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“The message of the angel, the visitation, 
the birth, the finding in the Temple, and the  
whole history of Bethlehem and Nazareth, alt-
hough they primarily and nominally introduce 
Our Lady, are really filled with Jesus.”  

– Bishop Headley 
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They are the true disciples of Christ, not 
who know most, but who love most.  
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“Be not of those who think perfection con-
sists in undertaking many things, but of 
those who place it in doing well what little  

they do. For it is much better to do a little and do 
it well than to undertake much and do it ill. Yes, 
little and good, this is the best. Therefore, if we 
wish to advance, or when we desire to give some 
special honor to our Lord, we should redouble, 
not our exercises, but the perfection with which 
we perform them.” – St. Francis de Sales 
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While we have been so very busy with our 
Christmas celebrations and Epiphany preparations, Fr. 
Siordia and our friends South of the Border in Co-
coyoc, Mexico, have been hard at work themselves as 
they celebrated their patronal feast of Señor de la Ex-
piración (Our Lord of the Expiration). The Mexican 
people really know how to celebrate the feasts. They 
prepared for the feast by a novena consisting of the 
daily Rosary and prayer to Our Lord of the Expiration. 
Then the people come from all over for three solid 
days of prayers, Masses, and celebrations including a 
Mariachi band, of course! The procession on the final 
day started at 9 PM, going across the city, and return-
ing to church at 3 AM. You can see a few pictures in 
the bulletin. I am very much looking forward to re-
turning to Mexico and seeing Fr. Siordia after so many 
years. 

	
Statue of Our Lord of the Expiration in procession 

Our First Thursday Holy Hour for Priests was 
very well attended this time as many of our servers and 
the Knights of the Sacred Heart came as well. A pizza 
party and game night followed—the well-earned party 
for Isaac Smith, who recently served his 100th Mass. I 
had a nice conversation with young Casimir Smith 
who anxiously awaited his dinner (a Holy Hour is hard 
work for a youngin’ and does build up an appetite!). In 
all actuality, it was nice to see so many young families 
that evening. 

Well, I am sure everyone wants to hear about the 
snails now. After all, this is St. Gertrude’s, and the bul-
letin is never complete without a critter story or two, 
much to the chagrin of some. No sooner did we print 
the picture of two snails (Francis and Anthony) in last 
week’s bulletin, than several more were discovered, and 
then even more a couple of days after that...7 snails in 

all, 8 if you count the empty shell which 
we named Nemo (our Latin scholars 
might get the hidden meaning. Bonus 
points to anyone who does!). Let’s see, 
there is Francis, Anthony, Little Hugh, John, Becket, 
Innocent, and Stephen. A story about Anthony...he 
was hiding is his shell for the longest time and we 
feared he might be dead, but it turns out he was only 
hiding. So we said a prayer to St. Anthony that the 
snail would come out and, wouldn’t you know it, he 
came right out, thus showing the power of prayer to 
St. Anthony even in the smallest things of life. Okay, 
enough about the snails... 

We do like the little things in life which our 
Lord has given us, such as snails and cats, and we cer-
tainly like a good parish celebration. Don’t let that 
fool you, though. The most important thing is the 
worship of Almighty God, which we must render to 
Him by means of the public prayer of the Church 
and by our own lives, which we strive to live in ac-
cordance with God’s Commandments. So, our priests 
travel all over the country and even throughout the 
world to bring the Mass, the Sacraments, and Catho-
lic doctrine to souls.  

I wish you all a very blessed Epiphany. May the 
thought of the three Kings lead you to the feet of the 
newborn King of Kings! 

– Bishop McGuire 
 
 

	
One of the mats prepared by parishioners for the procession 
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MON 1/8/24 RESUMED MASS OF SUNDAY ! WITHIN THE OCTAVE 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Conversion of sinners (Mark Cash) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass My mother, †Shiv Jen Cheng – rest in  

 peace (H.Y.) 

 
TUE 1/9/24 WITHIN THE OCTAVE 
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Rose Simpson (Wellman) – 3rd  
  anniversary 6/7 (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Richard & Jacquelyn Gude  
  (Roxanne Hanington) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Mrs. Loretta Mikesell  
  (The Richesson Family) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass †Jean Bischel (Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Prell) 
 
WED 1/10/24 WITHIN THE OCTAVE 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Poor Souls in Purgatory (Mark Cash) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass My deceased cousin P.D.  
  (Carolyn McClorey) 
 11:00 AM Rosary 
 11:25 AM Requiem High Mass †Theresa Couch 
 1:00 PM Burial at Hickory Flat Cemetery  
 5:10 PM Low Mass Michael Simpson – Congratulations & 
  prayers (Your Godmother) 

 
THU 1/11/24 WITHIN THE OCTAVE ! ST. HYGINUS, PM  
 7:00 AM Low Mass Special intention (Roxanne Hanington) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Mary McGuire – RIP (Tim Hopkins) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Loretta Mikesell (Mr. & Mrs. Mark  

 Lotarski) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass †Margaret Kinnett (The McClorey Family) 

 
FRI 1/12/24 WITHIN THE OCTAVE ! ST. BENET BISCOP, AB 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Victoria Cerise & Sarah Simpson  
  (Pierce Kiernan) 
 11:05 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM High Mass Special intention of Kathy Sweitzer  
  (J. Hille) 
 5:15 PM Confessions, Rosary 
 5:35 PM Infant of Prague Novena III 
 5:45 PM Low Mass Andrew Prell – Happy Birthday  
  (Mom & Dad) 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Novena, Benediction  

 
SAT 1/13/24 OCTAVE DAY OF THE EPIPHANY  
 7:10 AM Confessions  
 7:30 AM Low Mass Addie, Madison, Emma, Alex Wilker  
  (Mr. & Mrs. Wilker) 
 8:10 AM Alma Redemptoris 
 8:20 AM High Mass Joseph & Sarah Simpson Family  
  (The Hudson Family) 
  Sodality of Charity Christmas Party 

 
SUN 1/14/24  EPIPHANY II ! ST. HILARY, BPCD ! ST. FELIX, PRM 
 7:05 AM Rosary 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Prayers answered (Audrey Dunaway) 
 9:00 AM High Mass †Mary McGuire (Hudson Family) 
 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass †Mrs. Jean Bischel (Clare Lotarski) 
 4:45 PM Vespers, Benediction  
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 
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S e r v e r s  

 

FRI 1/12 5:45 PM LOW: A. Constantino, I. Smith 
 
SAT 1/13 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemanns 
 8:20 AM HIGH: D. Simpson, J. Stewart, M. Caggeso 
 
SUN 1/14 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, Brueggemann 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: M. Simpson, A. McClorey TH: N.  
 McClorey ACs: S. Richesson, C. VanderPutten TB: B. & A.  
 Constantino, P. & F. Caggeso, I. Smith, J. Hudson 
 11:30 AM LOW: Capetillos 

 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: D. Simpson, I. Smith 
 5:45 PM LOW: P. McClorey 

	


