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The very short pre-Lent season of Septuagesima-tide 
begins today. Interestingly, the feast of Candlemas, which 
normally marks the official end of the Christmas season, 
falls at the end of this week. The Church has given us this 
short period of three Sundays to begin preparing ourselves 
for Lent. This is very wise and shows that she takes into 
consideration our human nature—after all, it would be 
difficult to go directly from a time of joyful festivity to a 
time of severe fasting and penance. As with so much in 
life, we need time to process things, to shift our focus, and 
to plan. We have three Sundays, but only two and a half 
weeks to plan out our Lent. This year we are dedicating 
the season to the Angels, so if you are looking for reading 
material and devotions that fit in with the Lenten theme, 
you will have much to choose from! 

Fr. Valerii wrote to me the other day to thank eve-
ryone for their generosity to him. Sadly, he does not have 
any parishioners due to some old controversies in Ireland, 
where he resides. Even his own people, the Ukranians, will 
not approach him since the local Ukrainian bishop to Ire-
land forbids them from approaching Father for the tradi-
tional sacraments. Do pray for Father and for a growth in 
his apostolate. If ever there was a time when the Ukranian 
people needed the true Faith and a true priest, that time is 
now when they are persecuted from all sides. 

I promised you that I would give you more infor-
mation on the recent ordinations done by Bishop 
Nkamuke in Nigeria. Here is a snippet from the letter he 
wrote to me shortly after they occurred:  

“I am pleased to tell you that we had a successful 
Ordination ceremony in the 6th of this month. It was a 
remarkable event, not only because it was unique to every-
one involved. There were visitors from near and far. Some 
Novus Ordo priests even came to witness the event. I 
learnt yesterday that a particular Novus Ordo parish priest 
within the locality even told his faithful to come witness a 
pre-Vatican II Ordination.  

“Next day, 7th, Fr. Benjamin Ikhiaemoh said his 
first Mass in the same location. It went well generally 
speaking. And then we had to travel to the native place of 
Fr. Jonathan Okafor for his own First Mass which took 
place two days later, on the 9th. Mass was said in the open. 
It was a success, although the sun was scorching so much 
that I was glad I was not among the ministers. Next day, 
10th I said Mass in my own home and blessed our com-
pound. Now I am in Owerri, Imo State, trying to recover 
from the stress.”  

Fr. Thomas Zapp, one of “the Nine,” was recently 
in the ICU with heart problems, but Fr. Larrabee kindly 
let us know that he should be okay and was to be released 
from the hospital. Fr. Zapp is a very down-to-earth priest, 

of whom I have very good memories. He used 
to attend some of the retreats when I was still 
just a young seminarian and would often ask 
about my father. When I told him that my father wasn’t 
even a Catholic, he told me, “Storm heaven with prayers for 
his conversion.” Those words, and the fact that he had also 
promised to pray for my father were a great consolation. In 
the end, Dad converted, and I am sure it was partly due to 
Fr. Zapp’s prayers. 

Fr. Lehtoranta and the rest of the teachers have been 
busy giving exams to the students this past week. It must be 
a long week for them, preparing, monitoring, and then 
grading the tests. Each and every one of the teachers is do-
ing an excellent job this year. I have noticed that they really 
know their students, not just superficially, but as Catholic 
educators should know them. They assist them not only in 
academics, but in forming their characters, making correc-
tions when necessary and giving encouragement whenever 
possible. We do have a lot of new families here at St. Ger-
trude’s—all with young children—and I hope to see the 
school grow one day. Homeschooling certainly has its ad-
vantages, but a Catholic school is the ideal. The parent and 
the priest must work together in the education of youth. In 
order to form dedicated Catholics out of the children, the 
priest must count on the fact that parents will provide a 
Catholic environment in the home; but the parent must re-
alize, too, that a wholesome homelife, no matter how good, 
cannot replace what only a priest can give the children—the 
true Mass, the true sacraments. A Catholic school ensures 
that the children receive all this on a daily basis.  

Well, I think I’ve said enough now. May the Holy 
Angels help you to prepare for a good Lent!  

– Bishop McGuire 
=

All Night Adoration Guard of Honor - February  
=
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MON 1/29/24 ST. FRANCIS DE SALES, BPCD 
 8:00 AM Low Mass For my Godmother – health (Jason Murray) 
 11:25 AM Solemn High Mass †Bishop Daniel Dolan (Michael 

 Reardon) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass †Jean Bischel (Charles & Barbara McClorey) 
 
TUE 1/30/24 ST. MARTINA, VM 
  PRAYER OF OUR LORD IN THE GARDEN 

 7:00 AM Low Mass †Neil Joseph Montello (The Puglielli Family) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Paul Faith (L. Faith & Family) 
 11:25 AM High Mass On behalf of my mother, thank you Fr. 

 Lehtoranta (†Jean Bischel & Carolyn McClorey) 
 5:00 PM Requiem Low Mass with Absolution †Judy  
  Parlett (Sister Ulrica) 
 
WED 1/31/24 ST. JOHN BOSCO, C 
 7:00 AM Low Mass For those who suffer in Purgatory and are 
  forgotten (Lisa McConnell) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Mrs. Jean Bischel – may she rest in peace 
  (Dan & Rose Wright) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Our Lady, Health of the Sick for Maria 

 (TRCS) 
 5:10 PM Low Mass Special intentions (Cora Arlinghaus) 

 
THU 2/1/24 FIRST THURSDAY ~  Pray for Priests  
  ST. IGNATIUS, BPM ! ST. BRIGID, V 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Francis Caggeso – Happy Birthday!  
  (Dad & Mom) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Fr. McMahon (Alter Christus Confraternity) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Fr. Ahern (Alter Christus Confraternity) 
 5:00 PM Mass & Holy Hour for Priests For the sanctifica-

tion of priests (Alter Christus Confraternity) 

 
FRI 2/2/24 PURIFICATION OF OUR LADY ! CANDLEMAS 
  FIRST FRIDAY 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Elaine Freeman – needs of mind, body & 
  soul (From Mom) 
 11:00 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Low Mass Special intention (Mr. & Mrs. Victor Ritze) 
 5:00 PM Confessions, Sacred Heart Novena 
 5:15 PM Infant of Prague Novena VI, Sorrowful Mother 
  Novena II with Blessing of the Sick 
 5:30 PM Blessing of Candles, Procession, Solemn High   
  Mass Special intention & their family (Cora Arlinghaus) 
  Exposition, Winter Soup Supper  
  All Night Adoration 

 
SAT 2/3/24 FIRST SATURDAY ! OUR LADY’S SATURDAY 
  ST. BLAISE, BPM  
 7:10 AM Confessions & Rosary 
 7:30 AM High Mass †Jean Bischel (Rebecca Hinton) 
 8:15 AM Ave Regina Cœlorum, First Saturday Devotions 
 8:20 AM Benediction, First Saturday Meditation 
  Blessing of Throats 
 8:40 AM Low Mass St. Martha – In thanksgiving & continued 
  answered prayers (Cora Arlinghaus) 

 
SUN 2/4/24  SEPTUAGESIMA ! ST. PETER NOLASCO, C 
  ST. AGNES (THE SECOND TIME) 
  BLESSING OF THROATS AFTER ALL MASSES 

=
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S e r v e r s  

 

FRI 2/2 5:30 PM SOLHIGH: Posted in Sacristy 
SAT 2/3 7:30 AM HIGH: D. & M. Simpson 
 8:40 AM LOW: Kolenichs 
SUN 2/4 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, Brueggemann 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: D. Simpson, A. McClorey TH: C.  
 Richesson ACs: D. Hudson, J. Rabjohns TB: L. Rabjohns, Ma. & 
 P. Caggeso, N. Hudson, A. Constantino, I. Smith  
 11:30 AM LOW: Kolenichs 

 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: D. Simpson, I. Smith 
 5:45 PM LOW: C. & J. Plucker 
 
 

 7:05 AM Rosary  
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Mrs. Jean Bischel (D. McConnell) 
 9:00 AM High Mass Happy Birthday, Dad (Arlinghaus kids) 
  (from 8/6) 
 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:05 AM Rosary 
 11:30 AM Low Mass †Richard H. Smith – 5th Anniversary  
  (Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Prell) 
 4:45 PM Vespers, Benediction  
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

	


