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We surely have had some magnificently beautiful weath-
er lately, haven’t we!? Lots of sunshine, the prettiest blue skies, 
even warmer temperatures…the trees are even blooming. 
What a turnaround from the gloomy, overcast and rainy days 
we’ve been having—I honestly cannot remember ever having 
such a long streak of that kind of weather. The pleasant 
change in weather cheers the heart and is a subtle reminder of 
how joy always follows sorrow. God uses His own creation to 
remind of this fact: Spring follows winter, and the tree sprouts 
only after the seed has died. He uses the sacred liturgy to re-
mind us of this as well: think of the ceremonies of Candlemas, 
and the fact that Easter comes after Lent. In Lent, we mortify 
the “old Adam of sin” that we might live the life of grace. Our 
Lady of Lourdes told St. Bernadette, “Penance, penance, pen-
ance.” She also said those consoling words, “I do not promise 
to make you happy in this life, but only in the next.” So, if we 
are faithful unto the end of our life, we will leave this vale of 
tears and enter into eternal life, where God will wipe away all 
tears. What lessons we can learn from God if we only keep 
open the eyes of faith. 

Today is Fr. McKenna’s twelfth priestly anniversary. I 
am very glad that Our Lord has sent Father to us. He has al-
ways been a good friend, but even more importantly, a good 
priest who is zealous for the missions and who does much 
good for the glory of God and the salvation of souls. I do not 
know what I would do without him. (I should be safe in writ-
ing that since he probably will not read this note! So please 
don’t tell him I said it or I’ll never hear the end of it. Just kid-
ding!) 

Fr. Lehtoranta 
took the high schoolers 
on a field trip last week 
and, judging by the pic-
tures, it looks like every-
one had a fun time. Fa-
ther plans to take the 
Sodality of Charity on a 
field trip sometime later 
this month. These extra-
curricular activities are very important since they keep up eve-
ryone’s enthusiasm for the Faith and for Catholic education.  

 

 

I am in Mexico today, but will be back 
home again tomorrow, God willing. This trip 
to Mexico is a somewhat unpleasant one as 
everyone seems to be in disagreement about one thing or 
another, even accusing each other of witchcraft. I do love 
Mexico and I certainly have a great fondness for our cler-
gy south of border, but right now the problems there 
(and in France, for that matter) make our problems here 
in the US pale in comparison. Say a little prayer for a 
successful pastoral visit. May Our Lady, Help of Chris-
tians, bring peace to us all. 

Lent begins this Wednesday and there are many 
graces on offer and many merits to be earned. Ask the 
Holy Angels to help you during this penitential season. 
Like the good St. Michael let your “Quis sicut Deus” 
(Who is like unto God) cast Lucifer and the rebel angels 
with their “Non Serviam” (I will not serve) back into the 
pit of hell. Be as faithful to your Lenten resolutions as the 
good angels were to God. 

– Bishop McGuire 
=
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! Most Masses are webcast. Please check www.sgg.org 
 
MON 2/12/24 THE SEVEN HOLY FOUNDERS 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Annie Fischer – Happy Birthday (Mom & Pop) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass †Loretta Mikesell (Mikesell Family) 

 
TUE 2/13/24 FERIAL DAY ! THE HOLY FACE 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Souls entrusted to my care (Collin Smith) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Happy birthday, Liam (The Rabjohns family) 
 11:25 AM High Mass The Hudson Family & their intentions  
  (Rose Wright) 
 
WED 2/14/24 ASH WEDNESDAY    FAST & ABSTINENCE 
  ST. VALENTINE, PRM  
 6:50 AM Blessing & Distribution of Ashes 
 7:00 AM Low Mass (for workers—no sermon!) Billy Young –  
  Happy Birthday (Mom & Pop) 
  Distribution of Ashes  
 8:00 AM Low Mass My mother, †Shiv Jen Cheng – rest in  peace 

 (H.Y.) 
  Distribution of Ashes  
 11:00 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Blessing & Distribution of Ashes, Solemn High   
  Mass †Estrella I. Simpson – 12th anniversary 2/14 
  (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 12:25 PM Distribution of Ashes  
 3:00 PM Children’s Stations of the Cross, followed by  
  Distribution of Ashes & Holy Communion 
 5:00 PM  Rosary & Confessions  
 5:20 PM Penitential Litany 
 5:40 PM Distribution of Ashes  
 5:45 PM Low Mass †Stella Simpson – 12th Anniversary  
  (C. Simpson family) 
 6:45 PM Final Distribution of Ashes 

 
THU 2/15/24 FERIAL DAY ! SS. FAUSTINUS & JOVITA, MM 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Joseph Andreotta – birthday  
  (Nathalie Andreotta)  
 11:25 AM High Mass †Loretta Mikesell (Mikesell Family) 
 5:00 PM Low Mass Parents & Godparents, Children &  
  Godchildren (Arlinghaus Family) 

 
FRI 2/16/24 FERIAL DAY ! THE CROWN OF THORNS 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Ina Harpen (Rosary Confraternity) 
 11:00 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM High Mass Joseph Young–Happy Birthday (Mom & Pop) 
 5:15 PM Confessions, Rosary 
 5:35 PM Infant of Prague Novena VIII 
 5:45 PM Low Mass †Jean Bischel (Rosary Confraternity) 
  Sacred Heart Novena 
 6:45 PM Lenten Supper 
 7:30 PM Holy Face Stations, Sermonette, Sorrowful Mother 
  Novena IV, Blessing of the Sick, Benediction 
 8:30 PM (approx.) Distribution of Holy Communion 

 
SAT 2/17/24 FERIAL DAY ! THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT 
 7:10 AM Confessions  
 7:30 AM Low Mass “Thou Knowest, Oh Lord!” (Renee Arlinghaus) 
 8:10 AM Ave Regina Cœlorum, Sermon 
 8:20 AM High Mass Dana Kustra – Happy Birthday (Mom & Pop)  
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S e r v e r s  

 

WED 2/14 11:25 AM SOL.HIGH: Posted in Sacristy 
FRI 2/16 5:45 PM LOW: I. Smith, F. Caggeso 
SAT 2/17 7:30 AM LOW: Brueggemanns  
 8:20 AM HIGH: M. Simpson, N. & M. Kolenich 
SUN 2/18 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, Brueggemann 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: N. McClorey, C. Richesson TH: N. 
 Kolenich ACs: C. VanderPutten, S. Richesson TB: N. & J.  
 Hudson, Ma., P. & F. Caggeso, A. Constantino 
 11:30 AM LOW: Capetillos 

 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: D. Simpson, I. Smith 
 5:45 PM LOW: C. & J. Plucker 
 
 
 

SUN 2/18/24  LENT I ! ST. SIMEON, BPM ! ST. BERNADETTE, V 
 7:05 AM Rosary  
 7:30 AM Low Mass The Poor Souls on behalf of St.  
  Anthony (Paul & Lisa McConnell) 
 9:00 AM High Mass †Tom Peter – 13th Anniversary  
  (C. Simpson family) 
 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:15 AM Short Stations 
 11:30 AM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the 
  Great 
 4:45 PM Vespers, Benediction  
 5:45 PM Low Mass Bill & Terri Young – Happy  
  Anniversary to each other 

	


