 
SUN 12/31/23  SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS 
  NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
 9:00 AM High Mass Christmas Novena VII 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass Patrick Caggeso – Happy Birthday!  
  (Love, Dad & Mom) 
 4:45 PM First Vespers of the Circumcision  
  No evening Mass  

 
New Year’s Day Masses: 7:30, 9:00 & 11:30 AM 

=

qeb=pebmebRap=
=

fí= áë= íç= íÜÉ= ëáãéäÉ=
~åÇ= íÜÉ= ÅÜáäÇJäáâÉI=
ëìÅÜ=~ë=ïÉêÉ= íÜÉëÉ=
ëÜÉéÜÉêÇëI= íÜ~í=
íÜÉ= içêÇ= ìåîÉáäë=
íÜÉ= ãóëíÉêáÉë= çÑ=
eáë= âáåÖÇçãK=tÉ=
~êÉ= êÉãáåÇÉÇ= ÜÉêÉ=
çÑ= íÜçëÉ= ïçêÇë=
ïÜáÅÜ= eÉ= ~ÑíÉêJ
ï~êÇë= ìííÉêÉÇW= “f=
ÅçåÑÉëë= íç= qÜÉÉI=
l=c~íÜÉêI=içêÇ=çÑ=
ÜÉ~îÉå= ~åÇ= É~êíÜI=
ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=qÜçì=Ü~ëí=
ÜáÇ= íÜÉëÉ= íÜáåÖë=
Ñêçã= íÜÉ=ïáëÉ= ~åÇ=

éêìÇÉåíI=~åÇ=Ü~ëí=êÉîÉ~äÉÇ=íÜÉã=íç=äáííäÉ=çåÉëK=vÉ~I=c~íÜÉê;=
Ñçê=ëç=áí=Ü~íÜ=ëÉÉãÉÇ=ÖççÇ=áå=qÜó=ëáÖÜíKÒ=tÉ=ã~ó=áã~ÖáåÉ=
ïáíÜ= ïÜ~í= Öê~ÅÉ= ~åÇ= âáåÇåÉëë= j~êó= ~åÇ= gçëÉéÜ= êÉÅÉáîÉÇ=
íÜÉëÉ=ÖççÇ=ãÉåI=äáëíÉåÉÇ=íç=íÜÉáê=å~êê~íáçåI=êÉéäáÉÇ=íç=íÜÉáê=
èìÉëíáçåëI= ~åÇ= Ö~îÉ= íÜÉã= ïÜ~í= ÑìêíÜÉê= áåëíêìÅíáçå= íÜÉó=
åÉÉÇÉÇK==

kçê=Å~å=ïÉ=ëìééçëÉ=íÜ~í=íÜáë=ï~ë=íÜÉ=çåäó=îáëáí=ïÜáÅÜ=
íÜÉëÉ= ëÜÉéÜÉêÇë= é~áÇ= íç= íÜÉ= ëí~ÄäÉ= áå= íÜÉ= êçÅâI= çê= íÜÉ= çåäó=
íáãÉ=íÜ~í=íÜÉó=Ü~Ç=íÜÉ=Ü~ééáåÉëë=çÑ=~ÇçêáåÖ=íÜÉ=aáîáåÉ=fåJ
Ñ~åíK=aìêáåÖ= íÜÉ= êÉã~áåÇÉê=çÑ= íÜÉ= íáãÉ= íÜ~í=j~êó= ~åÇ= gçJ
ëÉéÜ=í~êêáÉÇ=íÜÉêÉ=íÜÉó=ïçìäÇ=ëìêÉäó=êÉíìêå=~Ö~áå=ãçêÉ=íÜ~å=
çåÅÉI= ÄêáåÖáåÖ= éêçÄ~Ääó= ëçãÉ= äáííäÉ= çÑÑÉêáåÖ= çìí= çÑ= íÜÉáê=
ëÅ~åíó=ãÉ~åëK==

 
S e r v e r s  

 

MON 12/25 9:00 AM LOW, BENEDICTION: M. & D. Simpson  
 11:00 AM LOW: P. McClorey 
 

TUE 12/26 5:00 PM HIGH: MCS: C. Richesson, D. Simpson TH: S.  
 Richesson ACS: T. Lawrence, M. Simpson CROSS: M. Caggeso 
 TBS: P. & F. Caggeso, I. Smith, C. Vander Putten 
 

WED 12/27 5:45 PM HIGH: MCS: M. Simpson, D. Simpson TH: N. Kolenich 
 ACS: M. Kolenich, F. Caggeso CROSS: M. Caggeso TBS: P. & M. 
 Caggeso, B. & A. Constantino   
 

THU 12/28 11:25 AM HIGH: MC: T. Lawrence TH: M. Simpson ACS:  
 Seminarian, D. Simpson CROSS: F. Caggeso TBS: P. Caggeso, B. 
 & A. Constantino, I. Smith  
 

FRI 12/29 5:45 PM HIGH: MC: N. McClorey ACS: A. McClorey, I. Smith 
 

SAT 12/30 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemann bros. 
 8:20 AM HIGH: MC: Seminarian ACS: T. & J. Capetillo 
 

SUN 12/31 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, Brueggemann 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: N. McClorey, Seminarian TH: A. McClorey 
 ACs: D. Hudson, C. Vander Putten TB: I. Smith, N. & J. Hudson, 
 B. Constantino, L. Rabjohns. 
 11:30 AM LOW: C. & J. Plucker 

 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller, D. Simpson, I. 
 Smith 

 
MON 1/1 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, Brueggemann 
 11:30 AM LOW: P. McClorey 

 

 NEW YEAR’S DAY HIGH MASS SERVERS POSTED IN SACRISTY 
	


