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#=klqb=cRlj=c^qebR=#==
=

 May, the month of Our Lady, has begun, as well 
has our daily Marian May Devotions with the school. 
As is fitting, the Queen of Heaven gets a truly beauti-
ful month to call her own. The flowers are in bloom 
(including the wonderful lilacs outside my office win-
dow), the sun shines warmly, the birds chirp and fix 
their nests, and the animals roam about our grounds 
happily. The other day, I even saw a possum just in-
side the wood line. The cats, for their part, are much 
more interested in being outside than inside, especially 
because the bunny population has dramatically in-
creased, and the cats must do their job of trying to en-
sure the bunnies do not become too comfortable 
around here. 

In preparation for the month of May, we had a 
wonderful Saturday where the Sodality of Charity 
came in and did great work around the property here 
at St. Gertrude’s. First, they helped Sr. Eulalia by 
cleaning all the candle followers from their usage dur-
ing Holy Week. Afterwards, they set off outside to test 
out their little green thumbs. Our young ladies worked 
hard to clean up and beautify our grotto, the proces-
sion pathway with its outdoor stations of the cross, and 
finally the little garden area outside the priest’s offices, 
where the girls pulled weeds and laid down fresh 
mulch. The day was capped off finally with a living 
Rosary, where different groups of girls brought up and 
presented fresh flowers to the Blessed Virgin Mary at 
the start of each decade. Brava, young lassies!! 

This upcoming week, we have the Rogation Days 
on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. Each day be-
fore our school Mass, we process around the church 
and the outdoor procession route while chanting the 
Litany of the Saints. Rogation comes from the Latin 
verb Rogare, which means “to ask”, and they are days 
in which we petition heaven for deliverance from ca-
lamities and to appease Divine anger. In today’s world, 
there are many worries from which we must pray to be 
delivered, and a plethora of offenses for which we can 
make reparation. If you are able to come for this pow-
erful public prayer, please join us! 

The three Rogation Days lead us to Ascension 
Thursday. This is a Holy Day of Obligation. It is also 
a good reminder that we are nearing the end of the 
time during which every Catholic is obliged to make 
their Easter Duty. The Easter Duty requires every 
Catholic to make a worthy reception of Holy Com-
munion between Ash Wednesday and Trinity Sunday, 
which is on May 26th, in order to remain a Catholic in 
good standing. If you haven’t yet made your Easter 

Duty, be sure to do so and also avail your-
self of the Sacrament of Penance, if neces-
sary, beforehand. There are many oppor-
tunities for confessions scheduled during 
the week. If you need extra time to make a 
thorough confession, you can also contact the office to 
schedule a time with one of the priests too. 

This weekend, I headed north to St. Hugh’s, with 
its First Friday and First Saturday ceremonies, as well as 
the Masses on Sunday. Fr. Simpson left Saturday to 
begin his journey through our three Texas missions.  
 

– Fr. McKenna 
=
=
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# CALENDAR== = = = = = = = = = ==== ======== = = = = = ==
 

MON 5/6/24 ST. JOHN BEFORE THE LATIN GATE 
  ROGATION DAY 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Poor Souls (M.A.) 
 11:00 AM Rogation Day Procession 
 11:25 AM High Mass Special Intention (S. Kurtz) 
 3:10 PM May Devotions 

 
TUE 5/7/24 ST. STANISLAUS, BPM 
  ROGATION DAY 
 7:00 AM Low Mass Holy Souls (Kolenich family) 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Poor Souls (M.A.) 
 11:00 AM Rogation Day Procession 
 11:25 AM High Mass Special intentions (Mr. & Mrs. Matthew 

 Giese) 
 3:10 PM May Devotions 
 5:00 PM Low Mass †Ralph Patton Birthday Remembrance 
  (Patton) (from February) 

 
WED 5/8/24 APPARITION OF ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 
  VIGIL OF THE ASCENSION  
  ROGATION DAY 
  OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART 
 8:00 AM Low Mass Special intention deceased (Sr. Eulalia) 
 11:00 AM Rogation Day Procession 
 11:25 AM High Mass Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered 

 (Doloris Ritze) 
 3:10 PM May Devotions 
 5:10 PM Low Mass Family & Friends – living & dead  
  (Cora Arlinghaus) 

 
THU 5/9/24 ASCENSION OF OUR LORD     HOLY DAY 
  ST. GREGORY NAZIANZEN, BPCD 
 7:00 AM Worker’s Mass For our Godparents & Godchildren 
  (Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Giese) 
 9:00 AM Solemn High Mass †Bishop Dolan (Collin Smith) 
 4:45 PM Vespers, May Devotions, Benediction 
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

 
FRI 5/10/24 ST. ANTONINUS, BPC 
  SS. GORDIAN & EPIMACHUS, MM 
  PENTECOST NOVENA I 
 8:00 AM Low Mass My son Jay’s health, faith (H.Y.) 
 11:00 AM Confessions 
 11:25 AM Low Mass †Robert Fitzpatrick (The Richesson Family) 
 3:10 PM May Devotions 
 5:15 PM Confessions, Rosary 
 5:45 PM Low Mass Special intention – In honor of Our Lady 
  of Good Counsel (A.M.B.) 
 6:30 PM Sacred Heart Novena, Benediction 

 
SAT 5/11/24 WITHIN THE OCTAVE 
  PENTECOST NOVENA II 
 7:10 AM Confessions 
 7:30 AM Low Mass Happy Birthday Mom (The Brueggemann 
  Family) 
   Regina Coeli, May Devotions 
 8:20 AM Sermon, High Mass Frs. Ojeka, Okerulu, Simpson, 
  & Brueggemann – Ordination Anniversary (C. Simpson 
  family) 

=
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S e r v e r s  

 

FRI 5/10 5:45 PM LOW: P. Caggeso, B. Constantino 
 

SAT 5/11 7:30 AM LOW: L. & J. Rabjohns 
 8:20 AM HIGH: D. Simpson, J. Stewart, F. Caggeso 
 

SUN 5/12 7:30 AM LOW: M. McConnell, Brueggemann 
 9:00 AM HIGH: MCS: T. Lawrence, S. Richesson TH: T. England
 ACS: C. VanderPutten, D. Simpson TBS: J. & I. Smith, V. Horton, M. 
 Caggeso, L. & J. Rabjohns 
 11:30 AM LOW: Capetillos 
 4:45 PM VESPERS & BENEDICTION: D. Simpson, I. Smith 

 5:45 PM LOW: C. & J. Plucker 
 
 
 

SUN 5/12/24  SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF THE  
  ASCENSION ! SS. NEREUS & COMPANIONS, MM 
  MOTHER’S DAY ! PENTECOST NOVENA III 
 7:05 AM Rosary  
 7:30 AM Low Mass †Bishop Clarence Kelly – rest in peace  
  (Dave & MaryAnn Marko) 
 9:00 AM  High Mass Happy Mother’s Day, Mommy!  
  (The Kolenich Kids) 
  May Crowning Procession 
 11:30 AM Low Mass Mary Rose Young – Thank you  
  (Love, Mom) 
 4:45 PM Vespers, May Devotions, Benediction  
 5:45 PM Low Mass For the people of St. Gertrude the Great 

	


