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S e r v e r s  
 

FRI 3/1 5:45 PM LOW: A. Constantino, M. Simpson 
 

SAT 3/2 7:30 AM HIGH: D. Simpson, P. Caggeso 
 8:40 AM LOW: Kolenichs 
 

SUN 3/3 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, 
 Brueggemann 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: D. Simpson, A. 
 McClorey TH: C. Arlinghaus ACs: F. 
 Caggeso, I. Smith TB: J. Smith, Ma. & M. 
 Caggeso, N. & J. Hudson, C. VanderPutten 
 11:30 AM LOW: Capetillos 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: D. 
 Simpson, I. Smith 
 5:45 PM LOW: C. & J. Plucker 
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Hopefully, you have been enjoying and learning a lot 
about this year’s Lenten theme, the Angels. I know I have 
been enjoying all the research that goes into putting it to-
gether. I read somewhere that many Catholics have a ten-
dency to think of devotion to the Guardian Angels as being 
more fit for children than adults, let alone grown men! Par-
ents are often good about reminding their small children to 
say their Guardian Angel Prayer, and this is just what they 
should do! However, parents, keep reminding them even 
into their teens and throughout their whole adult life. A lot 
more good could be done if only more people knew of the 
power of these angels, and their loving, selfless care for us, 
their little, accident-prone brothers. As the Holy Ghost 
Himself says so beautifully in the Book of Psalms (and in 
the liturgy all throughout Lent), “For He hath given His 
angels charge over thee: to keep thee in all thy ways. In their 
hands they shall bear thee up: lest thou dash thy foot 
against a stone.” Love and cherish the angel to whom God 
has entrusted you. 

The school children have quite the personalities, 
which makes the duty of visiting their classrooms quite a 
delight. Charlie McClorey is quite the enthusiastic helper. 
He sometimes comes down to water my shamrocks and 
clean my office when Judy can’t do it. For some reason, 
now all the kids want to see Bishop’s office! Liam Lotarski 
and Thomas Stanislowski have been planning a Mass at 
their home at some point and even gave me a list of things 
they need for it (their spelling could use a little work!). 
Liam says he is the bishop, while Thomas is quite satisfied 
with being a priest. If I may offer my advice, Thomas, stick 
to being a priest! Sr. Ulrica’s class often comes down to the 
sacristy to “help out,” but it often turns into a fun session 
with the Sisters. Christian Wright is now serving as Torch-
bearer and doing a wonderful job. Joseph Plucker has 
moved up to MC. I am very proud of our students and 
teachers. We have quite an enthusiastic bunch this year! 

Fr. Lehtoranta took the Sodality members on a field 
trip to Maria Stein yesterday. The Arlinghaus girls even 
rented a school bus to transport everyone. I was edified that 
Father took a Saturday to go and see the shrine himself be-
fore taking the girls, so that he didn’t have to rely on a 
Novus Ordo priest or nun to give a proper tour. I am sure 
all were spiritually edified and had a good time! Maybe 
there will be more news on this next week. 

There isn’t much to report on our rectory project, but 
it is moving along, slowly but surely. I will keep you posted 
as news comes in. Fr. Brueggemann and a couple of his 
brothers installed a camera in the back of the church to give 
us a better angle for the sermons. The Mass is being 
streamed in the back classroom on the right and does not 
have much lag time. So, mothers, just a reminder, if you 
need to nurse or your child gets too fussy, we do have a nice 
room set up for you. 

Did you know that we have Lenten Vespers after the 

school Mass during the week? All are welcome. 
As of now, only the Sisters, three of the older 
school boys, and the Angels attend. Granted, the 
singing is horrible, but don’t let that keep you 
away! It is the official prayer of the Church, and is said to be 
an extension of the Mass. In fact, after the Mass there is not a 
more powerful prayer on earth than the Divine Office, of 
which Vespers is only a part. If you are praying for a special 
intention, come pray Mass and Vespers with us! If you really 
can’t make it, send your Angel in your stead. 

May the Holy Angels give you perseverance this Lent! 
 

– Bishop McGuire 
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# CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = ==== ======== = = =
 

MON 2/26/24 ST. MATTHIAS, AP ! ST. MARGARET OF CORTONA 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Angela Plowman – 5th anniversary 9/22 
  (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Poor Souls (K/V) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 

 
TUE 2/27/24 FERIAL DAY   
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Esther Simpson – 56th anniversary 10/24 
  (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass †Margaret Kinnett (Joe Druecker) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Happy Birthday Fr. Brueggemann 

 (Love, your Goddaughter) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 
 5:00 PM Low Mass †Jean Bischel (Tom & Karen Simpson) 

 
WED 2/28/24 ST. GABRIEL OF THE SORROWFUL VIRGIN, C  
 7:00 AM Low Mass †Gloria Dailey – 6th anniversary 11/23 

 (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special intention deceased (Joseph &  
  Elizabeth Prell) 
 9:00 AM Opening of Children’s Day of Recollection 
 11:25 AM High Mass Nick McClorey (Sister Ulrica) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 
 2:45 PM Stations, Benediction, Holy Communion 
 5:10 PM Low Mass Friends Living & Deceased (Arlinghaus 
  Family) 

 
THU 2/29/24 FERIAL DAY 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Special intention deceased – S.B.  
  (Levi & Jacinta) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special intention – deceased  
  (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 11:25 AM High Mass Special intention–D.A. (Simpson children) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 
 5:00 PM Low Mass Special Intention (Bob & Becky Uhlenbrock) 

 
FRI 3/1/24 FIRST FRIDAY ! ST. DAVID, BPC ! THE HOLY SHROUD  
 8:00 AM Low Mass For all who cook for us and for our  
  devoted drivers (The Fathers) 
 10:55 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Low Mass, Benediction †Bishop Robert McKenna 
  – 8th anniversary 12/16 (Tom & Karen Simpson) 
 12:25 PM Vespers 
 5:00 PM  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 5:15 PM Confessions, Rosary 
 5:45 PM Low Mass For those who helped with our wedding 
  reception (Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Vines) 
  Sacred Heart Novena 
 6:45 PM Lenten Supper 
 7:30 PM Blessed Sacrament Stations, Meditation, Sor-

rowful Mother Novena, Blessing of the Sick 
 8:30 PM (approx.) Distribution of Holy Communion 
  All Night Adoration 

 
SAT 3/2/24 FIRST SATURDAY ! FERIAL DAY 
 7:10 AM Confessions, Rosary 
 7:30 AM High Mass For those who suffer in Purgatory and 
  are forgotten (Paul & Lisa McConnell) 
 8:15 AM Ave Regina, Devotions, Benediction 
 8:40 AM Sermon, Low Mass Friends Living & Deceased  
  (Arlinghaus Family) 
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SUN 3/3/24  LENT III 
 7:05 AM Rosary  
 7:30 AM Low Mass Doris Ritze (VandeRyt) (John VandeRyt) 
 9:00 AM High Mass Parents & Godparents, Children &  
  Godchildren (Arlinghaus Family) 
 10:40 AM Catechism Classes 
 11:15 AM Short Stations 
 11:30 AM Low Mass †Albert & †Margaret Kinnett (Maria 
  Miller) 
 4:45 PM Vespers, Benediction  
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

	



 
 

MONDAY IN LENT II 
 

“We do not want to take our leave of 
you…without exhorting you to awaken, to re-
vive, your sense of the invisible world which is 
all around us—because we look not to the 
things which are seen but the things that are 
unseen (2 Cor. 4:18)—and to have a certain 
familiarity with the angels, who are forever so-
licitous for your salvation and your sanctifica-
tion. If God wishes, you spend a happy eternity 
with the angels; get to know them now.” 

– Pope Pius XII in an address to American tourists, 
Oct. 3, 1958 

 

Practice: Be aware of an entire spiritual and 
real world of angels that surrounds you every 
day in the midst of your temporal duties. Say a 
prayer to them from time to time!  

 
TUESDAY IN LENT II 

 

Our late Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, in an au-
dience granted to a group of children, urged 
them to practice fervent devotion to their 
Guardian Angels, invoking them at the begin-
ning and at the end of each day, and often dur-
ing each day. “In this,” the Holy Father said, 

“you can imitate what the Pope really does. At 
the beginning of each day of his life, and every 
evening at the end of the day, he invokes his 
Guardian Angel; and he often repeats [some] 
invocations during the course of the day, espe-
cially when things become a little complicated 
and difficult, which often happens. And We 
wish to say, also, as a debt of gratitude to Our 
Guardian Angel, that We have often felt Our-
selves assisted by him in some admirable way. 
Often We feel and perceive that Our Angel is 
near Us, ready to help Us, to assist Us. And 
this each Guardian Angel does equally for each 
one of you.” 
 

Practice: Do not lose an opportunity to teach 
children about their Guardian Angel. Say a 
prayer to their angels.  
 

 
 

WEDNESDAY IN LENT II 
 

Pope St. Leo the Great: “Make friendships 
with the holy Angels,” and we shall find in 
them most loving companions in our earthly 
exile, our champions against the malice and 
rage of the devils, our advocates at the judg-
ment seat of God and our amiable companions 
in bliss and glory throughout the endless years 
of eternity. 

Practice: Contemplate your Guardian Angel 
beside you in Heaven. Imagine what he will say 
to you, and what you will say to him.  

 
THURSDAY IN LENT II 

 

To priests, Pope Pius XI would say: “May the 
Lord guide your way and His Angels precede 
you.” To his successor, Pius XII, he gave this 
most wise advice: “When speaking to someone 
who is closed in his argument, go to his Guard-
ian Angel and recommend to him your inten-
tions, ask him to deal with the Guardian An-
gel. Once the angels establish an understand-
ing, the conversation with the visitor will be 
easier.” 
 

Practice: When speaking to someone who is 
stubborn in his opinion, I will stop short of 
arguing and will ask his and my angels to en-
lighten the conversation.  

 
FRIDAY IN LENT II 

THE HOLY SHROUD 
 

Pope St. Clement I published a famous letter 
to the Corinthians who were having trouble. 
Bishops and priests 
were in conflict with 
one another; the laity 
were in conflict with 
the clergy… In advis-
ing the Corinthians, 
the Pope first of all told 
them to be subject to 
the will of God. Then 
he urged them to “con-
sider the whole multi-
tude of the angels, how 
they stand to minister 



to the divine will.” The logic of Pope Clement 
was that the angels who remained faithful by 
their submission to God’s will were rewarded 
with the Beatific Vision. They are also the ones 
who are sent to help us cope with the deepest 
problem in our own lives. This is the problem 
of subjecting ourselves to those in legitimate 
authority as an act of loving submission to the 
will of God.  
 

Practice: To offer a decade of the Rosary in 
honor of St. Michael and the angels to assist 
the Church in these days of turmoil.  
 

 

The angel stirs the waters of Bethesda 
 

SATURDAY IN LENT II 
 

“Remember that you have an angel as a com-
panion, guardian and friend. If you wish to 
please Jesus and Mary, obey your Guardian 
Angel’s inspirations. When tempted, invoke 
your angel. He is more eager to help you than 
you are to be helped! Take courage and pray, 
because your Guardian Angel will also pray for 
you, and your prayers will be answered. Ignore 
the devil, and do not be afraid of him; he 
trembles and flees at your guardian’s sight.”  

– St. John Bosco 
 

Practice: When tempted or tried, not to give 
in to anxiety and worry, but to go trustfully to 
my dear angel.  

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

	
“Blessed is the womb that bore Thee”=

 
The Angel: My dear little Child, I am come to 
you from Heaven. The good God sent me to 
guard you. I shall be with you always, I shall 
watch over you, and I shall show you the right 
path. Would you like that? 
 

The Child: O my dear Angel, I wish to be thy 
friend. Remain by me to watch over me. Tell 
me what I am to do to please thee. I will follow 
thee everywhere, for I know that thou lovest 
me. Never leave me, dear angel.  

 
St. Gertrude the Great Church 

4900 Rialto Road 
West Chester, Ohio 45069 

www.sgg.org 

Lent with the Angels 
 

	
 

Daily Thoughts and Prayers  
Lent 2024 

 
DAILY PRAYER 

 

Angel of God and well-beloved brother, I trust 
myself to your beneficence and implore thee 
humbly to intercede for me with my Savior so 
that He may forgive me my sins, strengthen me 
in well-doing, help me by His grace to correct 
my faults, and lead me to Paradise, there to 
taste the fruition of His presence and to possess 
eternal life. Amen.  

– St. Lydwine of Schiedam 


