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Christmas has ended for the world, but is just be-
ginning for us Catholics who hold to the sacred tradi-
tions of the true Church. I hope you are having a 
blessed one.  

Here at church, Fathers Simpson and 
Brueggemann have been doing all the work while I 
took a couple of days off due to illness. They covered 
the Masses themselves on the feasts of St. Stephen and 
of St. John, and took the time to arrange the parties, 
too. St. John’s High Mass and celebration was very 
popular this year. It was my pleasure to visit with a 
young couple visiting us from Fr. Trough’s mission in 
South Carolina. I hear that many of you are making 
them feel quite welcome here. This is something which 
I have always loved about St. Gertrude’s—the family-
like atmosphere that it provides. Your charity and abil-
ity to make newcomers feel welcome has always im-
pressed me and many others.  

The Holy Innocents children’s party was very en-
joyable. I am not sure who enjoys this party more, me 
or the children! The children had their fill of sugar and 
Theresa even made the hot chocolate, then the chil-
dren gathered round as I read to them their story and a 
poem. Little Anthony Giese was particularly attentive 
and even answered correctly a question that I asked 
afterwards. Reference to a “Maid” was made in the po-
em I read, so I asked who this maid might be. He an-
swered “Mary!” Anthony not only enjoys books, but 
he also likes making flower arrangements which we 
sometimes use in church at various shrines.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marcel Caggeso served his very first Mass on the 

feast of St. John and did a wonderful job as torchbear-
er. Someone said he has already started counting how 
many Masses he serves, something which Isaac Smith 
started when he began serving. Isaac has served well 
over a hundred Masses now and we still owe him a  

little party. Soon, Isaac, soon! I asked one 
server if he did anything special for 
Christmas. Honestly, I was expecting to 
hear that he had visited family somewhere 
or got some new game or something to that effect, but 
that was not the case. Much to my edification, he an-
swered quickly and with a genuine look of sincerity, “I 
got to go to Midnight Mass.” That was enough to 
make me tear up a little on the inside, as it shows that 
we have been blessed with a very good bunch of Cath-
olic youth who love their Faith. 

Bishop Nkamuke tonsured two of his seminari-
ans recently (pic-
tured), and will or-
dain two of his dea-
cons to the sacred 
priesthood this Sat-
urday, the feast of 
the Epiphany. I was 
thinking that it 
might be a nice idea 
to try and come to 
the Mass and Holy 
Hour for priests this 
First Thursday 
evening and pray 
for the Nigerian 
clergy, especially the 
ones about to be ordained. Come if you can. Speaking 
of clergy, Alfonso Capetillo, our seminarian, is here on  

a much-needed Christmas break. It is 
good to see him again. Do keep him in 
your prayers, too. 

There is so much more to write 
about, but I will refrain for now. Don’t 
forget the Holy Day tomorrow! May the 
Infant Savior grant you all the graces for 
a holy New Year. 

– Bishop McGuire 
 

P.S. These two snails—who have been 
named Francis 
and Anthony—
were found in the  

poinsettias on the altar. I sup-
pose they will be added to the 
sacristy menagerie. Maybe they 
have a knack for ironing albs. All 
creatures great and small (and 
slimy?), praise the Lord!  
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MON 1/1/24 THE CIRCUMCISION  HOLY DAY 
  OCTAVE DAY OF CHRISTMAS ! NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 7:30 AM Low Mass St. Monica Club 
 9:00 AM  High Mass Christmas Novena VIII 
 11:30 AM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
  No evening services 
 
TUE 1/2/24 HOLY NAME OF JESUS  
  OCTAVE DAY OF ST. STEPHEN ! INFANT OF PRAGUE 
 8:00 AM Low Mass SGG Souls in Purgatory (KLB) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass †Jean Bischel & Kirby Bischel  
  (Colleen Klabenes) 
 5:00 PM High Mass Christmas Novena IX 
 
WED 1/3/24 OCTAVE DAY OF ST. JOHN, APEV 
  FIRST WEDNESDAY ! ST. GENEVIEVE, V 
 7:00 AM Low Mass For all who cook for us and for our  
  devoted drivers (The Fathers) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass The family of †Jean Bischel  
  (The Puglielli Family) 
 5:10 PM Low Mass †Jean Bischel (A.M.B.) 

 
THU 1/4/24 OCTAVE DAY OF THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MM 
  FIRST THURSDAY – PRAY FOR PRIESTS  
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Mrs. Mary McGuire (Dominic   
  McConnell) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Edla Rozen – Rest in peace (Judy) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass Our clergy – thank you (Jim Soli) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass & Holy Hour for Priests For the  
  sanctification of priests (Alter Christus Confraternity) 

 
FRI 1/5/24 FIRST FRIDAY ! VIGIL OF THE EPIPHANY 
  ST. TELESPHORUS, PM 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Comfort of the afflicted (Mark Cash) 
 11:00 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Low Mass Sanctification of the just (Mark Cash) 
 5:15 PM Confessions, Rosary 
 5:35 PM Infant of Prague Novena II 
 5:45 PM Low Mass St. Monica Club 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Novena, Benediction 
  NO All Night Adoration 

 
SAT 1/6/24 THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD ! FIRST SATURDAY  
 7:30 AM Low Mass Our children, Grandchildren, Godchildren 
  (Dan & Mary) 
 9:00 AM Pontifical High Mass For all our church workers, 
  volunteers & benefactors 
  Blessing of Gold, Frankincense & Myrrh 
  Epiphany Breakfast in Helfta Hall 

 
SUN 1/7/24  THE HOLY FAMILY  
  SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE EPIPHANY 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Kent Maki, Happy Birthday & Happy  
  Anniversary (L. Maki) 
 9:00 AM High Mass St. Monica Club 
 10:40 AM  Catechism Classes 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass Catharine Rake 
 4:45 PM Vespers & Benediction  
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
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S e r v e r s  
 

MON 1/1 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemanns 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: M. Simpson, C. Richesson TH: T. Lawrence 
 ACs: N. Kolenich, J. Rabjohns CROSS: D. Simpson TB: A.  
 Constantino, M. Kolenich, T. England, L. Rabjohns, D. Hudson, I. 
 Smith 
 11:30 AM LOW: Capetillos 
 
TUE 1/2 5:00 PM HIGH: M. & D. Simpson, I. Smith 
 
FRI 1/5 5:45 PM LOW: Capetillos  
 
SAT 1/6 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemanns 
 9:00 AM PONTIFICAL: POSTED IN SACRISTY 
 
SUN 1/7 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, Brueggemann 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: C. Richesson, D. Simpson TH: S. Richesson 
 ACs: P. Caggeso, D. Hudson TB: C. VanderPutten, N. & J.  
 Hudson, B. Constantino, F. Caggeso, L. Rabjohns 
 11:30 AM LOW: Kolenichs 

 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: G. Miller, D. Simpson, I. 
 Smith 

 5:45 PM LOW: C. & J. Plucker 
	


