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How good it is to be back home at St. Gertrude’s again! 
When I left my boyhood home at 18 years of age I never 
thought I would be able to call any place other than Chillico-
the home. However, after 14 years spent living at this church 
among good clergy and sharing so much time with so many of 
you, no other place this side of heaven can ever again be called 
home. I know that many of you feel the same way about 
SGG, and that is not a small part of why this place is so spe-
cial. Bishop Dolan, God rest his soul, always wanted it to 
have a very welcoming and family-like atmosphere, in which 
we are all centered upon worshiping God and saving our 
souls—and I believe that he accomplished just that.  

Thank you for all the prayers for a safe trip to Mexico. 
There was quite a bit 
of controversy over 
my visit to see an old 
friend, Fr. Siordia. 
Everyone seems to 
want to take away his 
chapel in Cocoyoc! 
While I was there I 
did a Sunday Mass 
and conferred Con-
firmation on some of 
the faithful. Every 
other group that is 
fighting over the 
chapel showed up to 
my Mass and stood 
outside the open church doors taking pictures or videos, curi-
ous about what I would say, probably expecting that some-
thing very controversial would be said from the pulpit. In-
stead, my message to everyone was that charity must prevail. 
After all, what good is a church building if those in the build-
ing (priests and layman, alike) do not save their souls? That is 
the purpose for churches, is it not?! The whole reason we left 
our beautiful basilicas, parishes, seminaries and convents after 
Vatican II was that we could no longer save our souls in those 
buildings. Masses were offered in hotels, basements, and 
homes. We left the beautiful churches because the Faith was 
no longer taught in those places. Now that we have our own 
churches, seminaries and convents which teach the true Faith, 
we must preserve charity in them. Sadly, this is the virtue—or 
lack of it—which destroys so much of the work that we could 
do. Well, charity starts at home...so why don’t you and I fo-
cus on that greatest of the virtues! 

Ash Wednesday was well attended, and now Fr. 
McKenna and Fr. Simpson are away to ensure that the faith-
ful in all of our missions receive their blessed ashes. Fr. 
Brueggemann brought Holy Communion and the blessed 
ashes to our sick and now leaves for Holy Face mission this 
afternoon.  

The surveyor stopped by this past Thurs-
day to take all the proper measurements for our 
future addition to the rectory. It took quite 
some time for him to set up a time to get here 
because of family illness. I will keep you posted as the 
plans progress. We are hoping that we will be able to start 
building in the spring, but as the saying goes, “Man pro-
poses; but God disposes.” All in God’s good time!  

The seminary in Seattle seems to be running quite 
smoothly under the guidance of Fr. Ercoli. Fr. 
Brueggemann spent about a week out there, teaching and 
visiting with the priests and seminarians. As of now, there 
are still four seminarians. Do remember our seminarians 
and the faculty in your prayers this week. The Ember 
Days are, historically, days on which the different orders 
are bestowed on seminarians, and therefore are customari-
ly days during which we remember vocations in our pray-
ers and sacrifices. 

May the Angels, our “big brothers,” continue to as-
sist you this Lent. 

– Bishop McGuire 
=
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MON 2/19/24 FERIAL DAY    FAST 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Juan Carlos Araneta (Victoria Cerise) 
 11:25 AM Low Mass Repose of the soul of †James D. Hanna 

 Jr. (Mr. & Mrs. William Oleyar & family) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 

 
TUE 2/20/24 FERIAL DAY     FAST 
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Gary Creedon (Mr. & Mrs. Christopher 
  Knoll) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Holy Souls (Kolenich family) 
 11:25 AM High Mass †Rosa Barre – 46th anniversary 9/7  
  (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 
 5:00 PM Low Mass †Jean Bischel (David Kobza) 

 
WED 2/21/24 EMBER WEDNESDAY   FAST & PARTIAL ABSTINENCE 
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Thomas E. Simpson – 70th anniversary  
  8/4 (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Repose of the soul of †James D. Hanna 

 Jr. (Mr. & Mrs. John Hanna & family) 
 11:25 AM High Mass My son Jay Tseng – restoration of  
  health (H.Y.) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 
 3:00 PM Children’s Stations, Holy Communion 
 5:10 PM Low Mass Intentions of the St. Monica Club 
  St. Monica Club Meeting 

 
THU 2/22/24 ST. PETER’S CHAIR AT ANTIOCH     FAST 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Lois Anson (Marlene Corbin) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special intention – H.L. (C. Simpson  
  family) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Mrs. Wright & her family – Thanks! 
 12:25 PM Vespers 
 5:00 PM Low Mass Edward Knoll Family (Mr. & Mrs.  
  Christopher Knoll) 

 
FRI 2/23/24 ST. PETER DAMIAN, BPCD ! THE LANCE & NAILS 

  EMBER FRIDAY      FAST & ABSTINENCE   
 8:00 AM Low Mass Thank you, Saint Philomena  
  (Nathalie Andreotta) 
 11:00 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM High Mass Thank you St. Anthony, Holy Ghost  
  (S. Kurtz) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 
 5:15 PM Confessions, Rosary 
 5:35 PM Infant of Prague Novena IX 
 5:45 PM Low Mass My family – Thank you! (Sr. Eulalia) 
  Sacred Heart Novena 
 6:45 PM Lenten Supper 
 7:30 PM St. Francis of Assisi Stations, Sermonette,  
  Sorrowful Mother Novena V, Blessing of the 
  Sick, Benediction 
 8:30 PM (approx.) Distribution of Holy Communion 

 
SAT 2/24/24 ST. MATTHEW, AP 
  EMBER SATURDAY     FAST & PARTIAL ABSTINENCE   
 7:10 AM Confessions  
 7:30 AM Low Mass Special intention (Victoria Cerise) 
 8:10 AM Ave Regina Cœlorum, Sermon 
 8:20 AM High Mass †Sharon Patton, anniversary  
  (Fr. Lehtoranta)  
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S e r v e r s  

 

FRI 2/23 5:45 PM LOW: T. Lawrence, M. Simpson 
SAT 2/24 7:30 AM LOW: J. & L. Rabjohns 
 8:20 AM HIGH: MC: D. Simpson TH: M. Simpson ACS: C. & M. 
 Brueggemann CROSS: M. Caggeso TB: J. & I. Smith, Ma. & P. Caggeso 
SUN 2/25 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, Brueggemann 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: M. Simpson, S. Richesson TH: D. Hudson 
 ACs: J. Rabjohns, T. England TB: L. Rabjohns, B. & A. Constantino, J. 
 & I. Smith, F. Caggeso 
 11:30 AM LOW: Kolenichs 

 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: D. Simpson, I. Smith 
 5:45 PM LOW: P. McClorey 

 
SUN 2/25/24  LENT II ! ST. WALBURGA, V  
 7:05 AM Rosary  
 7:30 AM Low Mass Ken & Regina Gilliam – Happy Birthdays 
  (All our love, Kenny, Melissa & family) 
 9:00 AM High Mass Special intention deceased (M. Sutton) 
 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:15 AM Short Stations 
 11:30 AM Low Mass Repose of the soul of †James D. Hanna 
  Jr. (Mr. & Mrs. Dave Campbell) 
 4:45 PM Vespers, Benediction  
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

	



DAILY PRAYER 
 

Angel of God and well-
beloved brother, I trust 
myself to your benefi-
cence and implore thee 
humbly to intercede for 
me with my Savior so 
that He may forgive me 
my sins, strengthen me 
in well-doing, help me 
by His grace to correct 
my faults, and lead me 
to Paradise, there to 
taste the fruition of His 
presence and to possess 
eternal life. Amen.  
– St. Lydwine of Schiedam 

 
MONDAY IN LENT I 

 

Meditation: “Ever at 
our sides there is a 
golden life being lived. 

A princely spirit is there, who sees God and 
enjoys the bewildering splendours of His Face 
even there, where he is, nearer to us than the 
limits of our outstretched arms.”  

– Fr. Faber on our Guardian Angel 
 

Practice: Beginning today, I resolve to say dai-
ly the Guardian Angel prayer. If I am the for-
getful type, I here and now ask my holy Guard-
ian Angel to remind me of this resolution.  
 

Angel of God, my Guardian dear, to 
whom God’s love commits me here; ever 
this day be at my side, to light, to guard, 
to rule, to guide. From sinful stain, O 
keep me free, and in death’s sorrow, my 
helper be. Amen. 

TUESDAY IN LENT I 
 

Meditation: “An unseen warfare is raging 
round our steps: but that beautiful bright spirit 
lets not so much as the sound of it to vex our 
ears. He fights for us, and asks no thanks, but 
hides his silent victories, and continues to gaze 
on God.” – Fr. Faber on our Guardian Angel 
 

Practice: To say in moments of temptation 
and trial: “O holy Angels, our Guardians, de-
fend us in the combat, that we perish not in 
the dreadful judgment.”  
 

 
 

WEDNESDAY IN LENT I 
 

Meditation: “His office will last beyond the 
grave, until at length it merges into a still 
sweeter tie of something like heavenly equality, 
when on the morning of the resurrection we 
pledge each other, in those first moments, to 
an endless blessed love. Till then we shall never 
know from how many dangers he has delivered 

us, nor how much of our salvation is actually 
due to him.” – Fr. Faber on our Guardian Angel 
 

Practice: Give thanks to your Guardian Angel 
for all the love and care which until now he has 
bestowed upon you. 

 
THURSDAY IN LENT I 

 

Meditation: “Meanwhile he merits nothing by 
the solicitudes of his office. He is beyond the 
power of meriting, for he has attained the sight 
of God. his work is simply a work of love, be-
cause his sweet presence at our side he knows 
to be a part of God’s eternal and creative love 
towards our particular soul.” 

 – Fr. Faber on our Guardian Angel 

Practice: In gratitude to 
your Guardian Angel’s 
unselfish love, try espe-
cially hard today to 
avoid whatever may dis-
please him, and do all 
that is agreeable to him. 

 
FRIDAY IN LENT I 
THE LANCE AND 

NAILS 
 

Meditation: During the 
soul’s shorter or longer 
sojourn in Purgatory, 
the Guardian Angel will 
often visit the soul to 
bring it relief and com-
fort. In the writings of 
the Holy Fathers, it is 
revealed that the angels 
descend to the altars of 
earth, and drawing the 



Precious Blood of Jesus from the golden chal-
ice during the thousands of holy Masses daily 
celebrated, they shower it like a beneficent dew 
upon the flames of Purgatory.  

– St. Michael and the Angels  
 

Practice: To offer up my fasting, prayers, and 
sacrifices in honor of the Guardian Angels of 
those souls in Purgatory, for the purpose of 
relieving the suffering of the souls detained in 
that place of purgation.  
 

 
SATURDAY IN LENT I 

 

Meditation: When at last the soul is freed 
from every stain and debt of sin, at “Mary’s 
bidding, the Queen of Angels and of Saints, 
the Guardian Angel will fly with it to the celes-
tial Jerusalem, escorted as the Church so beau-
tifully sings, by the jubilant company of the 
martyrs and the choirs of angels, all exulting 
with him, for the crown is won.” 
 

Practice: O Mary our Mother, Mother of 
Grace, Mother of Mercy, pray for us now and 
at the hour of our death. O Eternal Father, 
through the most Precious Blood of Jesus and 
through the Sorrows of Mary have pity upon 
the souls in Purgatory. Amen.  
 

 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
THE TRANSFIGURATION 

 

 

 
“…and He was transfigured before them. And 
His face did shine as the sun, and His garments 
became white as snow.”  

– from the Gospel of Lent II 
 

Meditation: Whatever else may be the occupa-
tion of the angels, they never lose sight of God. 
They love Him and they sing forever the song 
of love. Their will is ever one with His and 
they are at all times full of melody in His 
praise. – St. Michael and the Angels  
 

Practice: O Angels of Paradise, God’s re-
splendent Courtiers who continually gaze upon 
the Blood of our Redemption “in Its consum-
mate glory and beautified immortality,” we 
beseech you to intercede for us, that we, too, 
may attain to that unending bliss and sing with 
you the eternal song of the Elect, in praise of 
the Precious Blood which has merited Heaven 
for us. Amen. 
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Lent with the Angels 
 

	
Angel of the Transfiguration, Theodor Kracun 
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